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1066 Countr

| KENT BARKER

Hastings is expected to rejoin the
1066 Country marketing partner-
ship in the near future. Deputy
Council leader Julia Hilton told HIP
that they had been in discussions
with the group “over the past few
weeks” over rejoining “in particular
for their excellent work promoting

11

the area to the overseas market.”

The move follows pressure from
the town’s MP and Labour members
of the council to rejoin the local
tourism board which promotes the
378 square miles of East Sussex
from Pevensey Bay to Camber Sands
and back to the Kent border.

In February 2023 the council,
then controlled by Labour, with-
drew its support for 1066 Country
saying the £50,000 a year cost was
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unaffordable. Councillor Andy Bats-
ford said at the time: “Hastings is a
really strong brand in its own right
and we feel we can go it alone and
actually push hard on the new busi-
nesses, the new investment, the new
cultural buzz that is happening in
the town.”

However, Mr Batsford along with
councilleader Paul Barnett and four
other members resigned from the
Labour Party later that year to sit
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asindependents. Earlier this month
the three remaining Labour coun-
cillors called for the council to re-
join the tourism and marketing
initiative. Councillor Billie Barnes
tabled a motion at full council sup-
porting the idea, saying “The Ba-
yeux Tapestry returning to Britain
represents an exceptional, once-in-
a-generation opportunity for the
area. It is vital to put on a united
effort as ‘one 1066 Country’ to max-
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imise regional tourism opportuni-
ties and profile”.

1066 Country Marketing de-
scribes itself as a ‘thriving public
and private sector partnership,
bringing together Rother District
Council, Wealden District Council,
Tourism South East, National Trust
and English Heritage alongside
scores of private businesses.’

Local MP Helena Dolli-
more supported the call for
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EDITOR'S NOTE

Following an avoidable fire at the
derelict St Leonards convent, local
people could be forgiven for worry-
ing about other neglected buildings.
Part of George Street has already
been lost, while St Mary in the Cas-
tle and The Azur present potential
firerisks during this exceptionally
hot summer. Read more in the News
pages, which also contain an in-
depth report on antisocial behav-
iour facing workers, shoppers and
residents of Wellington Place.

Who knew that Fisherman Paul
Joy, a familiar and respected face
around Old Town, was once an ex-
tremely successful amateur boxer?
Writer and photographer John Cole
tells his story.

Three Arts stories demonstrate
the breadth of our town's interna-
tional connections: Iran miniatures
atproject 78, a poignantlook at how
music education is somehow rising
from the rubble of Gaza and Hast-
ings writers contributing to an an-
ti-Trump anthology.

One unexpected outcome of our
climate-change-warmed seasis an
increase in the number of octopus-
es. Paul McLaughlin investigates
how this has affected fisherman,
marine ecology and the Pett Level
Rescue Boat.

Finally, if hitting balls with
sticks in the searing sun is your
thing, turn to the Sport section for
cricket and baseball reports.
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News

Hastings to rejoin, saying

many local businesses who
rely on tourism “want Hastings to
return to the 1066 Country Tourism
partnership. ... with Hastings Coun-
cil receiving a record funding set-
tlement from the Labour Govern-
ment this year, now is the time to
return to this important partner-
ship and I hope councillors will
support this.”

Cllr Julia Hilton remained tight-
lipped about the cost of rejoining. “I
won’tcomment on the financial con-
tribution we will be making for that

HOMES FOR HASTINGS

Hastings Council leader Glenn Haf-
fenden has welcomed new affordable
houses coming on stream with the
first residents moving into new
homes at Orbit’s Levett View devel-
opmentin Harrow Lane, St Leonards.

The council says that in June
alone, 24 affordable rented homes
were tenanted. A total of 140 homes
will be delivered at Levett View,
with 86 of these for affordable rent
or social rent. These homes are
capped at Local Housing Allowance
rates—the amount likely to be paid
in housing benefit. The remaining
homes are available for purchase
through Shared Ownership to help
local people take their first step
onto the property ladder. Cllr Haf-
fenden said “The mix of affordable
housing will help meet local hous-
ing needs and give more people the
opportunity to access a safe, secure
and affordable home. I welcome
Orbit’s continued investment in the
town and the positive impact this
development will have for local
residents.” However, according to
the council’s own Housing Strategy
report from January this year, Hast-
ings faces “acute housing challeng-
es, including relatively high levels

work as thatis still being finalised,”
she told HIP. As a result of the deci-
sion, she said: “The motion that the
Labour group wasintending to bring
has therefore been rejected as the
work torejoin is already in progress.”

John Bownas, business improve-
ment manager for the Love Hastings
marketing group said he was posi-
tive “the majority of leisure and
tourism businesses —in fact proba-
bly all businesses in the borough —
will wholeheartedly welcome the
call to reinstate Hastings’ funding
for 1066 Country Marketing”.

of deprivation, low household in-
comes, and a shortage of truly af-
fordable homes.”

GEORGE STREET ACTION
The long delayed work to improve
the derelict appearance of 39-41
George Street in The Old Town fol-
lowing an extensive firein January
2023 has continued after discus-
sions between council officers and
the private developers and contrac-
tors. The council says this has in-
cluded cutting back vegetation,
stabilising the side fencing and
covering the exposed side walls,
which is due to be completed by next
Tuesday. There has also been a “site-
wide general tidy up”.

New gates and information
boards have been ordered, and will
be installed “when they have been
delivered”. Council officers say they
will continue to monitor progress
closely and remain in direct contact
with the contractor. The aim is to
secure visible improvements as
quickly as possible while the legal
agreement linked to the wider re-
development is completed. Local
residents and traders have previ-
ously criticised ‘inordinate’ delays
over action to improve the appear-
ance of the highly visible site at the

HASTINGS TIDES

Mr Bownas pointed out that the
decision to withhold the £50,000
contribution to the partnership and
replace it with a local budget of
£15,000 meant Hastings had ‘losta
seat at the table where strategic
tourism marketing happens. This
has left our local businesses im-
mensely frustrated, feeling that
their individual membership fees
are perhaps being spent to the ben-
efit of other towns in the wider
region.’ He estimated the regional
visitor economy to be worth in the
region of £665 million which means

end of an important and busy pe-
destrian and tourist street. At the
close of last year the council prom-
ised swift action which has taken
more than halfa year to materialise.

CUSTODY VISITS PRAISED
The Sussex Police Commission head-
ed by Katy Bourne has been “recog-
nised nationally for the outstanding
quality of its work” for its independ-
ent custody visiting scheme (ICV).
Under the Scheme, trained volun-
teers from local communities make
regular, unannounced visits to po-
lice custody suites across Sussex to
check on the welfare and dignity of
detainees. Their findings are report-
ed to Commissioner Katy Bourne
who, the Commission says, uses this
“independent scrutiny information
to hold Sussex Police to account and
help ensure that those detained are
treated fairly and respectfully by
custody officers and staff.”
Anumber of protesters arrested
inthe Hastings area have previous-
ly complained to HIP about long
delays and unnecessary bureaucra-
cy over their detention, as well as
“heavy handed” actions by police
inarresting themin the first place.

PROGRESS ON CASTLE
VISITOR CENTRE

Planning permission has been
granted for alandmark new visitor
centre at the West Hill Café site,

that the overall saving to the coun-
cil of £35,000 was disproportionate
as the potential return on invest-
ment is enormous. Tourists don’t
plan their holidays around local
authority borders, he said: “When
visitors come to the South East, they
see Hastings, Battle, and Rye as one
interconnected destination. Trying
tomarket Hastingsin a hyper-local
silonot only duplicates administra-
tive effort, but it actively confuses
consumers and forces our attrac-
tions to compete rather than col-
laborate.”

ing West Hill Café replaced with a
modern visitor centre, café and res-
taurant. The development will im-
prove the visitor experience while
supporting thelong-term conserva-
tion and sustainable future of one
of Hastings’ most important histor-
iclandmarks. The new visitor centre
will become a key part of the expe-
rience of visiting the West Hill, Hast-
ings Castle and the West Hill Lift.
According to deputy council lead-
er Julia Hilton: “It will help safe-
guard one of our most important
heritage assets and putitback at the
heartof our history asatown aswell
as attracting more visitors to enjoy
everything Hastings has to offer.”

KNIFE CRIME REDUCTION
The number of knife-enabled crimes
committed in Sussex dropped by 15
per centlast year and almost £3mil-
lion of funding was secured to tack-
le the issue, according to a report to
Sussex’s Police and Crime Panel.
Sussex Crime Commission Chief ex-
ecutive Mark Streater acknowledged
that a lot of offences are underre-
ported, but he said the Violent Re-
duction Partnership Board has ded-
icated analysts and looks at things
like the National Crime Survey to get
aclearer picture of the issue and that
the partnership board worked close-
ly with the NHS to capture incidents
where possible victims or offenders
have attended hospital with injuries.
Concerns were raised by the Panel
that knife-enabled crime statistics
did not include online knife crime
where weapons are brandished to
intimidate and cause fear, and they
remained concerned about the big-
ger picture of knife related crime.
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for are: Supply of Alcohol for
Off-Premises consumption:
Mon-Sun (10:00-21:00). Any

person who wishes to make

a presentation in relation to
this application must give
notice in writing of his/her
representation by: 24 June
2026 stating 21 July ending
the grounds for making said
representation to: Hastings
Borough Council, Head of
Environmental Services,
Aquila House, Breeds Place,
Hastings TN34 3UY OR email:
licensing@hastings.gov.uk The
application may be viewed in

the Register held at the above
offices or online on www.
hastings.gov.uk.

It is an offence, under
section158 of the Licensing
Act 2003, for anyone to
knowingly or recklessly
make a false statement

in connection with an
application and the
maximum fine for which a
person is liable on summary
conviction for the offence is
unlimited.
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Convent Arson

! KENT BARKER

The future of the former Convent of
Holy Child Jesusin St Leonardsisin
serious doubt following a fire which
destroyed a large area of buildings.

Theblazeisbeing treated asarson
and Police said they had arrested two
boys aged 13 and 14 on suspicion of
deliberately starting the fire.

A total of eight fire appliances
fought the flames after calls to the
emergency services around 5.00 pm
on Wednesday 9 July. Firefighters,
who had come from as far away as
Eastbourne and Heathfield, re-
mained on the scene overnight to
continue monitoring and damping
down hotspots.

Roads in the area were closed
and residents advised to shut doors
and windows because of billowing
smoke. The fire service said they
were seeking specialist advice from
the UK Health Security Agency due
to ash on cars and buildings follow-
ing the fire.

The Convent of Holy Child Jesus
has been in the centre of a long-
standing row over responsibility for
securing the empty site and pre-
venting vandalism. Less than a

month before the fire, Hastings
Borough council threatened to take
enforcement action against the
owners of the buildings. The move
followed numerous incidents of
trespass and vandalism. One video
posted on social media showed a
man destroying a window frame in
the curtilage of a listed building
with a hammer. Photos collected by
the pressure group Save The Con-
vent demonstrated widespread
damage in numerous rooms.
After the convent nuns relocated
to Mayfield in the 1970s the site was
operated as a summer language
school until it was sold to private
investors. As reported in the last
issue of HIP, the registered owners
of the 15-acre estate are DKSS Hold-
ings Limited, who paid £3.9 million
foritin 2021. Company documents
show that they borrowed nearly the
entire sum from a Luxembourg-reg-
istered company Creo 12. The ac-
crued interest on the loan rose to
more £1m before the lender ap-
pointed a firm of receivers, Kroll
AdvisoryLtd, to attempt to recover
their money. Hastings Borough
Council (HBC) said they had repeat-
edly tried but failed to engage the
owners to secure the site and limit
damage to what they termed “this

important heritage site that in-
cludes a Grade 2* listed chapel”.

However, within weeks of the
deputy leader of HBC, Julia Hilton,
threatening enforcement action, a
significant portion of the buildings
appear to have been deliberately
destroyed by the fire.

Hastings MP Helena Dollimore
called for a full investigation of the
circumstances of the fire. She said
it was “infuriating that this has
happened after so many of us have
repeatedly warned the site is not
secure and urged the site manager
and the local council to do all in
their power to protect it.”

HBC reiterated that the former &
convent site is privately owned and
is not owned or managed by the £
Council. “Responsibility for securing ©
the site and maintaining the build-
ingsrests with the owners. The coun-
cilwill carry on pursuing all action
available to us to ensure the owner
fulfils their responsibilities”.

It remains unclear, however, as
to exactly who such action would be
taken against. DKSS Holdings appear
to be technically insolvent, their
creditor is a foreign company not
named as an owner by the Land Reg-
istry and the receivers Kroll deny
financial responsibility saying the
‘lender’, ie Creo 12, would be re-
quired to ‘fund any necessary works’.

The community group Save the
Convent told HIP they were ‘ap-

YHO

palled’ by the fire and that the Grade
2*listed building —the Pugin Chap-
el which seems to have survived
intact — needs urgent protection.
They reiterated that they wanted to
find a community-based solution
“We are eager to work with the
council on restoring the building
and creating a community village
space, with co-op housing, commu-
nity arts centre, community gar-
dens, museum, community cafe and
micro business space, all of which
are ideally suited to this beautiful
site.” However they have not said if

they have any potential backers to
finance their scheme.

Thus the immediate future of the
damaged buildingsremains unclear.
It is not known whether they were
insured nor whether any insurance
company would pay up, given the
longstanding problems with lax se-
curity as well as the allegations of
arson against two minors. Some ob-
servers believe that the most likely
outcome will now inevitably be a
heavily discounted ‘fire sale’ to a
property developer who will put for-
ward a scheme for market housing.
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William
Conquers
Hastings

! PAUL MCLAUGHLIN

The Prince of Wales paid a whirl-
wind visit to Hastings on 9 July,
spending the day meetinglocal fish-
ermen, playing crazy golf and being
inducted into the Winkle Club asan
honorary member . The visit was
designed to highlight the vital work
of local youth organisations and
community-driven groups.

The royal visit began with Prince
William descending from the East
Hill funicular railway where he was
greeted by a crowd of well-wishers.
His first official stop was with local
fishermen where he climbed aboard
the Senlac Jack and chatted with
crew members about the struggles
of the town’s historic beach-launched
boats. He listened attentively as skip-
per Roland Kelly told him about the
problems of overfishing by large EU

trawlers, the complexities of fishing
quotas, and the impact of warming
sea temperatures on the fishing in-
dustry. He later toured the iconic
wooden net shops.

On alighter note, the Prince was
inducted into the Winkle Club as
an honorary member. The local
charitable organisation was found-
ed by fishermen in 1900 to support
families in need, and past members
include his grandmother, Queen
Elizabeth II, the Queen Mother, Sir
Winston Churchill, and Field Mar-
shal Lord Montgomery.

Prince William was given a sil-
ver winkle as a token of hislifetime
membership and was told that
members of the club, known as
‘Winklers’ must carry their shell at
alltimes and that failure to present
it on demand when challenged to
“Winkle Up” would resultin a fine.
He accepted the responsibility with
asmile and promised to “take good
care of my winkle”.

The next stop was a visit to Eagle
House, where the Prince chatted
with young people and volunteers
who use the space as a youth club
and gathering place. The building
is owned by Hastings Commons
which aims to transform some of
the town’s historic and neglected
buildings by turning them into

shared homes, workspaces and hubs
of social support that are owned and
run by the community.

Later in the day, William headed
to the Hastings Adventure Minia-
ture Golf, meeting young people
supported by the local youth char-

ity XTrax and enjoyed a round of
crazy golf. At almost exactly the
same time Prince Harry, the Duke
of Sussex — William’s estranged
brother and his family - were meet-
ing their father, the King, 160 miles
away at Highgrove

WHAT’'S ON YOUR MIND?

84 Letter
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Dear Editor
Iwasinterested to read the article
by Peter Grey about Norman hors-
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es and how they were shipped
across the sea. The image on the
Bayeux tapestry clearly shows the
Norman sailors lowering the hors-
es off the ship using the mast as a
hoist to lower the horse over the
side of the ship safely. One sailor
islowering the mast while one man
is steading the boat with a pole
secured in the beach. Another man
isusing the rope tolower the horse
while another man is in the sea
guiding the horse to the ground.
The horses do not appear to be
jumping off the boat! Mast of a Vi-
king style ship had a pulley at the
top used to hoist up the sail and the
mast can belowered when they are
being rowed or moored. These kind
of ships were well used by the Sax-
ons and the Normans and can be
seen in Viking ship museums in
Oslo and Roskilde in Norway and
Denmark. The nuns sewing the
tapestry have not shown leather
slings that would have been used
to support the horse while they are
being lowered. I am sure when
Hastingers visit the British Muse-
um to see the tapestry they can see
it for themselves.

Regarding Roger’s invasion of
Sicily, the chroniclers at the time
mention a date of 1061 and not 1038!

Paul Reed

We would love

to hear from you.

& From our website

SYD’S LAST STAND

Fun though Nick Tucker’s preview
of ‘Syd’s Last Stand” (HIP 305) is,
he’s arguably too much of a fan boy
to be objective.

LSD, sometimes enjoyable, oth-
er times curdling your karma, does
not automatically confer wisdom.
Consequently, Syd’s solo albums
were merely whimsical, fitfully
entertaining and thankfully less
pretentious and overlong than
Pink Floyd’s later LPs.

Floorboards are noticonic; they
simply stop you from falling
through the ceiling. A more inter-
esting question to ask when ana-
lysing the album cover might be
why an unacknowledged woman
is adopting such an uncomfortable
pose in the background? I'm sure
her nudity was essential to the ar-

tistic message, yet Syd, for some
reasonlost torock history, retains
his clothes...

TK Bedford

& From our website

BETTY IMPORTANT

I enjoyed the Betty Parsons exhi-
bition last year. I agree the title
was a misnomer, but as aresearch-
er who’s written about a number
of mid-twentieth century women
artists, I found it very interesting
to see the work from Betty Par-
sons, who supported women art-
ists at a time when macho person-
alities dominated the world of
abstract expressionism while ig-
noring the women. She was im-
portant.

Susan Gilbert

¥ letters@hastingsindependentpress.co.uk

@ facebook.com/hastingsindependent

instagram.com/hastingsindependent

HIP does not endorse the views on the Letters page. They are solely those of the writer.Please be aware we may need to edit letters for reasons of
space and we will only withhold names if this is necessary for the protection of the writer
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My Antisocial
Town Centre

In this special investigative report,
new HIP writer JAMES ARNOLD-HO
presents a detailed picture of the
acute problems facing businesses
and their employees in Hastings’
busy town centre throughfare,

Wellington Place

Hastings police stand accused of
‘lacking enforcement’ over aggres-
sive begging and antisocial behav-
iour in the Wellington Place area
of the town centre, while the coun-
cil confirms an increase in disrup-
tive incidents involving groups of
young people.

Local shop workers, managers
and owners have told HIP of numer-
ous incidents including fist-fights
and other disturbances which, they
say, often involve street sleepers
and people with alcohol and drug
dependency problems.

A spokesperson for Hastings Bor-
ough Council (HBC) told us: “East
Sussex County Council’s Youth Of-
fending Service and Early Help
teams have been working alongside
Sussex Police to identify the ring-
leaders and ensure that serious
offenders are appropriately dealt
with, while also seeking opportu-
nities to divert young people away
from offending behaviour through
early intervention.”

One employee at the local McDon-
ald’s in Wellington Place witnessed
afightbreaking out in the fast-food
outlet during his evening shift. “It
wasn’t clear who started it,” he said,
“but it was between a middle-aged
man and three teenage boys. For-
tunately, no weapons were involved,
but the scuffle resulted in blood
being spilt onto the shop floor. It was
extremely intimidating.”

IMPROBABLE EXPERIENCE

These firsthand experiences from
locals and workers are evidence that
contradict the idea of a family-friend-
ly atmosphere in Wellington Place.
In daytime, the experiences seem
improbable; police are patrolling,
and the Hastings community is en-
joying the heat, in the hotter than
average 2026 summer. Yet the area
shows many symptoms of decline;
shops on the brink of closure are
running emergency sales. Litter
wafts along the gutters and remnants
of rough sleeping camps — mattress-
esand sleeping bags—are present for
allto see. Shops’ corrugated shutters
are scrawled with graffiti. According
to local workers, by evening there
are insufficient police on the beat -

which iswhen instances of antisocial
behaviour rear their head.

The problems are far from new.
A senior manager at Kokoro, which
serves East Asian cuisine, said they
petitioned Sally-Ann Hart during
her time as Hastings MP between
2019 and 2025. After six meetings
with her and Police Commissioners,
they finally got a Police Pod in-
stalled two years ago. Thisisa port-
able or temporary policing hub -
effectively a miniature police
station—with CCTV coverage of the
surrounding area.

Kokoro cited an incident where
local boys had thrown a cup of Mc-
Donald’s coca-cola at their front
counter, resulting in the damages
of store Point-Of-Sale (POS) equip-
ment. Since then, they have banned
groups of young boys from using
their outside seating.

On the topic of repeated antiso-
cial behaviour from local young
people, a council spokesman has
said: “We are aware of concerns
about antisocial behaviour in Hast-
ings town centre. Over the past cou-
ple of months there has been an
increase in incidents involving
groups of young people, and the
Safer Hastings Partnership has
been closely monitoring the situa-
tion and coordinating a multi-agen-
cy response. East Sussex County
Council’s Youth Offending Service
and Early Help teams have been
working alongside Sussex Police to
identify theringleaders and ensure
that serious offenders are appropri-
ately dealt with, while also seeking
opportunities to divert young peo-
ple away from offending behaviour
through early intervention.”

ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE
The council says the partnership
hasfunded youth outreach services
to patrol some of the more secluded
locations where young people tend
to gather during the warmer months
and that this work is continuing,
with additional support from Active
Hastings and Hastings Commons.
All of which “helps to engage young
people in the wide range of positive
diversionary activities available
across the town”.

OH-QTONaY SINVI

However employees at both Mil-
lets and Kamsons Pharmacy say
there is an ‘increasing trend’ to-
wards unprevented, street-based
antisocial behaviour, often worsen-
ing towards the evening. One ar-
gued that the decision of JD Sports
to actively prosecute shoplifters acts
as a far greater deterrent than the
patchy police presence.

Besides commenting on actions
taken against young people, the HBC
spokesperson said: “The council and
its partners recognise the impact
that antisocial behaviour can have
on residents, businesses and visi-
tors. Tackling these issues remains
apriority. The Antisocial Behaviour
Public Spaces Protection Order (ASB
PSPO)is animportant enforcement
tool, helping agencies tackle a wide
range of antisocial behaviour and
manage alcohol consumption in
public places.”

INCREASED SHOPLIFTING
According to Sussex police data,
overall crime in the area has de-
clined slightly between May 2025
and 2026, particularly antisocial
crime - yet shoplifting has propor-
tionally increased. The solar-pow-
ered Pod, which cost around £12,000
to install as part of a £1.4 million
county-wide investment, has previ-
ously been attributed to a 14% de-
cline in hotspot area crime.

HBC told us that they recognise
the importance of a visible police
presence in the town centre, par-
ticularly during busy periods and
in warmer weather, and “partners

continue to work closely with Sus-
sex Police to respond to emerging
issues and community concerns.”

However HIP’s investigation
showed a marked discrepancy be-
tween official police initiatives and
the actual experiences and senti-
ments felt by Wellington Place vis-
itors and employees on the ground.

A senior staff member at Vape &
Mobile, who along with most people
we spoke to asked to remain anon-
ymous, expressed their grievances
at the persistent presence of “local
pissheads, drug addicts and pushy
beggars”. Theyrecalled their expe-
rience of rough sleepers at their
shop windows, which would trigger
security sensorsin product display
windows and deter potential cus-
tomers. They said that many of these
antisocial individuals “tended to be
the same faces”, and observed that
whilst the police showed presence,
this presence lacked enforcement
of aggressive begging in the area.

Several people pointed to the
presence of Change Grow Live, a
CGL-managed Alcohol and Drugs
rehabilitation centre, stationed
based in Wellington Place as con-
tributing to the problems in the
area. The Kokoro restaurant say
they “hit a stone wall” in trying to
get this moved to a new location
following discussions with Sal-
ly-Ann Hart and the police.

EXTENSIVE DRUG SUPPORT

Not everyone thinks that moving the
service would solve the area’s prob-
lems. According to the Change Grow

Live website their drugs team pro-
vides essential support for people
who use a wide range of drugs in-
cluding opiates, cocaine, cannabis,
ketamine, MDMA and steroids. They
also provide aneedle exchange and
“recovery-focused counselling, de-
tox and rehab programmes”. One
Hastings Resident told HIP that clos-
ing or moving a valuable resource
like that could exacerbate addiction
related problems of antisocial behav-
iour. And, anyway, it was wrong to
blame people with addiction and
possible mental health issues for all
the problems in Wellington Place.

The council says that The Safer
Hastings Partnership works closely
with housing services, substance
misuse services, health partnersand
voluntary organisations such as
Seaview to address the complex is-
sues that can contribute to antisocial
behaviour. Recognising that antiso-
cial behaviour is often a symptom
of more complex personal circum-
stances, the partnership aims to
balance enforcement with appropri-
ate support and intervention.

Hastings is the third most de-
prived authority district in East
Sussex, making it more likely that
individuals can fall into difficult
circumstances. The existence of
support centres is essential to the
community, for if people involved
in antisocial behaviour as a cause
of drug or alcohol addiction have
no supportinrebuilding theirlives
there seems every likelihood they
will continue to cause harm to them-
selves or other
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Welcometothe
House of Fun

! RACHEL ATTFIELD

Walking along my road in Hastings
recently, I found myself delighting
in the abundance of plants growing
through the cracksin the pavement.
Dandelions, grasses, tiny flowers,
plantsIcouldn’t name were every-
where. This change is due to alocal
petition many, including my part-
ner, had signed asking the council
to stop using weedkiller on the
streets. Now I could see how that
small act had made space for nature
to bloom everywhere. Not planted,
not designed, not officially invited,
but there anyway.

As abasket maker and craft for-
ager, these pockets of wild mean I
can find plants that become mate-
rialsin my work. What some people
see as weeds, I see as possibilities,
and this made me think about cul-
ture in Hastings.

So much of what makes this town
interesting does not wait for per-
mission. It happens in the gaps: in
pubs, kitchens, gardens, streets,
shared buildings, community
rooms, studios, workshops, cam-
paigns, conversations and acts of
neighbourliness. Hastings is not a
town that waits politely for culture
to be delivered to it. People here
make things happen, often with

very little money, alot of invention,
and a strong feeling that places be-
long to the people who use them.

Culture is fluid. It constantly
changes through our interactions
with others: family, friends, neigh-
bours and people we may only just
be meeting. It’s something we make
together. That’s why Hastings feels
like such a natural place for Fun
Palaces.

Fun Palaces is a UK-wide move-
ment supporting people to create
their own local cultural events.
Each October, people across the
country make Fun Palaces in the
places where they already live, work
and gather: libraries, parks, pubs,
schools, streets, cafés, museums,
community centres and homes. No
big budget, no professionals and no
permanent building required. It
might begin with a recipe, a walk,
astory, asong, craft making, a game,
apiece of local knowledge, a repair
skill, a conversation or an activity.
It’s about people sharing what they
love, creating somethinglocal with
and for the people around them.

The theatre director Joan Little-
wood was the inspiration behind
Fun Palaces. She recognised some-
thing radical: people don’t need to
be taught how to be creative, or to
be given culture, because they al-
ready have it.

Along with architect Cedric Price,

she imagined the Fun Palace in the
1960s as a ‘laboratory of fun’ and a
‘university of the streets’. It was nev-
er built, but the idea behind it re-
mains relevant. Joan believed that
creativity did not belong to experts

or institutions alone. She believed
that everyone had something to con-
tribute. Perhaps that’s why her fa-
mous phrase, “Everyone an artist or
a scientist”, still resonates today.
As Hastings looks towards its bid

dVHO SIRIHO

to become UK Town of Culture 2028,
I hope thisbreadth of culture is part
of the story too: the grassroots, gen-

'S erous custom of people sharing

what they know, making things
happen together and inviting others
in. Notbecause institutional culture
doesn’t matter, but because culture
existsin many forms, and we some-
times need reminding to place
greater value on the things people
are already doing themselves and
with others.

When hundreds of these things
happen across the country at the
same time, with thousands of people
taking part, something remarkable
begins to emerge. It becomes a col-
lective shout. It reminds us that we
are connected to other people and
places and that smalllocal acts can
become powerful when they are
part of something shared.

I would love to see many Fun
Palaces happen across Hastings,
because the town is so full of cul-
tural activities that are worth shout-
ing about. For me, the power of Fun
Palaces lies in recognising what is
already here: the knowledge, hu-
mour, skills, memories, passions
and care that exist in every place.

Like the plants in the pavement
cracks, perhaps the work is partly
to notice what’s already growing,
and make more space for it.

That feels like Hastings to me.
And it feelslike a good place to begin.

Ifyou like the idea of making a Fun
Palace in Hastings or want to talk
through what it could look like, I'd
love to hear from you: rachel@
funpalaces.co.uk. You can also find
out more at funpalaces.co.uk

Read to the Beat

! TOBY BULA-EDGE

The ever-popular Summer Reading
Challenge returns this month for
children aged four to eleven. This
year the theme is Read to the Beat
and explores the connection be-
tween music and storytelling. The
Challenge—to read six books during
July and August-aims toigniteim-
agination and creativity. It will also
be great preparation for the un-
der-16 social media ban.

The Challenge, organised by The
Reading Agency, is backed by Uni-
versal Music Group UK. There will
be activities in libraries across the
county that celebrate the connection
between storytelling and sound,
including African drumming, mak-
ing instruments from recycled ma-
terials, producing stop-motion an-
imation and soundtracks, and
interactive storytelling sessions.

There will also be claymation
filmmaking sessions guided by ex-
perts from Press Play Films, as well
as a chance to take part in set de-
signing.

The Challenge is free to enter.

Children taking part can read any
library book of their choice, includ-
ing fiction, non-fiction, picture
books, or books they share with par-
ents and carers. If your child strug-
gles to not look at a screen for five
seconds, don’t worry, because eB-
ooks, eAudiobooks and CD books —if
they know what a CD is! —also count.

Those taking part will receive
special stickers and other rewards.
Those who complete sixbooks in the
timeframe will earn a certificate
and a medal.

East Sussex County Council’s
Councillor Peter Griffiths says: “I
have been an avid reader all my life
and there are so many benefits to
children being encouraged to read:
from building their knowledge and
their communication and language
skills; to developing self-confidence
—not to mention the immense enjoy-
ment that can be experienced whilst
getting stuckinto areally good book.”

Entry is free. Booking is required
for activities running between
Saturday 4 July and Saturday 5
September. Children can sign up at
their nearest East Sussex library or
visit eastsussex.gov.uk/src

Umbrella
Sussex
Needs
Your Help!

! TOBY BULA-EDGE

A new Community Eco Hub is the
next aim of Umbrella Sussex — the
group behind the Library of Things,
Make and Mend, and Save the Con-
vent Campaign. They are currently
crowdfunding for the project and are
looking for help from the communi-
ty. The hub would combine climate
action and anti-poverty work, fo-
cused on their well-established
mending and lending schemes.
Thebuilding would provide space
for the established Hastings Library
of Things and Make and Mend, and
would also play host to new initia-
tiveslike Hack Space—a shared com-
munity workshop for fixers, makers
and inventors, and that would repair
items, collaborate and develop new

ideas, and tackle waste.

From Shore to Shed would com-
bine beach cleaning with creative
reuse. Materials collected fromlocal
beaches will be sorted and made
available to schools, artists, commu-
nity groups and makers. From these
safe and renewable waste materials,
creative projects can be born.

Providing affordable meeting
rooms, a community kitchen and
fully accessible facilities are also
central to the building’s conception.

To ensure that the building is
never sold and always available to
the people of Hastings, Umbrella
Sussex plans to put the building into
a trust. It would be retrofitted to
high environmental standards, to

tie in with the group’s aim to tackle
the climate crisis —as well as to in-
spirelocalresidents and businesses
to do their part.

Christine, spokesperson for Um-
brella Sussex, says: “I started Make
and Mend in 2019, and we’ve always
struggled with space. Our two reg-
ular volunteers work incredibly
hard to keep up with demand, but
we simply can’t fit in any more vol-
unteers. I’'m so excited that, with
control over our own space, we’llbe
able to open every day and welcome
many more people to get involved.”

To find out more or to donate. visit:
crowdfunder.co.uk/p/communi-
ty-eco-hub
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Gamechanging

Futures

TOBY BULA-EDGE

As we sweat our way through the
third heatwave of the year, it’s im-
possible to ignore that the climate
is changing. That’s why Hastings
United FC and Bexhill United FC are
part of Gamechanging Futures, a
National Lottery-funded project to
help six English sports clubs adapt
to the new climate.

The effects of the climate on sport
are already apparent. Wimbledon
has faced delays due to extreme heat,
while at the World Cup, players are
taking hydration breaks mid-game
due to the heat, much to the conster-
nation of the crowd (arguably an
absurdity, because in this heat most
people can’t even move off the sofa).
The hydration breaks, however, do
seem to be a flash of common sense
from FIFA in a World Cup that is ex-
pected to be the most polluting yet.

On the smaller stage, the effect

is perhaps more widely felt. Across
England climate-related damage
and disruptions to grassroots sport
have produced a financial toll esti-
mated at £320 million. These dis-
ruptions have a knock-on effect for
communities, with pitches and
sports areas being unavailable for
local groups and clubs.

It isn’t just heat that has an im-
pact. Geoff Martin, Media Manager
at Bexhill United FC, highlights that:
“Pitch irrigation and wildly fluctu-
atingwetand dry spells leave us on
aknife-edge with cancellations.” A
third of community pitches across
England are unplayable for up to
two months of the season due to
flooding and waterlogging.

Gamechanging Futures aims to
help clubs adapt to these changes
and help limit their impact on the
environment. It’s a three-year pro-
ject — supported by £1.5 million of
National Lottery funding-beingled
by environmental charities Climate
Outreach and Pledgeball. There are

community@hastingsindependentpress.co.uk
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six participating clubs across the
country, including local Hastings
United FC and Bexhill United FC.
Hastings United FC will launch
Play It Forward. This will keep foot-
ball boots and kits in play through
donation, repair, exchange and re-
distribution. Sally Greig, Director
at Hastings United FC, says that this
aims to “reduce sports kit waste,
make football more affordable, and
ensure that no player is left out of
the game because theylack the right
equipment” — as well as contribut-

ing, even in a small way, to a more
eco-friendly approach.

Just down the road, Bexhill Unit-
ed FCplantoinstall LED footlights,
cutting energy usage in the future
as partof their bid to reduce further
climate damage.

Rachel Orr, CEO of Climate Out-
reach, says: “Fans and players of
grassroots sport are already feeling
the effects of our changing climate.
But they are also at the forefront
of driving possible change. From
installing solar panels to bringing

$t michael’s
hospice

Issue 306

down hills to creating accessible
low carbon clubhouses, clubs are
taking action to lower emissions
and build community pride. We’re
really excited to be working with
these clubs to see what more we
can achieve together.”

A recent report by the Climate
Change Committee said that adap-
tation cannot wait — as evidenced
in partby the struggles sports clubs
face. That’s why they’re taking ac-
tion now to change the game for
future generations.

Walk for
someone you
love. Together.

Spend a special evening with
your family, celebrating the
life of someone you miss

this September.

Moonlight Walk

tickets today.

N

stmichaelshospice.com/moonlight

Registered charity no. 288462 G@M0
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L.eaves
of Love

! TOBY BULA-EDGE

Hastings Court Care Home aims to
plant a lasting legacy. They will
plant atreein memory of every res-
ident who dies to create a legacy of
past generations—all the while pro-
tecting the environment for future
generations.

The initiative is called Leaves of
Love and is beingled by Head of Hos-
pitality Emma Gosling and Hastings
Court’s six-member Green Team. The
initiative is one in a series of envi-
ronmental initiatives by the group
which have included litter picks,
Christmas toy and food appeals, sus-
tainability markets, clothes swaps
and wildlife gardening projects.

The elements to start the initia-
tive are almost all in place. They
will pay for, plant and maintain the
trees. But that’s if they can find
somewhere to grow them. Hastings
Court Care Home are looking for
places to plant them and are appeal-

ing to the community to find land
to grow the legacy of trees.

Emma says: “We wanted to create
something that reflects our values
oflove, care, respect and sustaina-
bility. Every resident leaves their
mark on our home and becomes
part of our family. Planting a tree
in their memory means their legacy
will continue to grow for genera-
tions to come.

“We’re not asking anyone to pay
for anything. We simply hope that
if someone has land available, or
knows someone who does, they’ll
consider allowing us to plant one
or more native British trees.”

The Care Home will work with
landowners to choose tree species
appropriate and beneficial to the
local wildlife.

Thisis not the only way that fam-
ilies can remember theirloved ones.
They will also have the option of
taking a memorial tree home to
plant in their own gardens.

But the main aim of Emma and
the Green Team is to find land to
start planting a lasting legacy.

Emma adds: “This is about re-
membering the wonderful people
we’ve had the privilege to care for
while creating something positive
for the future. We hope the commu-
nity will help us make that happen.”

Conselling

'
Plus

Community Relocates
to St Leonards

! TOBY BULA-EDGE

Local mental health charity Coun-
selling Plus Community (CPC) will
be relocating to the St Nicholas Cen-
tre from 1 September. The collabo-
rative move was announced by long

running charity the Fellowship of
St Nicholas (FSN).

The relocation will bring together
the two well-established and crucial
charities, strengthening the support
services FSN delivers to children,
young people and families.

CPCwas established in 1992 and
provides affordable counselling for

people aged 16 and over who are on
benefits or low income. They will
continue to provide this service
from their new home and hope the
move will help improve their abil-
ity to deliver it.

Verra Papaspyrou, CPC’s CEO, and
FSN’s CEO Angelica McMilan both
expressed excitement about the
move. “Our rootslie in recognising
the urgent need for affordable ther-
apy within an area of significant
deprivation,” says Verra, “and I be-
lieve this ethos will be enhanced
and further developed by working
closely with FSN.”

“We have been building towards
combining our respective strengths
at the St Nicholas Centre over the
past few months,” says Angelica. “It’s
such a great opportunity to enhance
the support available to children,
young people and families across
our local communities. Creating
greater access to dedicated mental
health services and a more joined-up
approach to wellbeing is so needed.
We have listened to our community,
and this collaboration is another
step forward into ensuring families’
journeysinlife are happier, one step
atatime.”

To find out more about the work of
CPC and FSN go to: counsellingplus.
org or fsncharity.co.uk

Galleways

fa
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\ccounting

Supporting people and businesses to
keep their finances in order, so that they
can enjoy more of life.

The same team are still here in Bexhill-

on-Sea, but now with the additional
support of even more experts across

the South East.

Accounts, tax returns, payroll,
bookkeeping, audit, VAT - all in a
friendly, jargon-free way!

Please get in touch with us to see how

we can help you and your business.

www.wearegalloways.com
© bexhill@wearegalloways.com
O 01424 730000
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Pett Level Rescue Octopus Team ' ..

Octopus Rescue:
A Sign of Things

to Come

! PAUL MCLAUGHLIN

The Pett Level Rescue Boat team,
usually tasked with helping dis-
tressed swimmers and vessels,
found themselvesin uncharted wa-
ters on Saturday 4 July when they
responded to an alertregarding an
unusual casualty: a live octopus,
marooned in the sand by the reced-
ing tide. Steve Hill, the Chair of the
Launch Authority, told HIP that his
members carefully recovered the
creature before safely returning it
to the sea. Another successful, al-
beit unusual mission, for the team
of valued community volunteers.
While the sighting of this eight-
armed cephalopod may still feel like
a novelty for beachgoers, its pres-
ence is likely to signal the onset of
a serious ecological upheaval in
local waters. For the fishermen of
Hastings, however, it represents a

potential threat to theirlivelihoods.

The sightings of octopuses are
becoming more common along the
South Coast, particularly off Corn-
wall. Marine biologists explain that
the sudden surge in sightings — a
phenomenon known as a ‘bloom’
- is driven by environmental fac-
tors, such as a mild winter followed
by awarm breeding season, super-
charged by the long-term warming
of our seas due to global warming.

The warm-water creatures make
their way here from much hotter
southern waters as sea tempera-
turesrise. This migration is driven
not only by the current marine heat-
wave, but also by longer-term cli-
matic trends that are pushing sea
surface temperatures 4-5°C above
average in parts of the English
Channel. So-called ‘heat domes’ ex-
acerbate the problem by trapping
thehotair to drive record-breaking
air temperatures.

In the short term, some of us may

baskin the tropical conditions and
enjoy lazy afternoons on the beach.
Yet it is becoming increasingly
clear that the ecological shift sci-
entists have long warned about is
no longer a distant forecast but a
present-day reality.

The rising sea temperatures
along the Kent and Sussex coastline
are already impacting traditional
marine habitats, the very staples of
the historic, shore-launched Hast-
ings fishing fleet. The numbers of
cod, Dover sole, plaice, herring,
mackerel and skate fished locally
are declining, as these species move
further north to find colder waters.
Seagrasses and kelp forests are also
disappearing rapidly from around
the English Channel.

The rise in octopus numbers is
now beginning to have an impact
on shellfish stocks, too. Octopuses
are voracious predators of crusta-
ceans, and as their population is set
to explode, stocks of crab and lob-
sters arelikely to be decimated. This
will impact shellfish potters who
use specialised baited traps (known
as ‘pots’) to catch their quarry
which are highly prized.

The octopus threat is only the lat-
estblow to an already battered fish-
ing fleet, which has seen the number
of active beach-launched boats that
make up the historic fleet in Hast-
ingsreduced to almost single figures.

Roland Kelly, skipper of the Sen-
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lac Jack, has witnessed first-hand
the dramatic decline in Hastings’
fishing fleet over his 40-year career.

= When he first put to sea in 1986, he
- S says the waters off the Sussex coast
4% were teeming with cod, Dover sole

and plaice, but those abundant
hauls are “now a fading memory”.
He blames the steady encroachment
of large EU trawlers, “even within
the post-Brexit six-mile limit,” of
over-fishing and of stripping the
inshore grounds of mature fish. As
aresult, “catches today barely cov-
er costs” he says.

Add to that the bureaucratic na-
ture of fishing quotas, whose rigid
inflexibility makes them virtually
impossible to meet, along with the
prospect of extended Marine Pro-
tection Zones — a conservation ini-
tiative he supports for safeguarding
critical habitats, yet whose expan-
sion he fears willimpose even great-
er constraints.

Mr Kelly believes fishing is a
passion but “a passion too few young
people seem to share today”. The
restrictions have simply become too
onerous and he asksis it any wonder
“given the difficult working condi-
tions, the financial uncertainty, and
the bureaucracy why any young
person would want to work the
boats anymore.”

He acknowledges an ecological
shift is under way in the English
Channel with sea temperatures
rising and traditional fish stocks
depleting. He also believes the
threat posed by the rise in octopus
numbers, whilst real, is not the
most immediate concern of local
fishermen.

The longer-term shiftin marine
life will inevitably present oppor-
tunities, as new species arrive in
local waters. Increasing numbers
of octopus and blue fin tuna could,
in time, he says, provide lucrative
markets. But, he adds, there is no
certainty that the octopus will stay
if their supply of crustaceans dis-
appears. New equipment will also
be needed along with new skills,
and new supply chains —all at con-
siderable cost, and it remains to be
seen whether these gains will out-
weigh the losses already being felt
across the local fleet.

The rescue of the octopus in Pett
Level was undoubtedly an act of
kindness, butit also serves as a stark
warning. Increasing numbers of
octopus are a visible sign that glob-
al warming is real and that an in-
crease in sea temperatures will
have a massive impact on our town
and on the very future of our his-
toric fishing fleet.

peachy

studios

Treatment/Therapy rooms to rent within
Peachy self-care Centre in Saint Leonards

Room shares from £80pw

Private rooms from £120pw

Large car park

@peachy_centre_st.leonards

Rebecca:07726693946
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Town Plans and
Money Plans

The 410 pages of Hastings Council’s
Draft Local Plan on the future of
the town till 2041 attracted many
criticisms earlier this year, and the
Council meeting on 23 September
will be discussing possible
changes. This is a serious business,
but two of the most important ‘local
plans’ in the history of the town
were implemented many centuries
before Hastings Council existed as
it is today, as STEVE PEAK explains.

The first of these large-scale chang-
es in the shape of the town was the
reconstruction of the Old Town after
the hurricane of 1287; the second was
the attempt, around 1580, to build a
harbour in the Priory Valley which
laid out the town centre asitis today.

At both these times the govern-
ment of the town was carried out
by a bailiff, assisted by 12 jurats,
normally referred to as ‘the breth-
ren’, who were basically theleading
members of the local establishment.
The bailiff represented the Crown,
imposing any necessary taxes, and
generally ‘looking after’ the town
in a limited semi-formal way.

As Hastings had a population of
many hundreds of people, rather
than the tens of thousands that
there are today, the bailiff and
brethren should usually have been
able to find a consensus agreement
of the chiefresidents about what to
do in serious matters.

Until 1287 most of the Old Town
was laid out further south than to-
day, and the East and West Hills
extended further to seaward. Buta
series of damaging storms from the
1250s, culminating in February
1287, brought major destruction to
much of the southern coast of Eng-
land. Whole areas of the coastline
were then redrawn, with estuaries
silting up and cliffs collapsing.

The most famous victim of the
1287 hurricane was the original
town of Winchelsea, which until
then stood on a massive shingle
bank that protected the confluence
of the estuaries of the Rivers Brede,
Rother and Tillingham, and provid-
ed a sheltered anchorage called the
Camber. After the Norman Con-
quest, Winchelsea was of great im-
portance in cross-Channel trade
(acting especially as an entrep6t for
London) and as a naval base. By

1281 the people of Winchelsea had
become aware that the end was near
for their existing town because of
the many storms, so they began lay-
ing out the new town on higher
ground, where it is today.

There is no surviving written
record of just how Hastings suffered
from the late 13th century storms,
but the result can be seen on the
ground in the layout of today’s Old
Town, which was actually a new
town built after 1287. The clue isin
the way both the High Street and
All Saints Street have been laid out
in parallel straight lines, as can be

1746 borough boundaries

seen in the 1746 map. These were
cut into the slopes of the West and
East Hills respectively.

This encroachment required high
pavements to be constructed on
which the houses could be built. The
houses could not have been built
prior to the pavements, and no build-
ingsin the Old Town today date from
before the late 13th century storms.

But it was different, two centu-
ries later, when the local ‘ruling
class’ decided unilaterally that they
wanted to turn the Priory Valley
into a harbour. The Priory Valley in
Roman and Anglo-Saxon times was
one of only a handful of English
harbours available for cross-Chan-
nel traffic. This was probably the
main reason the town of Hastings
had been created in the 9th century,
as anew national economy had be-
gun to emerge, based on increased
cross-Channel trading and trans-
port. The town itself was on top of
White Rock, mostly on the section
that has now been lost to the sea.

Butin the 12th century, the har-
bour mouth silted up and the town
gradually moved into the Bourne
Valley, where the West Hill provid-
ed some shelter for a port at the
mouth of the Bourne Stream. This
was largely destroyed by the 1287
hurricane, so for the next 300 years
a succession of wooden harbour
arms was built roughly where the
west end of West Street is today.
These provided some shelter for
fishing boats and the small commer-
cial vessels operating off the beach
in front of the Bourne Valley.

By thelate 16th century, England
was increasingly becoming an in-
ternational trader, buying and sell-
ing goods around the world. In 1578
leading members of the Hastings
establishment decided this would
be a good time torestore the Priory
Valley as the harbour it had been

long ago. A petition was sent from
the ‘townspeople’ of Hastings to
Queen Elizabeth asking for a grant
of £4,000 (many millions of pound
today) to turn the valley into a “very
good haven for the arriving and
safeguard of ships, barks and boats,
to the great relief of the inhabitants
and all merchants and travellers
sailing along the narrow seas [the
English Channel]”.

A ‘haven’is a closed-in dock, like
amarina, rather than a harbour arm
projecting into the open sea. Queen
Elizabeth gave her blessing, author-
ising thelocal establishment to start
collecting funding for the scheme,
soworkbegan. Within a year £2,000
had been spent. But then the rest of
the money that the local business-
men had obtained went missing and
construction had to stop. Historian
William Camden wrote in 1586 that
“the contribution was quickly con-
verted into private purses, and the
publicke good neglected”.

It seems thatin about 1580 a sea-
wall of soil, and possibly rock, had
beenbuilt across the Valley near the
seawhere Cambridge Road is today.
This may have been put on top of
an already-existing trackway
across the valley which is likely to
have been formed by people trav-
elling along the coast once the Pri-
ory Valley had partly filled with
shingle and silt.

Parallel to the c1580 sea-wall
across the valley, there appears to
have been another wall further in-
land, where South Terrace is now.
These two walls and the hillsides
to east and west of them would have
formed the deep-water haven where
the Priory Meadow shopping centre
is today.

But the haven was never complet-
ed, instead it became a large wet
marshland in the middle of the val-
ley. In the mid-18th century it could

still be seen on ground in outline,
as shown in the 1746 map. In the
southern corner of the haven was
the outlet to the sea of the Priory
Stream, over which a succession of
bridges was built. As the town ex-
panded westward in the 1830s, the
bridge site became the heart of the
town, where the Albert Memorial
clocktower was built in 1863.

The 1580’s trickery by theleading
Hastings businessmen which halted
the haven scheme was probably the
key factor in the setting up by the
Crown in 1588 of a commission of
inquiry into the mismanagement of
the town of Hastings. To regularise
the controversial situation, a ‘char-
ter of incorporation’ (usually re-
ferred to as the ‘Elizabethan Char-
ter’) was passed in February 1589.
The elusive, self-perpetuating cartel
which had been running the town
for many years was replaced by a
new governing body, described as
the ‘Mayor, Jurats and Commonalty
of the town and port of Hastings’.

This was essentially the old
self-interested ruling group by an-
other name. But from 1589 it was a
new legally-defined corporate body
—Hastings Corporation—which had
specificrights and responsibilities.
were many similar local govern-
ment corporations around the coun-
try, most of which were run by
members who re-elected them-
selves or friends, and who were
suspected of becoming rich at the
expense of the town’s inhabitants.

This became so widespread that
the Whig government in 1833 set
up aroyal commission to investigate
the working of 285 local authorities.
Thisresulted in the 1835 Municipal
Corporations Act which established
the principle oflocal councils elect-
ed by ratepayers, which had to pub-
lish audited financial accounts.
Hastings Council was born.
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Paul Joy: A Boxer
Who Went to Sea

! JOHN COLE

“My very first fight was against
aRoyal Marine in a Chichester hotel,
where aringwassetup in the middle
of the dining room. Before the fight,

The name Paul Joy iswellknownin the Marine came into the dressing

Hastings, especiallyin the Old Town.
Paul has been a fisherman here for
most ofhis adultlife and he hasbeen
chair of the Hastings Fishermen’s
Association since 1977. However,
what most people don’t know is that
a young Paul Joy was a very keen
amateur boxer who had dozens of
fights, most of which he won.

“In 1970, inspired by watching
the fights of Muhammad Alion TV,
Ifirst went to the Hastings West Hill
Boxing Club with absolutely no ex-
perience,” said Paul.

“The training was pretty serious.
We’d run and sprint from the gym
to Battle, before returning to the
gym in Hastings to spar for three
rounds. Other times, we’d jog along
the beach, holding up heavy weights
to get our muscles used to keeping
our hands up. I loved it!”

“As an amateur, we fought three,
three-minute rounds. I found out
early thatI could hit and knock out
opponents with a good right hand.
You could say my style was like a
bouncer. I fought as a light welter-
weight (140 pounds or 10 stone/7)
and occasionally, I'd fight as a light-
weight (up to 135 pounds), and some-
times I’d fight opponents consider-
ably heavier and more experienced
than me because I had a reputation
of knocking out opponents early.
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Paul Joy, Hastings fisherman

room to taunt me, looking me up and
down and sneeringly saying, ‘No
problem’. IKO’d him in the first thir-
ty seconds of the firstround! And in
my next few fights, IKO’d opponents
with my right hand cross.”

“In 1974 1 fought Clinton McKen-
zie, who was an up and coming star
in the amateur circuit. I knocked
him down in the third round, but
lost on points. In fact, McKenzie went
on to become the professional British
light welterweight champion.”

“As an amateur, we weren’t al-
lowed to be paid cash prizes, so my
promoter would arrange prizes, such
asbath towels and bathroom scales.”

“One time, the Club set up a box-
ingring on the shingle beach, where
the Ferris wheel now is. It felt more
like a fairground than a proper box-
ing arena. Anyone was invited to
step into the ring with me, but most
of my opponents were totally use-
less, sometimes even pissed, soI had
to hold back so I didn’t hurt them.”

“I’ve never been knocked out, but
I'have been knocked down several
times. One time there was boxing
on Hastings Pier, and my opponent,
Johnny Farnbry, didn’t show up on
time, so while Iwas waiting for him,
I had a few beers too many. When
Farnbry eventually did show up he
knocked me down. I got up, but lost
on points. Lesson learned!”

“I boxed for almost six years,
until 1977. All my family were in
the fishing industry, and eventu-
ally I followed. Also, it wasn’t fair
to my wife and two children to be
disappearing days on end to fight
abroad.”

“Just before I ‘retired’ from the
ring, I had a few unofficial, under
the radar fights. For about a year, I
worked on a building site as a hod
carrier... and a boxer! After our mid

day dinner break, I'd put down my
hod and put on the gloves and box.
There was no ring or ropes, we just
fought on a square patch of concrete
floor. I mostly sparred with the
sub-contractor, Terry Haddon. And
Igot£10 a day for doing both, which
was good money then!”

“In another unofficial fight, I
fought a Frenchman in the Hotel de
France on Jersey Island. He was two
weight classes heavier than me and
Iinjured my hand when I hit him.
AsIwasthen fighting one-handed,
they stopped the fight. The best bit
about boxingin Jersey was that for
a few days after the fights we were
given freedom of the city and got
free drinks in all the pubs.”

Two of my most memorable ‘un-
der the radar’ fights were againsta
fighter called Ripley, King of the
Gypsies, in Canterbury. I beat Ripley
in our first fight, but what was most
memorable was that in the first
round, ten and twenty pound notes
started appearing all over the can-
vas. Ripley didn’t trust his promot-
er, so instead of keeping his pay in
hislocker, he stuffed the moneyinto
his socks and as the fight pro-
gressed, the pound notes started
falling out onto the ring.”

“In our second fight, I knocked
Ripley down, butinstead of getting

up to finish the fight, he jumped out
of the ring to attack an obnoxious
spectator who was heckling him. It
really was like the Wild West!”

I ask Paul what he thinks of box-
ing today. “With all the different
sanctioning bodies, who are only
interested in profits rather than their
fighters’ welfare, professional box-
ing has become a bit of a circus. But
I'still think amateur boxing is still
very important for young men, as
well as women, giving them a com-
munity to belong to, and to help them
focus their energies positively.

DoesPaul have any regrets about
his boxing career?

“No regrets, it was a fantastic
time!”

“In fact,” Paul continues, “I gen-
uinely think that the skillsIlearned
as a boxer - resilience, determina-
tion and the ability to pick myself
up off the canvas and keep fighting
—have been invaluable in my role
as chair of Hastings Fishermen’s
Protection Society, fighting for the
rights of our fishing community.”

E34:E

John Cole has been
photographing the
Hastings Fishing
Community since
1991. Visit his site at
= johncole.co.uk

GOAT LEDGE PRESENTS

SUNSET

|V

SESSIONS

AUGUST LINE UP

4TH | THE CHRISTOPHER WHITE COLLECTIVE

CINEMATIC AMBIENT JAZZ

6TH | INDIA BLUE

SUBLIME FOLK HARPIST & SONGSMITH

11TH | HAYMANOT TESFA

MESMERISING ETHIOPIAN VOICE & KRAR

13TH | THE SAM WILLS JAM COLLECTIVE

A TSUNAMI OF LOCAL TALENT. BEACH PARTY AHOY!

18TH | LEELA

EXPERIMENTAL DRUM & BRASS

20TH | MAET

BRIGHTON’S PSYCHOLOGICALLY INFORMED ELECTRIC SYMPOSIUM

25TH | PITO PATO CON INVITADOS

SAMBA / BOSSA 7/ ORGINALS

27TH | THE TINY TOADS

AWARD WINNING JAZZ SAXOPHONIST JOSEPHINE DAVIS WITH HER TRIO

GOATLEDGE




Issue 306

arts@hastingsindependentpress.co.uk

17 July 2026 Hastings Independent

12

Arts

Multilayered
Meaningsin
[ranian Art

MARK SPELMAN on his new
exhibition at Project 78

Ifirstrecall seeing what you could
broadly call ‘Persian Miniatures’
when I was installing a show in
Dammam, KSA. I still go back and
forth to install artwork there. It’s
an important place to me, for many
reasons.

When I told people I was going
to the Middle East to work I was
met with a typical response, laced
with prejudice and an underlying
sense of Western superiority. In
spite of more global cultural expo-
sure, thisremains. To me it was an
opportunity to see art to which I
would not ordinarily have access.
The discovery of the miniatures
was a part of this.

The miniatures are deceitfully
tricky: the ornately painted borders
seem to exist only for themselves

—askilful patterning and rendering
of cloth butting up against wonky
angles and lack of reliably straight
lines. The flattening-out of perspec-
tive brought to mind dried flowers
pressed in the pages of an old book.
They elicit a joy for drawing, for
looking, for seeing and trying to
replicate things, especially natural
objects. Above all, I liked the idea
that these are a collaboration be-
tween skilled artisans: the guy who
would do the flowers perhaps work-
ing on one border with the pattern
guy waiting next to him, and the lad
who draws the trousers sitting in
the corner.

They were intended as illumina-
tions for manuscripts, drawn and
painted just to be bound and kept
hidden; stacked on darkened

shelves with the pages slowly dis-
colouring from the edges inwards.
At first I thought them unsophisti-
cated, butIrealised quickly that this
wasn’t the case. They had been ex-
cised from manuscripts, mounted
and framed for a gallery, but that
didn’t mute their narrative, even if
you had to work harder to under-
stand it.

They also felt proletarian, in spite
of the subject matter of historical
moments: battles, conflicts, celebra-
tions of stature and the rise of great

figures (I've always disliked the idea
of the heroic or the Saviour in art).

JUXTAPOSITIONS,

CONTEXTS, AND
ENQUIRIES

Frivolously, perhaps, I thought that
itwould be fun to copy them, butin
doing so also to represent scenes of
the life and people I was working
with. That new art horizon was in
its own way a kind of battle or
land-grab; the importation of a cul-
tural idea that was unrelated to its

environment, and often in contra-
diction to it. These contradictions
are the foundation of these draw-
ings. Atwhat point does celebration
become appropriation? And does
thatreally matter if you’re borrow-
ing an aesthetic from an ironic cul-
ture that elevates Jeff Koons’ disco
rabbits to an obscene value quite
unrelated to their physical or artis-
tic merit?

My drawings are essentially jux-
tapositions of environments, sub-
jects and objects. They are about
things that shouldn’t be there, and
are an enquiry as to why they are.
They are about the oil-and-water
effect of cultural tension that can
only exist in certain quarters, the
navigation of new territories, polit-
ically, culturally and artistically.
Mostly they are love stories; for a
place, an idea and for people. They
are narrative works that speak of
moments soon lost to time, much
like a page removed from a book
and shorn from its original context.

There is heroism in them, butlike
all the best heroes they are the un-
witting and unwilling, the smaller
voices that don’t vie for attention but
instead pass by without fanfare, mak-
ing life more bearable by existing,
rather than by aleading example.

Mark Spelman’s exhibition You
Weren’t There is showing at
Project 78 Gallery, Norman Road
until 25 July

<119
ED BOXALL

Jamboranja
Jamboram

| ED BOXALL

Do you have an imaginary friend?
Or do you think you might be some-
one’simaginary friend?

Imaginary friends make our
worlds bigger, wilder and full of
new possibilities. We can ask them
things we are afraid to ask anyone
else. We can tell them our secrets.
They tend to be good listeners and
can often take us to enchanted plac-
es beyond our troubles.

Several imaginary friends are
joining me as I tourlibrariesin Sus-
sex and Kent this Summer. I'll be
introducing audiences to characters

Ly

such as Wendy Wildwood, The Twi-
light Dragon and my favourite im-
aginary friend Jamboranja Jambo-
ram, the wild crow-man from my
book We the Wild Ones.

I’'m also delighted to be getting
to know some imaginary friends
through collaborations with two
brilliantlocal writers. These began
with a performance at Hastings Li-
brary by David Quantick, celebrat-
ing his book Imagine a Friend. The
novella explores the theme of im-
aginary friendsin a way that deals
poignantly with loss and separation,
while also succeeding as an addic-
tive page-turner. Locals will prob-
ably find themselves seeing a ver-
sion of Alexandra Park as they read.

The theme of imaginary friends
is clearly in the air as Brian Moses’
new verse-novel is I am Ray’s Imag-
inary Friend, described as: A
spell-binding illustrated verse sto-
ry for 7+ year olds... Thought-pro-
voking, heart-warming and beau-
tifully written, an outstanding book
to share with KS2 children.” (School
Reading List)

Brian Moses and I will be per-
formingtogether at Hastingslibrary
at 11.00am on 29 July. Brian will be
introducing I am Ray’s Imaginary
Friend, but can no doubt also be per-
suaded to share some of his classic,
beloved poems, such as Walking My
Iguana, that I had the pleasure of
illustrating a few years ago.

At the event, I’ll be sharing my
new picture book The Twilight Drag-
on. In my story, the soft colours of
sunset become a dragon that carries
aworried child to an endless world
inside a cloud. Once safely in The
Twilight Dragon’s world, she can
wander freely, talk openly... and
dancelike no one is watching. I'll be
telling the story with the large orig-
inalillustrations I made for the book.

Following our joint event on 29
July, I'll be going solo, visiting librar-
ies throughout the area with East
Sussex Library Service. All perfor-
mances will be full of stories, poems,
pictures, music and joining in.

Please visit edboxall.co.uk, facebook,
Instagram or the library service for
details. All events are free and all
ages are welcome. Bring your
friends- both real and imaginary!

Hastings
writers
contribute
to anti-
Trum
anthology

‘Art is not a form of propaganda; it
isa form of truth”: words uttered by
John F. Kennedy in 1963.

TDS [Trump Derangement Syn-
drome] 2026 is an anthology of po-
etryand art from around the world.
28 contributors confront the cata-
strophic stupidity, cruelty, corrup-
tion, racism and murder precipitat-
ed by the disastrous Trump
administration. Many people are
incensed, horrified and driven to
extremes of language by this — a
condition that hasbeen weaponised
by the orange lunatic and his cro-
nies against their opponents, to
suggest that they are not capable of
rational thought (as opposed to
Trumpian policies that are of course
cohesive, progressive and well
thought-out!). This is a historical
record for today and future times.

2D

RCrANIGMENS

Trump

SvRdroms

2026

From the 28 contributions in the
anthology, readings from which fea-
tured as part of Nottingham Poetry
Festival, only two from England are
included - the others are from
around the world: USA, Canada, In-
dia, Europe and one from Scotland.
Both artists live and work in Hast-
ings and St Leonards. Felicity Ste-
phen is a poet, writer and educator
—sherunsa series of workshops here,
Hastings Writers for Wellbeing, and
facilitates speaking and writing
workshops for refugees.

Lee Allane is a poet, artist and
illustrator, also living in Hastings.

TDS 2026, Poetry Global Network
Publishing UK, ed. Mark Fishbein
and Ray Whitaker. On sale on
Amazon, Barnes & Noble and at all
good bookshops.
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Hastings Arts Forum
Two Seaside
Exhibitions

Arts Forum at 20 Marine Court has
been showing consistently good-
quality arthere since 2006, and this
summer’s shows are no exception.

GREENHEAD’S GULLS
Local Hastings artist Bill Green-
head invites you into the mind of
a seagull. Imagine a universe
where Earth is not dominated by
humans, but by avian creatures
that call themselves “Sea Gulls”.
What films would they make?
What God would they worship? Do
they even eat cereal?

Allthese questions and more will
be answered in the fabulously
quirky one man show at the Hastings

Bill Greenhead, IceScream

J y g

Deborah Tiﬁhins, The Seaguil Slianfirlsingers Finale

Arts Forum in St Leonards on Sea.
A two-week show was launched
on 10 July. Bill sported a brand new,
never seen before, seagull T shirt
designed and hand painted by the
artisthimself. Prepare to be amazed.

SMILEY FISH, ETC

Soon after that sees the return of
the show Smiley Fish and Cheerful
Things, which was such a success
last year. A great line-up of seven
local artists is gathered to show

work which aims to be bright, fam-
ily-friendly and joyous - something
for everyone and for every room in
the house. The show will house
paintings, prints, ceramics and the
occasional ‘curiosity’, using inspi-
ration from coastal themes, the
local area, recognisable characters
and folklore.

The artists are: Dawn Timmins,
Judith Douglas, Fiona Granelli, Alex
Leadbeater, Darren Baxter, Kate
Winterton Dyer and Ed Boxall (who
will also be presenting free story-
telling events in his unique, inimi-
table, universally-appealing style.)

Bill Greenhead’s
exhibition runs
until 19 July at 20
Marine Court, St.
Leonards. TN38

L 0DX. Smiley Fish
runs 5-16 August. Wednes-
days-Sundays. Open evening 7
August, 6-8 pm, storytelling 16
August 3-4 pm. All welcome. Visit
hastingsartsforum.co.uk/category/
exhibition for more information.

Cover art from Sea Views Soft Rains

BOO - Love, Loss,
and Redemption

! VICTORIA KINGHAM

BOO - (Battery Operated Orchestra)

ity music tracks. This—BOO’s eighth
studio product - is, like many con-
temporary outputs, a concept al-
bum, based around pictures of an

apparently fading seaside town.

For your £17 album price you get
not only twelve carefully-synthe-
sised songs, a box lovingly folded
with their own hands, but also 15
photographs. The whole package is
intentionally fadeable, mutable,
easily-damaged. It’s based around
themes of love, loss, and redemp-
tion, ‘refracted through rain-
streaked windows, empty prome-
nades and abandoned ballrooms.’

Thisis a sophisticated collection
of impeccably-produced, wholly
electronic tracks The voices are part
of the digital whole - controlled,
measured, pitch-constant; the beat
is crystal clear, decibel-sharp,
bpm-consistent. What in other gen-
res we might regard as the normal
ebb and flow of musical engagement
- natural variations in rhythm,
pace, volume, pitch, sustain, and a
lot of other things thatimbue music
with emotion, become secondary to
a pinpoint-sharp, other-worldly ex-
actitude. Why not? We live in a
world dominated by these kind of
images, where the medium is, de-
finitively, the message.

BOO are Brigitte Rose, born in
Tasmania, and Chris Black, from
Scotland, who now live here.
Album release is 3 August.

Coven
Club at the

Carlisle

Female-Led
Live Rock
Music Night
Returns

The Coven Club, a fabulous new live
music night to showcase femme-
fuelled rock, punk and metal bands,
returns to The Carlisle Rock Bar in
Hastingsin July this year. The night
has already lived up to its aim of
promoting up-and-coming talent,
with April’s headliners Vampyra
having since secured a coveted slot
atthis year’s Bloodstock heavy met-
al festival.

Vampyra, the feisty Kent-based
horror punks who headlined The
Coven Club just weeks after debut-
ing their revamped line-up [pun
intended!], have gone on to win the

regional Metal 2 the Masses compe-
tition, securing them a place on the
New Blood stage at Bloodstock.

The Coven Clubis run by vocalist
Amanda Brooks-Byron and bassist
Steph Bennion of Hastings rock
band Ditch the Demon. Both are
keen to do more to support women
who want to forge their own path
in the male-dominated world of
heavy rock. Hastings already
punches above its weight in terms
of its music scene and Amanda and
Steph see the potential for some-
thing a bit differentin town. All the
bignamesinrock music started life
in grassroots venues like The Carl-
isle. Vampyra are but one success
story and The Coven Club will un-
doubtedly see more.

The Coven Club runs quarterly
at The Carlisle Rock Bar in Hastings,
with atleastonelocal act appearing
on each bill. The next event on Fri-
day 24 July will feature: Key Change
Electric, Deity and Devilry, and
headliners Kindred Spirit Band,
prog/folk-rock.

Tickets for 24 July (£5) are on sale
from The Carlisle, online at Skiddle
and will also be available on the
door. Money raised through ticket
sales will go directly to the bands,
supporting original music.

make “highly charged electronica
withincredibly addictive melodies”
and are an independent act now
based in St Leonards. Their new
album Sea Views Soft Rains, was
made during the year in which they
moved here from Newhaven. It’s out
on stream now, and is to be released
on CD in early August.

For everyone but the fortunate
few who can survive solely on the
quality of their music, their noto-
riety, or their retrospectively nos-
talgic appeal, sale of a modern al-
bum is much more than the simple
laying down of ten or twelve qual-
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Cafes, Castles

and Community:
How Bunka
transformed
Hastings’
high-up spaces

! ELLA LOWDEN

In 2024 the Hastings Independent
metwith Josh Levy, Tad MacDonald
and Celia Farrar to discuss the be-
ginning of Bunka, a collaboration
delivering restaurant pop-ups
across Hastings and St Leonards.
Jump forward a couple of years to
today and you’ll find Bunka’s Roof-
top Bar on top of the Observer Build-
ing, their Kiosk perched on the West
Hill and Hastings Castle filled with
people, music and food. They’ve
come far since thatinitial article but
are still just at the beginning, with
plans for a restaurant and visitor
centre on The West Hill Cafe site.
Under the banner of Troika Pro-
jects, the team set up Bunka Restau-
rant, bringing a wealth of expertise
from each of their varied back-
grounds. When Josh first met Celia
he got her picking sticky labels off
tubs, mistaking her for someone
with no kitchen experience. Mean-
while Celia was writing her recipe
book Poke: Hawaiian Inspired Sushi
Bowls and founding one of the UK’s
first poke eateries. Josh himselfhas
worked in Michelin Star institu-
tions, beginning his career with

Gennaro Contaldo and Jamie Oliver
before working as Sous Chef at
Thomas Kerridge’s renowned res-
taurant in the Corinthia Hotel.

Tad, who you’ve probably encoun-
tered smiling out the hatch of the
Kiosk or flying over the rooftop bar
with drinks and pizzas in tow, has
over 15 years of experience manag-
ing high-performing hospitality
venues, ranging from Flat Iron and
Caravan in London, to Heist, Boat-
yard and Farmyard in St Leonards.

After a successful pop-up last
year, Bunka has permanently
opened a rooftop bar on top of The
Observer Building. It is a treat to
see Hastings from a different per-
spective, the views scan over the
higgledy-piggledy rooftops of the
new town, reaching their limit at
the sea’s edge. Pizzas, British char-
cuterie from Curing Rebels, and
English wine from Henners vine-
yard make up their simple but de-
licious menu. The pizza flavours
offer twists on classics like pepper-
oni with hot honey or nduja on a
white base with mussels. The atmos-
phere is relaxed, with an indoor
area as well as the open rooftop,
offering panoramic views whatev-
er the weather.

In addition to their rooftop bar,
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the trio run The Kiosk, a hugely
popular café positioned on top of
the West Hill. Although the Kiosk
isatemporary set-up, it has become
amuch-loved spot for breathless hill
hikers, toastie-lovers and Hastings’
entire population of dogs. With de-
licious coffee from Nelson Coffee Co.
in Eastbourne, sourdough from
Poppyseed Bakery and beers from
Three Legs Brewery in Bexhill, the
Kiosk highlights the incredible com-
munity oflocal food and drink sup-
pliers we have available in Sussex.

The Kiosk was initially builtasan
interim offering while the team de-
veloped the site of the West Hill Café
and Hastings Castle, as planned for
The West Hill Project. With funding
from The Hastings Town Deal Pro-
gramme, Troika Projects are work-
ing alongside Hastings Borough
Council to build a new restaurant,
café and visitor centre. The project
is a wonderful opportunity for visi-
tors andlocals to engage and connect
with the castle’s fascinating history.

Hastings Castle site pre-dates
1066, with a record of humans set-
tling there for at least 8,000 years.
Running a castle was never a child-
hood dream for the trio but it seems
fitting that the space is deeply con-
nected with human history, as peo-
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ple and community are at the core
of Troika Projects’ ethos. In their
designs for the project, the team
placed emphasis on the significance
of the site in terms of its history,
culture and community. Speaking
on their goals, Celia Farrar stated
that their main aim for the castle
site was ‘to realise its potential as a
community asset’.

With their combined knowledge
and experiences in designing and
operating hospitality spaces, Josh,
Tad and Celia are well-placed to
transform the West Hill site. The
transformation will begin with an
array of family-friendly events,
performances, and workshops, con-
necting visitors with the space by
taking inspiration from its rich his-
tory and natural surroundings.

In July, Hastings Castle will be
host to yoga mornings, sunset sing-
ing sessions and The Handlebards,
acycling theatre company, perform-
ing a hilarious production of Shake-
speare’s Macbeth. There will also
be storytelling workshops on week-
ends and Wednesdays with Su Aus-
tin, taking inspiration from found
objects around the Castle. On Pirate
Day weekend, there will be a Castle
Sundowner event, with guest DJs
from Catch My Drift and a BBQ and

MOOD VNIDUOID
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bar from Bunka.

Location plays a significant part
in each of their ventures, with the
high-up, outside spaces offering in-
credible views and front row seats
to the constantly changing and often
dramatic coastline weather we ex-
perience in Hastings. This position-
ing pairs well with the interesting
and changing menus and events that
Bunka are becoming known for.

With so much accomplished in
such a short amount of time, the
team at Bunka have alot to be proud
of. When asked about their biggest
achievements, Josh, Tad and Celia
agreed that the community they had
built from businesses and suppliers
to colleagues and customers was
their strongest asset. Alongside
Troika Projects, Josh Levy also
works as a Chef Educator with Prept
Foundation, going intolocal schools
and community spaces to deliver
cooking sessions. By sharing their
expert knowledge, skills and expe-
riences, the team at Bunka are com-
mitted tolocal collaboration, creat-
ing employment opportunities and
bringing people together over ex-
cellent food and drink.

Coming up at the Castle: hastings-
castle.org.uk/whats-on
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CRICKET

First Winin
Eight For Priory

4 July

Hastings &
St Leonards Priory
Preston Nomads

11 July

Cuckfield
Hastings &
St Leonards Priory

267 all out
216 for 7

152 all out

156 for 5

| HUGH SULLIVAN

The cricketers of Hastings & St Leon-
ards Priory started this month at
the foot of the Sussex Premier
League table, without a win since
16 May. Butin two successive home
games against top-half opposition
they have emerged with the best of
adraw against Preston Nomads fol-
lowed by a comfortable win over
Cuckfield. Only 21 points now sep-
arate fifth from tenth, and the stage
is set for a tight contest between all
theleague sides over the second half
of the season.

On 4 July, hosting the Nomads,
captain Harry Scowen won the toss,
opted to bat first,and made hay un-
der sunny skies. Hitting a masterful
117 off 136 balls, he shared an open-
ing century partnership with the
more circumspect Alfie Hunter (26),
then enjoyed another rampant pair-
ing with Joe Billings (50). From a
score of 206 for one after 43 overs,
a total of over 300 looked on the
cards. The last 15 overs produced
only 61 more runs for theloss of all
nine remaining wickets, however.

Freddie Hulbert took a couple of

early wickets when the Nomads re-
plied, and the visitors remained
well behind the required run rate
as Adam Barton and Troy Henry,
bowling with accuracy on a pitch
that favoured spin, kept tight con-
trol. Scowen maintained an attack-
ing field with close catchers around
the bat, inviting the batsmen to
accelerate towards their target with
some cheap boundaries. But No-
mads were not tempted, seeming to
decide rather early that this was
beyond them, and the game petered
to a draw with seven wickets down
and over 50 runs still to get.

A week later against Cuckfield,
Hulbert again struck early,
clean-bowling first Joe Cambridge,
then Omair Yousufwith only 16 on
the board. As this pair had hit 244
runs between them in the corre-
sponding fixture between the sides
when they played at Cuckfield in

Sport

15

SUSSEX CRICKET LEAGUE - DIVISION 2 TABLE

0
~
=
)
z
[®]
z
>
=z

P w BOWL PTS
ROFFEY 10 7 2 0 1 20 8 255
MIDDLETON 10 6 1 2 1 21 13 231
THREE BRIDGES 10 6 0 3 1 20 n 223
PRESTON NOMADS 10 3 3 3 1 38 31 176
CUCKFIELD 10 3 1 5 1 35 23 160
HASTINGS & ST LEONARDS PRIORY 10 2 3 4 1 43 33 153
WEST CHILTINGTON & THAKEHAM 10 1 3 5 1 53 42 151
HORSHAM 10 3 2 4 1 28 16 151
BOGNOR REGIS 10 2 3 4 1 49 24 150
HAYWARDS HEATH 10 2 2 5 1 36 26 139

May, these dismissals naturally
stoked Priory into the belief that this
should be their day. Barton and
Henry again bowled with admira-
ble control, while Hunter took five
wickets. The West Sussex side sub-
sided to 26 for four, recovered some-
what to reach 102 for five, but nev-
er managed to collar the home
bowling, and were eventually dis-
missed for 152 in the 55th over.
Batting conditions remained
tricky for Priory’s batsmen and,
despite a fluent 26 from Scowen,
Priory lost half their wickets in
reaching 87. However, Caleb Laloo
found his best form of the season
and, with confident assistance from
Henry, helped himself to 11 fours,
including some fine drives and a
delicious reverse sweep in an un-
beaten knock of 67. The pair guided
Priory to victory without further
loss and with plenty of time to spare.

Next up is an away trip tomorrow
(Saturday) to Pulborough to face
West Chiltington & Thakeham,
followed by a home game against
Haywards Heath.

RAMBLERS MAKING
TRACKS

Down in Division 2, Little Com-
mon Ramblers are promising a
second successive promotion
season. They achieved a fourth
successive victory (in completed
matches) last Saturday, winning
by just eight runs in a thrilling
finish at the local Recreation
Ground against potential promo-
tion rivals Brighton & Hove.

Kaleb Auld top-scored with 43
runs in a total of 201, then took
three wickets, including a
caught-and-bowled to dismiss
the last opposing batsman. Ram-
blers have profited all season
from his consistent all-round
performances - 320 runs so far,
plus 28 wickets at an average of
under 13.

BASEBALL

Pirates
Sail On

! JAMES YOUNG

Hastings Pirates baseball club con-
tinued their blistering form last
Sunday (5 July), with two impressive
on-the-road triumphs over the
Brighton Jets. The wins gave the
Pirates a record of 12 victories and
only two defeats for the season,
stretching their lead at the top of
British Baseball Federation Division
5 South to two games.

The victories showcased many
of the strengths of this year’s Pi-

pitches for Pirates

rates. In the first game, a 17-3 drub-
bing, eight early runs came with
two outs (in baseball, three outs
ends an inning), demonstrating

or

Q both discipline and patience at the
Z plate. Pitcher Robert Uduak Victor
S once again dominated on the
© mound, giving up only six hits and

three ‘walks’ (a free pass to first
base awarded when a pitcher miss-
es the strike zone four times), and
striking out five — sparkling statis-
tics at any level of baseball.

The Pirates, meanwhile, rattled
out eleven hits against the Brighton
pitchers, who also coughed up four-
teen walks. Such impressive hitting
meant there was only minor disap-
pointment when slugger Marhil
Romano’s thumping hit to left field
was spectacularly caught in the
third inning, robbing him of a
fourth home run of the season.

Although the second game was
closer, with the Pirates only nar-
rowly ahead late on, four unan-
swered runs in the fifth and final
inning brought a comfortable 11-5
win. Once again a balance of time-
ly hitting and strong pitching was

key, the latter courtesy of Romano
and veteran Frank Cooper, who
between them held Brighton to sev-
en hits and five walks. The win
stretched the Pirates’ unbeaten run
to seven games.

Such form means the thoughts
of Pirates’ players and staff are nat-
urally turning to the possibility of
qualification for the post-season
play-offs for the first time in the
club’s nine-year history, which
would put the team well ahead of
its aims for the year.

“As a club we set out a goal of
achieving post-season games in
2027, with the primary target for
this year to build on last season,”
says general manager Clive Raines.
“To find ourselves top of the table
and with talk of the play-offs on the
players’lips is testament to the hard
work put in by the entire squad.”

To make the play-offs — and ulti-
mately reach September’s Division
5 semi-finals and finals weekend

at the National Baseball & Softball
Complex at Farnham Park - the Pi-
rates will have to fend off stiff com-
petition from within their division,
with a pair of crunch fixtures away
to Tonbridge looming this Sunday,
19 July.

“We’re not taking anything for
granted,” says Raines. “Our oppo-
nents have all experienced this sit-
uation before, and are more than
capable of catching us. But whatev-
er happens between now and the
end of August we’re going from
strength to strength, and looking
towards the future.”

- The Hastings
.44 Pirates play their

A home games at
Claremont Prep
School on Sunday

B afternoons. First

pitch is at 12noon; attendance is
free. For more info follow insta-
gram.com/hastingspiratesbaseball
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W“&% 4 “You'll feel at home
the moment you walk

through the door.”

. : : . : Anthea Turner,
Residential, dementia and respite care with an Crystal Care Collection

ALL-INCLUSIVE FEE i

Pop in to meet our residents and team, or contact us to find out more: ( \

Crystal Care

187 The Ridge, Hastings TN34 2AE ——— COLLECTION ——
What3Words /// Path.Snake.Bridge www.crystalcarecollection.co.uk




