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Water Compensation Victory

| PAUL McLAUGHLIN

Southern Water has agreed to pay
£2.8 million in compensation to its
customers in Hastings who were
left without water for several days
last May. The incident, which left
30,000 homes across the town with-
out water, was caused by a broken
water pipe connecting the Darwell

Reservoir with the town.

The burst pipe and subsequent
water outage occurred on the bus-
iest weekend of the year for tourism
in the town. It decimated business
forlocal hotels and shops hoping to
capitalise on the traditional Jack-in-
the-Green festival and the Mayday
Run, the annual motorcycle rally,
which together draw thousands of
visitors into the town.

The privatised water company

admitted that they had been aware
of the need toreplace the water pipe
for many years. In 2007, Southern
Water submitted a planning appli-
cation to replace a 12km section of
the pipe between the Darwell Reser-
voir and the Beauport Water Supply
Works but never started the work.
When the pipe burst on 2 May
2024, tens of thousands of homes
were left without water with many
of them only regaining their supply

five days later. During the outage,
Southern Water was forced to set
up bottled water stations around
town. There was gridlock across
much of Hastings and St Leonards
as residents queued in cars to get
emergency water supplies.
Southern Water refused to pay
compensation at the time. They ar-
gued that the nature of the burst,
coupled with the provision of alter-
native sources of water meant that

theincident did not qualify for any
compensation payments under reg-
ulations and guidance set by the
regulator, Ofwat. Instead, the com-
pany set up a £1 million goodwill
fund to provide grants for local
businesses, community events,
groups, and charities.

The people of Hastings were not
to be denied, however. Paul Barnett
and Julia Hilton, the former
and g:urrent Leaders of Hast-
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YOUR DESIGN, OUR COVER
Let's see your seagull on our cover!
Details from design@yourhip.co.uk

EDITOR'S NOTE

Peruse the pages of this issue and
you'll find pictures of Feargal Shar-
key, a flag most would have no idea
was that of Hastings Council, a po-
etic punk, ammonites, cornets and
a badger. All told, a pretty good in-
dication of the wide range of content.

In News, electoral deferral and
concerns forlocal democracy loom
large, along with misbehaving acad-
emies and a Jackin the Green fund-
ing boost.

Our busy Community pages con-
sider litter, disabled facilities
grants, talking over a cuppa and
Strive -a new initiative supporting
local businesses.

Along with some wonderfully
moody black and white images, the
Arts section has a mix of reviews
and previews, this time with a
strong emphasis on music and fea-
turing virtuosos Jones, (blues gui-
tar), and Sir Stephen Hough (classi-
cal piano). Plus, Fat Tuesday Mardi

Gras details - not long to go now —
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News

ings BC,led adetermined cam-

paign to hold Southern Water
to account. They were joined in July
last year by the new Labour MP, Hel-
ena Dollimore, who took up the chal-
lenge in Parliament. She grilled the
Southern Water CEO, Lawrence Gos-
den, at the Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs Select Committee and,
with Government support, pushed
him to agree toreview the company’s
policy on the matter.

Helena Dollimore and Feargal Sharkey

Under the terms of the new com-
pensation package, eligible house-
holds affected by the outage will
receive £50 for every 12 hours they
were left without water. As aresult,
some households will receive up to
£250 to recompense them for the
incident.

Ms Dollimore welcomed the com-
pensation package saying it was
“right and proper that people who
were left without water for up to

ALIYd N0V

five days are compensated after
what was such a distressing inci-
dent for our community.”

She has vowed to keep up the
pressure on Southern Water to “fix
crumblinginfrastructure, clean up
our sea and guarantee a reliable
water supply of which we can all
be proud.”

Southern Water hopes the com-
pensation package will help rebuild
trust with its customers in the town
after the impact of what it described
as “this awful incident”. The com-
pany says the pipe that burst has
been fixed as part of an £80 million
investment plan for the town
which, it says, “will deliver perfor-
mance improvements across the
board, including building resil-
ience into the water supply net-
work, reducing storm overflows,
and collaborating with other agen-
cies to address flood risk.”

The Secretary of State for Envi-
ronment, Food and Rural Affairs,
Steve Reed, also welcomed the com-
pensation package and said the
Government was “determined to
increase the accountability of water
executives for when things go
wrong.” He said the new Water Spe-
cial Measures Bill, which is making
its way through Parliament, in-
cludes strong powers to ensure

bosses face personal criminal lia-
bility for lawbreaking and will give
the water regulator new powers to
ban the payment of bonuses if en-
vironmental standards are not
met. The bill will also require water
companies to install real-time mon-
itors at every sewage outlet, with
data independently scrutinised by
the water regulators.

Inevitably, thereis a costto secur-
ing improved standards of water
quality. Southern Water household
bills, for example, are due torise by
an eye-watering 53% over the next
five years. The company says the
pricerises are “vital” to funding in-
frastructure improvements and to
preventinstances such as that which
occurred in Hastings last year.

However, after years of poor per-
formance by Southern Water, con-
vincing customers that the price
rises are worth it may prove to be
a challenge too far for the belea-
guered company.

The Environmental campaigner,
Feargal Sharkey, took to Twitter to
welcome the “huge victory”. He said
it was “a timely reminder that you
can win when you are prepared to
say no and stand up to monopolies,”
adding, “phenomenally well done
to the people of Hastings and tena-
cious local MP Helena Dollimore.”
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Saturday 8th March from 9am

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve
Meet at Rye Harbour Village Hall

A fun 6k sponsored dog walk.
Tickets on sale now, scan the

QR code to book or call

01424 456396.
f|O]in/

stmichaelshospice.com

Registered charity no. 288462
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Council

Fast-
Tracked

PAUL McLAUGHLIN

The Government has confirmed
plansto cancel elections to the East
Sussex County Council due in May
2025 and to fast-track Sussex as one
of its priority areas for devolution.
The controversial proposals will see
the abolition of all local councils
across Sussex, including Hastings
BC. Intheir place will be a new May-
or of Sussex and three all-purpose
unitary authorities.

Ministers have identified the
devolution of powers from White-
hall as a key to unlocking regional
growth. Newlocally elected Mayors,
including a Sussex-wide Mayor, will
be given sweeping new powers over
housing, planning, transport, ener-
gy, skills and employment support.
They will be local champions and
coordinate change within their
communities.

They will work alongside new
unitary councils, which will have
simpler and more effective struc-
tures designed to cut waste and
improve accountability, to ensure
taxpayers get value for money from
their services.

UNCLEAR TIMEFRAME

The timescale for the abolition of
districtand borough councilsisstill
unclear. However, the Government
has stressed that there will be no
immediate changes to the operation
of councils across Sussex or the ser-
vices they currently provide.

Ministers have promised a devo-
lution consultation will be held be-
fore the end of March 2025, with the
results of the consultation assessed
in the spring.

A ministerial decision will then
be taken as to whether to proceed
with a Mayoral strategic authority
inlate summer/early autumn. This
will be followed with a spending
review to confirm future Mayoral
investment funds for the new May-
oral areas.

In March 2026 a formal notice of
Mayoral elections will be given with
the election of the new Mayor set to
take place on Thursday, 7 May 2026.

This timeline is incredibly tight
and could very easily be blown off
course by unexpected events.

The wider reorganisation oflocal
councils has still to be fully deter-
mined. Elections to proposed new
unitary authorities have been pen-
cilled in for May 2027, with the aim

of replacing all existing county and
borough councils the following year.

Like the Mayoral changes, the
timeframe leaves very little room
for meaningful consultation for
such important and wide-ranging
democratic changes. Ministers have
onlyjustissued a formalinvitation
to submit reorganisation proposals.

UNCERTAIN BOUNDARIES

It is envisaged that there will be
three new unitary councils across
Sussex, each with a population of
500,000 or more, and each tasked
with working with the Mayor and
managing a broader range of coun-
cil services.

It is widely expected that the
boundaries of the new unitary coun-
cils will have a similar footprint to
those of the existing East Sussex CC,
West Sussex CC and Brighton and
Hove City Council. This is not cer-
tain, however, and in the House of
Commons last Tuesday, Helena Dol-
limore, the MP for Hastings, Rye and
the villages, raised the prospect of
a Sussex Coastal authority. She
called on the Government to “hear
the voices of our seaside communi-
ties and to make sure that, when we
are designing a unitary authority
footprint, it is of a size that works
for our communities and that allows
us to tackle the inequalities that
they face.”

The response from Angela
Rayner, the Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local
Government, gave her some encour-
agement. She said the Government
“recognise that certain areas may
have different needs...and we will
work with local areas tolook at what
their needs are and then adapt. This
is not set in stone.”

Julia Hilton

HASTINGS BC OPPOSITION
The Leader of Hastings BC, Julia
Hilton, has made clear her opposi-
tion to the reform proposals. She
confirmed that a cross-party work-
ing group has been set up to “agree
a vision both for a new council
make up that ensures local resi-
dents have a strong voice and to
ensure the new Sussex Mayor de-
livers for the residents of Hastings.”
This working group will be making
recommendations to a special full
council meeting on 26 February at
6.00 pm. The meeting will be open
to the public and there will be 30
mins for public questions at the
beginning.

Cllr Hilton said Hastings BC has
“also committed to full engagement
with residents on the future shape
of a council but timing continues to
be absurdly fast as we have been
told by the minister that we need
initial proposals ready by 21 March.
We need to ensure that these new
Mayoral Authorities actually em-
power local communities rather
than suck power away and up into
larger more distant structures.”

/\O

NN

ENERGISE

SUSSEX COAST

SOLAR
WORKSHOPS

COMMUNITY

Toms

Friday 21 February 18:00 — 20:30
How to build off-grid solar systems

Friday 28 February 18:00 — 20:30
Sizing your off-grid solar system

Central Hall, Station Road, Hastings TN34 ING
Refreshments provided

Send a text this Iandline number' 01424 390 062,

use the QR code to book online or visit:
www.energisesussexcoast.co.uk/events

For more information visit: www.energisesussexcoast.co.uk
Contact: kate@energisesussexcoast.co.uk or call: 01424 390 062
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COURSES & WORKSHOPS

Mondays
1lam: Intermediate French Course Level 1 with Olivier Jarré
Tpm: Intro to Crochet Course with Katie Jones

Tuesday
[pm: Hand Embroidery Afternoon Course with Lady B Embroidery
Bpm: Creative Watercolour Evening Course with Alice Stevenson

Wednesday
1lam: French for Beginners ILevel 1 with Olivier Jarre
<pm: Intro to Crochet Afternoon Course with Katie Jones
7pm Hand Embroidery Course with Lady B Embroidery

Thursday
Spm: Afternoon Knitting Course with Harriet of FLOCK (fortnightly)
7pm: Evening Knitting Course with Harriet of FLOCK (fortnightly)
Bpm: Evening Clothes-making Course with Anna Winston (fortnightly)

Weekends
[:nd Feb: Macrame Workshop with Tara Macdonald
[8th Feb: Tarot Readings Evening with Clarisse Shanahan
1st March: Modern Calligraphy Workshop with Alice Gabb
<nd & 9th March: Tarct for Beginners Course with Clarissae Shanshan
8th & 15th March: School of Smock Course with Lady B Embroidery
14th R1st, 38th March: Chinese Brush Calligraphy Course with Yan Mak
16th March: Botanical Bundle Dyeing Workshop with Tara Macdonald
[3nd March: Hastings Mackerel Embroidery Workshop with Becky Hogg
[9th March: Paper Floristry Dahlia Workshop with Laura Reed
5th April: ‘Magpies: Poetry Scavenger Hunt' Workshop with Emma, Joliffe
6th April: Stencilling for Fabric Workshop with Nicolette Tabram
13th April: Kids Machine Sewing Workshop with Sew Cosy Patterns
[6th April: Beginners Machine Sewing Workshop with Sew Cosy Patterns
R[6th April: Improvers Machine Sewing Workshop with Sew Cosy Patterns

Visit our website for more information
www.busstopstudios.com /classes | hello@busstopstudios.com
tel. 01424 269390
Bus Stop Studios, 83 London Road, 8t Leonards on Sea, TN37 6AY

They Behave?

! HUGH SULLIVAN

Ark Alexandra Academy, the big-
gest secondary school in Hastings,
isinthefiringline as parents, teach-
ersand local MP Helena Dollimore
trade accusations and demands
over disciplinary measures being
imposed on pupils by its principals.

In 2021 Ofsted reported “be-
haviour and attitudes” at Ark Alex-
andra Academy Hastings secondary
school as “good” but that the “qual-
ity of education...required improve-
ment”. After the arrival of Execu-
tive Principal Rhys Spiers in
September 2023 and a further in-
spection in February 2024, these
findings were reversed. Behaviour
and attitudes were now marked as
needing improvement.

Then, led by Mr Spiers, Ark hit
national headlines in September
whenitintroduced an outright ban
on the use of mobile phones by its
pupils. The ban effectively outlawed
the carrying of phones not only with-
in the school premises but on jour-
neys to and from school, since there
was no lockbox or other deposit
system set up to accommodate them
duringthe school day. Some parents
applauded, others were appalled
and took to social media to say so.

Other disciplinary changes have
followed. There have been wide-

spread reports of a substantial
ratchet-up in detentions and sus-
pensions of pupils following petty
infringements of school rules and
etiquette — failure to raise a hand
in class, or taking too long to change
after PE- arereported astriggering
penalties that many parents regard
as disproportionate.

THREATS AND ABUSE
Mr Spiers is unapologetic. He de-
scribes the school he arrived at 18
months ago as “blighted by disrup-
tive behaviour”. Ina forthright open
letter issued on 24 January he main-
tained that teachers wereleaving the
profession because of threats and
abuse from a minority of students
and parents. But the new “warm-
strict approach” (his words) to dis-
cipline, “introduc[ing] rules to en-
sure our school environment is safe
andrespectful”, had transformed the
schoolin thelastyear: “students are
now set to achieve strong outcomes”.
The truth of this may depend on
which students he is talking about.
There’s a suspicion that improved
academicresults have come,ifat all,
because less competent pupils are
prevented from sitting exams they
might fail. And one parent, Katie
Ingham, hasissued a petition on the
Change.org website, calling for an

immediate review of Ark’s disci-
plinary policies and culture both by
the school itself and by Ofsted. In it
she describes these policies as “ex-
treme and punitive...having a det-
rimental effect on children’s mental
health, undermining their ability
to enjoy learning and thrive in a
supportive environment”. So far she
has garnered over 260 signatures.

Ms Ingham alleges that often
neither children nor their parents
are given any adequate or trans-
parent reason for the imposition of
detentions, and she feels that vul-
nerable pupils are given no allow-
ance. She questions whether sus-
pensions are being used to “cleanse”
the school of those who are less
favoured, putting pressure on their
parents to remove them. Her peti-
tion had garnered 270 votes by the
end of last week.

Former borough councillor
Claire Carr has also weighed in on
Facebook to challenge Mr Spiers
directly : “You make this sound like
irrational parents who care more
about phones than standards are
removing their children...In real-
ity, hundreds of desperate parents
have taken their children from Ark
Alexandra, often after pressure or
at the suggestion of the school
(off-rolling), due to a culture of bul-
lying, abuse and a profound lack of
transparency, or a lack of support.
The rules apply only to the pupils
but never to the senior leadership
who routinely exclude for reasons
outside the government guidance.”

She added: “Exclusion appeals
are ignored, communication with
the school is replied to weeks later
at times so as to be deliberately de-
structive and not find any way for-
ward, and registers are changed
after the fact.”

HOME-SCHOOLING
On 8 January, Ms Dollimore raised
in the House of Commons the fact
that up to 800 children in Hastings
are being home-schooled—onein 16
children, equivalent to 27 class-
rooms — and coupled this with a
Facebook post referring to over 120
children being removed from Ark
last term alone. She suggested to her
parliamentary colleagues that meas-
ures contained in the Children’s
Wellbeing and Schools Bill would
give these children “all the support
they need to get back into main-
stream education”. However, on
Facebook Ms Dollimore referred to
“many parents who have told me
that they feel they have no choice
but to withdraw their children be-
cause some local schools are failing
to address their children’s needs”
— particularly those with Special
Education Needs (SEND). She singled
out Ark Alexandra Academy, where
last term 123 pupils (almost 10% of
the total number) were excluded.
Mr Spiers remains unmoved.
“Needless to say, we are incredibly
proud of the work we are doing at
Ark, “he told HIP, “and I am confi-
dent that this will finally improve
standards of secondary education
in Hastings.
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WHAT’'S ON YOUR MIND?

BAa Letter

INSIDE UBAT
Dear HIP

Asaformer primary school leader
with over 14 years of experience
in Hastings, Iam deeply concerned
by the decisions currently being
made regarding the future of our
primary schools. Both the Labour
and Conservative parties seem to
treat the situation as a poorly exe-
cuted PR stunt. Had they consulted
with primary school leaders, they
would know that many within the
leadership of UBAT schools do not
share their view. The reality is a
deeply unsettling atmosphere in
schools, where staff—who have
dedicated their careers to improv-
ing student outcomes—are now
facing job insecurity. This is not
reflected in the political party cel-
ebratory press releases.

The National Education Union
(NEU) has faced its own struggles
with UBAT, but this latest develop-
ment undermines all their pro-
gress. Previous strike actions now
seem to have been for nothing, and
future negotiations with new
trusts will lead to further disrup-
tion. Many staff in Hastings’
schools, who have worked tireless-
ly to improve students’ lives, are
atrisk of redundancy. Yet, political
leaders and unions remain silent
on these potential consequences,
misinforming the public.

A critical issue is the misunder-
standing surrounding central
charges. While secondary schools
in Hastings contribute to a central
pot, the suggestion that this money
funds a luxurious central team in
Brighton is absurd. UBAT does not
operate in Brighton; instead, its
central staff largely work within
schools, supporting local opera-
tions. A significant portion of sec-
ondary school funding has been
redirected to help primary schools
under financial strain. UBAT’s ex-
ecutive team failed to communi-
cate this clearly, allowing wide-
spread misinformation to
contribute to the current crisis.

The real problem now is frag-
mentation. The Department for
Education plans to divide Hastings
schools among multiple trusts, po-
tentially from outside the area.
These trusts will have little incen-
tive to support one another; for
example, a trust taking on a sec-
ondary school will have no incen-
tive to help a rival trust with its

primary school. This could lead to
school closures or redundancies,
further damaging our Hastings
schools.

UBAT’s original model (carried
over from the Hastings Academies
Trust), where secondary schools
supported primary schools, was
effective. However, more attention
should have been paid to other
trusts in the Hastings area, par-
ticularly those that should have
been more inclusive, but instead
moved more challenging students
towards the inclusive UBAT
schools.

The lack of accountability from
UBAT’s trustees is also a major is-
sue. These individuals, who are
disconnected from Hastings, have
failed in their oversight and are
now walking away without facing
any consequences.

The best solution for Hastings
would be a return to a model like
the original Hastings Academies
Trust; one trust with leadership
that understands and prioritises
the community’s unique needs.
This would prevent the fragmen-
tation of schools and allow dedi-
cated staff to continue their vital
work. Simply returning to Local
Authority control, as suggested by
Labour / NEU, is not the answer.
The schools opted to join a single
trust because of the poor perfor-
mance of the LA.

The writer remains in the teach-
ing profession and has asked for
anonymity.

B4 Letter

END GAME FORLOCAL
COUNCILS

Dear HIP

I read with interest your piece in
HIP 268 End Game for Local Coun-
cilsin which youreported that the
council was to be moved, along
with other councils, to a central-

POLLING
STATION

ised ‘service’. Thisis happeningin
North Yorkshire, where the coun-
cils of outlying areas were moved
centrally to Harrogate. Undoubt-
edly the driver for this is money.
AndIthinkyour reported fears of
doing this are correct, in that there
will be unfair redistribution of
resources. As far as [ am aware,
this has been borne out in this
northern locale.

Harrogate is a well-to-do area
of Yorkshire, as is York, and it
seems that those who pay most get
most. It looks to me that the areas
of Scarborough and Bridlington
(not well-to-do areas) do not re-
ceive as much financial support
as the more well-off areas, and
obviously the needs of the elector-
ate cannot be met from such an
arms-length organisation. Ithink
your reported fears are real and
as someone who lives here, I do not
support it.

B Ward
B3 Letter

DELAYED ELECTIONS

Dear Editor,

The Government is cancellinglocal
elections for over FIVE MILLION
voters. They won’t have the chance
tohold their councils or their coun-
cillors to account. They won’t have
any say on the biggest changes to
local democracy in 50 years.

The Government claims that it’s
just a delay for one year, but it’s
widely predicted that it will be two
or three years until council reor-
ganisation is complete.

That’s too long to go without a
say. Democracy delayed is democ-
racy denied.

The Government should think
again and voters should get to ex-
ercise their right to vote this May
as planned.

Stephen Akerman

We would love to hear from you.

Please be aware we may need to edit letters for reasons

& letters@hastingsindependentpress.co.uk

of space and we will only withhold names if this is necessary

for the protection of the writer

@ facebook.com/hastingsindependent

instagram.com/hastingsindependent
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B West Marina

Development

Proposals for development of the old
bathing pool site at West Marina are
still awaited from West St Leonards
Marina Limited (WSLML), the sub-
sidiary of County Gate Properties
which holds a lease for this purpose.

The company has let it be known
thatitsrepresentatives have already
been “discussing” its plans with
members of the Hastings Borough
Council Cabinet, and that a “public
consultation” will ensue at the end
of March.

A spokesperson for the council
indicated at the end of last week that
Cllrs Julia Hilton and Glenn Haf-
fenden, leader and deputy leader
respectively, were due to meet with
the County Gate team for a briefing
“in the next couple of weeks”.

Asreported in HIP 269, the resi-
dents of West St Leonards have al-
ready embarked on their own con-

sultation process by holding an
exhibition and workshop of poten-
tial development ideas for the site.
The feedback showed almost uni-
versal approval for earmarking the
eastern end of the site as a leisure
destination with low buildings Gf
any), play areas, gardens, retailand
hospitality - ideally, in the opinion
of some, with a reversion to a tidal
pool or on-land lido. Others en-
dorsed plans for a wide-ranging
sports centre/outdoor gym and/or
for a “village green” with space for
yoga, music and drama events, and
an amphitheatre or bandstand.

Although there was some sup-
port for “as many affordable homes
as possible”, it was generally agreed
that any housing should be confined
to the west end of the site, probably
high-rise -though, if so, “of an icon-
ic design”.

No End Date
for A21 Chaos

East Sussex County Council still
cannot provide an estimated com-
pletion date for the massively de-
layed Queensway Gateway link
road off the A21 out of Hastings.

A spokesperson could only say
it was a “large and complex infra-
structure project which we are
committed to completing as soon
as possible.”

Investigatory inspections and
ecology works were completed last
month but the next stage of the
project apparently involves a “chal-
lenging diversion of a water main

pipe in the A21 embankment.”

ESCC did not respond to HIP
readers’concerns that frequently
they can see no work at all being
carried out when they finally get
through the tailbacks to the single
lane traffic control under the Ridge
bridge.

The spokesperson said: “We are
continuing to work with our deliv-
ery partners on options to acceler-
ate construction, including night
time working, and will provide
more information to the local com-
munity as soon as we can.”

Alright Jack

Hastings Traditional Jack in the
Green has been awarded £23,572
through Arts Council National Lot-
tery Project Grants. The money will
contribute to the costs of this year’s
festival on 5 May - the May Day
Bank Holiday.

The future of the free local May
Day procession and celebration,
which is well-loved and enjoyed by
local people, visitors, and folk en-
thusiasts nationally and worldwide,
had been in doubt because of alack
of funding and commitment from
Hastings Borough Council. The
Council allocated just £5,000 of fund-
ingtothe eventlast year, leaving the
organising committee to dig into its
reserves to cover the shortfall.

Keith Leech, the founder and
current chair of the organising
committee, said the Arts Council
funding would ensure the event

definitely takes place this year. The
money will be used to employlocal
artists, with free family-friendly
workshops and activities at venues
all around the town, including at
the Hastings Museum, Ore Commu-
nity Library, the Fishermen’s Mu-
seum and Stade Hall.

This year’s festival will build on
its education and outreach pro-
gramme, working with schools and
community groups to raise aware-
ness amongst local people, and en-
courage them to actively participate
in the celebration.

Whilst Hastings Traditional Jack
in the Greenis secure for this year,
Keith Leech emphasised that, “we
are not out of the woods yet.” The
future of the popular event will
“require the continuing support of
Hastings Borough Council and local
people if it is to continue.”
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The Trashy Side
of Hastings

TONY COLLINS: a Green councillor
for Central St Leonards

It’s a true privilege to be a council-
lorin Hastings. The workis intense,
but sometimes you can make a gen-
uine difference to someone’s well-
being. Other days, it’s like wading
through treacle.

Every councillor regularly re-
ports fly tipping, graffiti, litter and
dog mess. Early in January we all
encountered abandoned Christmas
trees. I found one specimen, still in
its pot, in the middle of the pavement
inNorman Road, where pedestrians
had to step around it. I called it in,
anditwas collected the nextday. The
owner clearly thought: just leave it,
the council will sort it out.

Soonitwillbe spring, and seagulls
and foxes will be searching for food
for their young. Torn plastic sacks
will spill their litter, creating a re-
volting mess for the overstretched
clean-up teams. Most residents put
their waste out on schedule, but there
are always a few who leave rubbish
out the previous night, or can’t be
bothered to check the collection

times. Communal bins — so often
overwhelmed — are for residents in
those roads and not for anyone to
come and dump their rubbish.

What makes me angry is that this
kind of thing costs you money. It’s
your council tax that pays for peo-
ple’s bad behaviour.

The situation is not hopeless,
however. The Green administration
in Hastings recently set up a fresh
contract for rubbish collection.
Hastings is part of the East Sussex
Joint Waste Partnership, along with
Wealden and Rother. The deal with
Biffa—worth approximately £119m
over seven years —will include im-
proved environmental credentials,
with the new fleet of waste collec-
tion vehicles being operated on hy-
drotreated vegetable oil, a move
which should reduce carbon emis-
sions by up to 90%.

We agreed the extension early so
the Biffa team has time to prepare
for the weekly food waste collection
that comes into force in 2026. This

should reduce the number of snacks
left out to tempt scavengers and im-
prove our recycling rates.
Another recent development is
the introduction of a national de-
positreturn scheme on plastic bot-
tles and drinks cans. From October
2027 consumers will be able to re-
turn empty containers for cash.
Many European countries have
already adopted this system, with
remarkable results: in Germany
return rates stand at 98%. HBC has
just passed a motion in support of
Plastic Free Hastings, to reduce the
volume of single-use plastics.
Many local businesses rely on the
tourist trade. Keeping beaches tidy

is a challenge, which is why I am
very pleased that the Foreshore
Trust, which I chair, has found mon-
ey for a full-time beach cleaner, 364
days a year.

Could you get involved by volun-
teering? A beach clean will take
place on Sunday 9 March, 10am,
meeting at Hastings Pier. Tidy Up
St Leonards and Tidy Up Hastings
do a brilliant job, and always need
more volunteers. Cllr Jo Walker is
trying to get a similar initiative go-
ing in Ore, and has set up a hub of
litter picking equipment in Ore
Community Centre.

One of the central tenets of Hast-
ings Greens is to foster civic pride.

There is so much to enjoy here. The

Town Deal funds will shortly pro-

vide a face-lift for the town centre.

St Leonards is rapidly becoming a

foodie destination, with new eater-

ies appearing virtually every
month. We have the annual Battle
of Hastings at the BMX Source Park,
the Hastings International Piano

Competition, the Hastings Interna-

tional Chess Congress, the Hastings

World Crazy Golf Championship;

the list goes on.

Not all of it is consequential. Two
public compost bins were recently
installed in Gensing Gardens. A
Wassail was organised to celebrate
the occasion, graced by performanc-
es from Raven Drummers and Mor-
ris side Rheda’s Dream, bothin full
regalia. At least 100 people turned
up, all for a pair of compost bins.

A plea: please show your pride
in our town.

* Check collection times before
putting out your waste. Don’t
leave plastic bags out overnight.

* If something needs collecting,
contact the council’s Bulky
Waste service. HBC collection
charges are among the lowestin
the county. Don’t rely on unli-
censed operators: that’s a direct
route to fly tipping.

* Ifyousee graffiti, or fly tipping,
or dog mess, please reportitvia
My Hastings.

Consider joining Tidy Up St Leon-
ards or Tidy Up Hastings — details
on Facebook.

STRIVE HASTINGS
Goesinto Battle

Afterachallenging Janu-
ary for many local busi-
nesses, a new initiative
has launched with the
aim of bringing business
owners together.
STRIVE HASTINGS is
the brainchild of Gemma
Dearman, of The Good
Place Café/Bar in Hast-
ings Town Centre, who

STRIVE

help bring the project to
life and provide help to
businesses that need it.”

James added: “Hast-
ings is an incredible
town and STRIVE is the
creative ideas space
where business people
can bring their different
skills and energy to
make a difference. That’s

told HIP: “STRIVE is the what makes this so excit-
result of many months of ing.”

frustration regarding After asuccessful first
tough trading conditions meeting at the end of Jan-
for our beloved town. uary, the STRIVE team
With the announcement are looking to meet again
of ahandful of keyinde- on Wednesday 5 March

pendent businesses clos-
ing their doors, I just felt
the time was right to do
something.

“The aim is to get peo-
ple together, sharingide-
as and working together
to get the town’s businesses thriv-
ing again.”

Gemma has gained support from
regional business support organisa-
tion, the Let’s Do Business Group, and
James Thomas, a retail and hospital-
ity consultant who lives in Hastings.

Emily Wright, from Let’s Do
Business Group said: “I am really
pleased to be able to support Gem-
ma and James, two very passionate
local business leaders who want to
help improve the town’s business
areas. Let’s Do Business Group will

from 6:30pm-8:30pm at
The Good Place at 53
Havelock Road. The ini-
tiative covers Hastings
and St Leonards and all
business owners are wel
come to attend.

To find out more,
go to @strive_hast-
ings on Instagram
or email hello@
strive-hastings.
co.uk

Disabled Facilities
Grants Improve
Residents’ Lives

The council is continuing its Disa-
bled Facilities Grant (DFG) scheme
to support residents in need of
home adaptations.

Between October and December
2024, 30 DFGs were approved for
42 adaptations, totalling almost
£350,000. Three of these were for
children, and they included adap-
tations on housing association
properties, private landlord-owned
properties and owner occupiers. In
the same period, 38 DFGs were com-
pleted for 58 adaptations, totalling
more than £670,000.

Lastyear a DFGhelped a resident
who needed an urgent home adap-
tation. The older resident, who had
recently had an operation, was liv-
ing on only one floor of her home.
When her son was due to have his
own hospital stay, she needed a
stairlift and accessible bath. The
entire process, from the initial re-
quest to the installation, only took
aweek and meant that the resident
was able to stay at home rather than
go into respite care.

ADFGisa grant of up to £30,000.
Itis means-tested and allows home-

owners or tenants to have adapta-
tions made to their homes, allowing
them better freedom of movement
and giving access to essential fa-
cilities within the home. The fund-
ingisprovided by the government
and can only be spent on home
adaptations.

Cllr Glenn Haffenden, deputy
leader and lead councillor for hous-
ing and community wellbeing,
said: “The work that our housing
improvements team does is making
areal difference toresidents’lives.
The quick work to get the funding
and work agreed is a great example
of this. Making adaptations to
homes can literally change some-
one’slife, and our housing renewals
team is always keen to help make
these changes where possible.”

Find out more
about Disabled
Facilities Grants
and the process of
applying on the
council website:
hastings.gov.uk/housing/improve-
ment/dfg.
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New Housing
Co-op Gets
Green Light

I CHRIS CONNELLEY

Sharon Rhodes is a woman on a
mission. Hastings born and bred,
she is determined to provide co-op-
erative housing for local people in
need, an ambition that moved a step
closerin January when her Maslow
Housing Co-operative was success-
fully incorporated.

This means the organisation is
now legally constituted and gives
Sharon the green light to seek funds
and properties to turn the dream
into reality.

A community led housing initi-
ative dedicated to providing af-
fordable, supportive living environ-
ments that foster connection and
personal growth.

Part-time social media consult-

ant Sharon is one of three directors,
along with drug and alcohol work-
er Adam ‘Iafra’ Daniels and ex-mer-
chant seaman Mark Shipley.

The Maslow Housing Co-opera-
tive is named after American psy-
chologist Abraham Maslow, whose
hierarchy of needs is a staple of
self-development training pro-
grammes. Developed after World
War II, it outlines a set of stages of
human development from the ful-
filment of basic physiological needs
like water and shelter through self
actualisation, where we realise our
potential, to a higher state of tran-
scendence, which is all about going
beyond self by helping others.

With support from an angel in-
vestor, a wealthy individual willing
to take a punt on a new venture,
Maslow Housing Co-operative are
hoping to purchase their first prop-

erty this spring; they will refurbish
the property themselves to provide
nine bedrooms for members.

“The flagship house will provide
a safe and nurturing space for up
to nine co-operative members with
an emphasis on informal care and
support from fellow members, and
these core members will work to-
gether to run the project in the fu-
ture,” explained Sharon.

From this single property, the
planisto acquire a new property a
year for the next ten years, with the
aim of scaling up the operation to
become a significant specialist play-
erin the borough’s housing market.

The team are also planning to
support their venture by opening
a “community-focused cafe and
event space” to provide training
and development and to raise funds
to support their ambitious expan-
sion plans.

An excited Sharon commented:
“Thisis a massive project for me that
is becoming my life’s work, one
which addresses an urgent need in
the town and helps some of our most
vulnerable residents.”

To find out more about Maslow
Housing Co-operative, see their
Instagram site at instagram.com/
maslowhc

Our Town
Has Plenty

CAF FEAN tells HIP about a new
podcast where she & Patsy Solanki
talk about what's going on in town

Patsy and I have been mates for ten-
ishyears. We’re involved in or con-
nected to several community groups
in Hastings, St Leonards and fur-
ther-a-field. What really gets us
going is how very wonderful Hast-
ings & St Leonards is, and how
there’s always so much going on...
it’s hard to keep up.

Insatiably curious, we often stop
to speak with taxi drivers, shop keep-
ers, market stallholders, friends,
artists, colleagues as well as people
we just bump into in the street. We
connect the dots, enjoy a good chat
and love making connections.

We decided to launch a podcast,
where we have a natter over a cup-
pa about what exactly IS happening,

before it happens, and share it as
far and wide as the Hastings and St
Leonards word-of-mouth network
reaches.

If you’d like to get in touch with
us to highlight something on the
podcast, please email a picture, a
short description, your contact de-
tailsand any social medialove han
dles that you care to add.

Instagram: our.
town.has.plenty
Facebook: facebook.
com/ourtown
hasplenty Youtube:
youtube.com/@
ourtownhasplenty Email: our-
townhasplenty@gmail.com
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Beyond the Job
Description

Bexhill-based FERDUSARA ALI
outlines the systemic racism she
encountered while working in
Children’s Services for East Sussex
County Council and the endemic
racial prejudice she and her
siblings endured throughout

their childhood in Britain

Growing up, my reality was far from
idyllic. In a community often driv-
en by prejudice, discrimination, and
racism, I witnessed my parents be-
ingridiculed for the colour of their
skin. I saw first-hand the struggles
my family—particularly my broth-
ers—had to endure. Those formative
experiences have woven themselves
into a tapestry of memories—some
tinged withlaughter as my brothers
reminisce about their past hard-
ships. Yet for me, those moments
carry a heavy weight, as if the
wounds have never fully healed.

I vividly remember the times
spent in our old housing estate,
where the very neighbours who
once savoured the aroma of my
mother’s cooking were the ones
hurling bricks at our windows,
shouting racial slurs and demand-
ing, “Fuck off, you Paki! Go back to
your own country!” Despite hearing
those derogatory words countless
times, I still feel the terror that
gripped me as a five-year-old girl.
That fear followed me into adult-
hood, ultimately leading me to grap-
ple with the internalised hatred
thrust upon me.

The loss of love for the colour of
my skin—deemed ‘ugly’ by those
who do not share my features—lin-
gers deeply within me. This wound
has profoundly shaped my perspec-
tive and continues to cast a long
shadow over my life. Despite the
wave of protests and bold promises
that emerged following the tragic
death of George Floyd, movements
like Black Lives Matter — which I
witnessed in Alexandra Park—and
various anti-racism efforts advocat-
ing the recognition, value, and dig-
nity of people of colour, they have
yet to bring about substantial
change.

HOLLOW DISCRIMINATION
PLEDGES

However, systemic racism remains
deeply entrenched, with grand an-
ti-racisminitiatives often devolving
into mere facades that offer only
temporary solace in a landscape
that urgently demands genuine

transformation. The pledges made
to combat discrimination in educa-
tion, employment, housing, and law
enforcement frequently prove hol-
low—a predictable outcome in re-
gionslike East Sussex. 'm not atall
surprised, given its historical con-
text, which isn’t historical at all; it’s
more an ongoing manifestation of
racial behaviours and rhetoric. I
have personally witnessed the ap-
palling realities that persistin this
environment.

During my tenure with the Chil-
dren’s Services Department of East
Sussex County Council, I encoun-
tered a deeply troubling work en-
vironment characterised by system-
ic racism, unprofessional conduct,

to continue in arole that took an im-
mense toll on my mental health. The
racial and often homophobic rhetoric
projected onto staff by the young

“In 2025, it is deeply troubling
that employees from
minority backgrounds

continue to encounter
discrimination and racism
in the workplace.”

and a complete lack of staff support.
My experiences were far from nor-
mal or acceptable; I often found
myself signed off due to the stress
stemming from both the job and the
people I was working with—par-
ticularly the management. Despite
repeatedly voicing my concerns
about the racial abuse that I and
others endured, our complaints
were often met with criticism and
dismissal rather than comfort or
empathy. Management would brush
aside our worries, callously stating
that this type of treatment was “part
of the job,” suggesting that if it be-
came “too much to handle,” we
should simply leave.

But it was never that simple. As
the job market deteriorated, I found
myself trapped, with no choice but

people in our care—behaviours of-
ten minimised as mere “low-level
racism”—ultimately led to a state of
desensitisation among us.

‘GOBACKTO

THE COTTON FIELD’

While management continued to
pacify the unacceptable conduct of
the young people, allowing their
actions to go unchecked, a tumul-
tuous cycle ensued. Staff members,
many of whom looked like me, were
left to lean on each other for sup-
portthat the organisation failed to
provide, all while being expected
to “get on with it.” As my employ-
ment continued, the comments
grew worse: “Go back to the cotton
field,” “At least I’'m not as dark as
my shoe,” “Return to Somalia, you

fucking Paki,” and the “N-word”
were among the derogatory slurs
often dismissed by both staff and
management. These experiences
were not isolated to me; my col-
leagues faced similar hostility.

One incident stands out as the
final straw during my time at a par-
ticular children’s home. I felt in-
creasingly unsafe working with a
young person who had previously
exhibited extreme racism. In a
shocking escalation, he threw a
ketchup bottle at me with full force,
screaming, “You fucking Paki! Go
back to your own country!” When
I went to inform the senior staff
member on duty about the verbal
and physical attack, she challenged
me, saying, “Well, you have no one
to cover your shift,” dismissing my
distress in the face of such blatant
aggression.

ESCAPE THE
CONSEQUENCES

To make matters worse, the only
recourse available in East Sussex
was toreport incidents to the Sussex
Police. Unfortunately, this often
proved ineffective, as the police
would frequently attempt to dis-
suade you from pressing charges,
citing their reluctance to “criminal-
ise” young individuals due to their
age. So, while grappling with the
trauma of being racially abused at
work, the young people returned
home, bragging, and boasting about
their experiences of being arrested.
This created a troubling dynamic:
when racial or other incidents oc-

curred again, these young individ-
uals knew they could essentially
escape the consequences of their
actions. After witnessing so many
previous incidents go unpunished,
in their minds, what would make
this time—this new arrest—any
different?

Ironically, my experience of racial
abuseina children’shomeis neither
unique nor unprecedented. Numer-
ous reports have documented in-
stances of racism faced by staff from
BAME backgrounds in similar set-
tings. For example, a 2019 study
published by the Children’s Commis-
sioner for England revealed that staff
frequently encountered discrimina-
tory remarks and behaviours from
the very young people they were
meant to support,leaving them feel-
ing unsafe and unsupported. In 2020,
a report by The Independent high-
lighted the experiences of several
foster carers and residential workers
who spoke out about being under-
mined and marginalised by manage-
ment. Further research by The Chil-
dren’s Society has shown that
staffing shortages in children’s
homes contribute toincreased stress
and burnout among workers, many
of whom come from minority back-
grounds. Thislack of adequate staff-
ing and support exacerbates existing
issues of racism and discrimination,
making it difficult for staff to effec-
tively address the problems they
encounter. Additionally, in 2019 an
article produced by Community Care
raised similar concerns about the
culture within some children’s ser-
vices, describing it as “toxic.” Work-
ersreported experiences of bullying,
discrimination, and alack of support
from management.

IT COMES WITH THE JOB
In 2025, it is deeply troubling that
employees from minority back-
grounds continue to encounter
discrimination and racism in the
workplace, often dismissed by man-
agement. Historically, both verbal
and physical discrimination have
been viewed as inherent aspects of
roles within Children’s Services,
with a former manager infamously
stating that “It comes with the job.”
This normalised and dismissive
attitude toward such pervasive is-
sues is wholly unacceptable.
While some may argue that the
young people involved are simply
“yulnerable children,” the core is-
sue liesin the systemic and institu-
tionalised nature of these biases. It
is imperative for job descriptions
in Children’s Services to explicitly
acknowledge the potential for dis-
crimination and racism, enabling
individuals from minority back-
grounds to make informed deci-
sions about these roles. Further-
more, it is crucial to recognise that
exposing already traumatised,
marginalised individuals to an en-
vironment where chronic racism is
embedded perpetuates a continuous
act of dehumanisation. Thisreality
strikes at the very heart of identity
and dignity, and itis we who suffer,
not them.
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XED in his second phase

The Artof Tattoo,
and After

! VICTORIA KINGHAM

Imagine an extraordinary body of
work by a dedicated tattooist, essen-
tially an artist,aman who became,
throughillness, unable to use a tat-
too marker, and turned to some-
thing completely different. At the
notable, externally-decorated Ru-
by’s Rooms on the seafront, you can
see this unique collection of work.

Xed (pronounced Zed) Le Head
was for many years revered as an
innovator and expert in the world
of tattooing. “A tattoo God. A Leg-
end” wrote Touka Voodoo of the
Stockholm Alternative, a Bespoke
and Holistic tattoo parlour. Xed’s
tattoo work was internationally fa-
mous, exhibited in venues as far as
Eastern Europe and Japan. Heloved
it and dedicated his life to it.

Soon after he met his wife Wiggy,
disease began to disintegrate his
spine and he was confined to a
wheelchair, with only limited use of
his arms. However, Wiggy became
his carer and amanuensis. She pre-
paredhis canvases and his paintand
his tools and he developed a way of
working by squeezing paint out
through anicing tube, on to comput-

Xed at the height ‘{ﬁ‘.
of tattoo fame

erised designs on canvas or board.
He worked incessantly—the paintis
thickly layered and the resulting
works highly textured — and as he
finished one outline in these man-
dala-type creations, they setittodry
and he began another, going back to
the previous one when the layer was
dry, and so on and so on, having six
or seven in progress each day. The
result is this unique collection,

VHIIOOIM

A fraction of Xed’s prolific output

which must be seen to be appreciat-
ed. The photographs don’t do justice
to their detail or their viscerality.

The domestic space at Ruby’s
Rooms, run as an arthouse-led bed-
and-breakfast, is two doors away
from where Xed lived and worked,
and he and the owners were friends.
The show is therefore more than
simply an objective demonstration
of work; it’s a tribute to him, his
work, his life and his friendship.

While many human beings car-
ry his art around on their bodies
wherever they go, this particular
body, of artwork, is left to posterity.
I'have to confess thatI've never un-
derstood the reason for tattooing.
Self-adornment, I can appreciate.
But the idea of a permanent blue
picture on your pristine, precious,
vulnerable skin, for ever and ever
- not for me. I'd want to wash the
pictures off after a while and re-
place them with new ones, and, like
the sand designs of the Holi festival
or the sand Mandalas of Tibetan
Buddhists, theirimpermanence and
their mutability would be part of
their statement. But Wiggy patient-
ly began to explain to me what her
tattoos meant. “They’re a record of
my life that I carry with me”, she
said. “Each one is significant. Each
one contains a story, an episode.”
And I begin to understand, just a
little. If Art is about Life, if Artin
general is a permanent and signif-
icant chronicle of social and histor-
ical events, then the unique person-
al adornment of tattoos is exactly
that, but for one individual.

Xed Le Head and Wiggy met be-
cause initially she went in to be
adorned by him. Their joint creative
journey has been unique, piquant,
and ultimately uplifting even after
Xed’s death. On her face isinked a
symbol which, she tells me, is a spe-
cial Tibetan design. She says that
since she has had it on her cheeks
many people have been attracted to
talk to her; that the symbol has been

for her a means of communication
and connection. Xed taught her
everything about its meaning and
significance to the Buddhist reli-
gion. He also taught her how to tat-

too herself. Each of her self-tattoos
therefore make her, her art, her
persona, her self, into a one-ness.
For her, the blue marks are an ex-
tension of spiritual awareness. The
thing she can’t understand, she
says, is when someone walksinto a
tattoo shop and says he wants that
picture on his arm or his forehead
(or buttocks or left ear, or whatever
piece of his body happens to be
available).

This exhibition was a learning
experience for me. What happened
to Xed Le Head was unfair; what he
hasleft behind is,like hisbody art,
a permanent, life-affirming mem-
ory. Perry Rule, editor of Total Tat-
too magazine, recently wrote:

“He was a visionary, an innova-
tor, and an influencer in the truest
sense of the word — but more than
that, he was a friend. And there are
many, many other people who will
say that too. We will all miss him.
Fly high, fly free Xed.”

A Tribe Called Xed is showing at
Ruby’s Rooms, 54 Eversfield Place,
TN37 6DB. Total Tattoo website at
totaltattoo.co.uk Contact for details
for this and future exhibitions and
for rooms, Kate Jaggers at ruby-
andnorm@gmail.com, or Rubys-
rooms.com

ST LEONARDS CHURCH
SATURDAY MARKET
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Ammonites at
the Museum

I NICK PELLING

There are certain subjects that baf-
fle the human mind. For example,
I do not know what a proton or a
quarkis. And I know thisis embar-
rassing, butIdon’t even understand
Euclid’s parallel postulate. And
even more embarrassing than that,
I don’t really know what an algo-
rithm is, even though they are ap-
parently the invisible digi-creatures
that rule our current world.

But one of the most mind-defying
subjectsis surely what they call ge-
ological time periodisation. As we
all roughly know, a few hundred
years ago men with beards decided
that the very, very, very long ago
could be neatly divided up into
named segments. But, even if we
take just one of those segments, say
the Cretaceous period, it is hamboo-
zling, mainly because this time
segment was, apparently, seven-
ty-seven million years in duration.
I don’t know about you, but I find
that my brain itself becomes a block
of impermeable rock when con-
fronted with such a notion. So, pos-
sibly we need a more sensitive way
to think into that vast abyss of time
gone by. Maybe artists can help.

THE JURASSIC MIND

The SoCo artists group currently
have an exhibition at the Hastings
Museum and Art Gallery entitled
Stories From Deep Time, which
seeks to use the rich fossil record of
our area-much of which is part of
the Museum’s display—as an inspi-
ration for art. The result is an in-
credibly diverse exhibition, which
doesn’t so much seek to unbaffle our
minds, asjusttry touseimagination
and creative mess to find another
way into the Jurassic chambers of
our sensual brains.

Doubtless all visitors to the show
willhave different favourites. Atan
amusingly almost literallevel, I was
very taken with Samantha Guertin’s
paintings of female bathers at Pett
Level, scampering about with skit-
tish dinosaurs. As though dinosaurs
had summer holidays. But there is
so much else. Cheryl Bell offers an
extraordinary and eccentric cabi-
net of curiosities, loosely themed
around the work of the polymath
Teilhard de Chardin.

ROCK RIFFING

Agness Clark produced two large
pieces entitled Fossil Memories,
which imply that our own experi-
encesliein our mindslike fossilising
regrets and passions. There is, it

seems, an inexhaustible range of
ways to riff from the notion of such
irretrievable chasms of chrono-dis-
tance. Several artists seek to use
coastline or leftover materials as
some sort of conduit to the past. Fio-
na Denning, for example, thought-
fully explores wax and sand and
unctuous paint as possible portholes.
Emily Johns’ The First Flower takes
adifferent route, smashing together
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an aggressive skeleton with notions
of aboriginal petals and oil rigs: pow-
erful stuff in raw black and white.
There isn’t enough space here to do
justice to all the artists on show; prob-
ably best to just go and see this won-
derful, free exhibition for yourself.

Overall, the exhibition cannot be
neatly summed up. It is perhaps as
baffling as the geological riddles that
so entranced seaside stumblers of

the Enlightenment era. But that is,
in a sense, the point-to creep up on
this world of inexplicable strange-
ness from a myriad of angles all at
the same time. Still, the heavy veil
of the past will always, to some ex-
tent, leave us sketching in the dark.

The Exhibition is on at Hastings
Museum and Art Gallery until
April 27.

Kristin Hersh
of Throwing Muses

The Individualism
of Throwing Muses

SEAN KITCHING

Formed in 1980 in Newport, Rhode
Island by Kristin Hersh and stepsis-
ter Tanya Donelly, Throwing Muses
deserve to be mentioned alongside
the vanguard of what later became
known as alternative or college rock
inthe US. Notably R.E.M., the Feelies,
the Violent Femmes and The Replace-
ments date back as far as that, others
later. Throwing Muses were the first

of many American bands to be
signed by British label 4AD, who also
had Cocteau Twins and Dead Can
Dance on their distinguished roster.
I've personally been a fan since Ifirst
saw them play alongside Pixies some
37 years ago, so it was welcome news
that this year they would be touring
anew album, Moonlight Concessions,
particularly as the tour included a
first-time stop in Hastings.
According to Hersh, the album
istitled after the concessions stand
(snack bar) at Moonlight Beach in

Encinitas, California, where she
wrote its songs whilst briefly living
there amongst displaced and home-
less people. “I wrote a lot of the
songs there on thatbeach,” she told
me, “and one day I was just staring
at the ocean wrestling with a lot of
songs playing at the same time in
my head, focusing to the point
where I had sort of forgotten to eat
or sleep. The concessions stand guy
gave me this huge, life-saving drink
of fizzy water with a little slice of
lemon on top, and as soon as I sat
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down with it, I knew how these
songs should be played.” Empathy
onsuch a simple, yet not simplistic,
human level is key to the new al-
bum, with each song a story told in
a direct and instantly affecting
manner that recalls the style of
short story writer and poet Ray-
mond Carver.

Having famously told Warner
Brothers where to goin the mid-90s,
trading her first solo album, Hips and
Makers, for her contractual freedom,
Hershhasbeen fiercelyindependent
and highly productive ever since.
Hersh says: “Iwrite Throwing Mus-
es songs on my Stratocaster or my
Telecaster, 50 Foot Wave songs on
my SG or my Les Paul and solo songs
on my Collings.” When I ask her
whether, on the forthcoming tour,
fans can expect material from her
extensive back catalogue, Hersh
says: “Stuck in time? That’s not mu-
sic, that’s fashion. We have a timeless
approach, so we’re really happy to
play old songs. We don’t care which
record they were on, if any.”

To listen, try albums The Real
Ramona (1991) and/or Limbo (1995).

Throwing Muses play Hastings
White Rock Studio on 28 May.
Moonlight Concessions will be
released via Fire Records on 14
March. Sean Kitching writes for
The Quietus.
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The Soundtrack
and the Fury

EBM HUMPHREYS
and VICTORIA KINGHAM

From its description, Soundtrack to
a Coup d’Etat, a feature documenta-
ry by Johan Grimonprez, which
showed at Kino last Wednesday,
sounds as though it might be a story
about African-American jazz musi-
cians involved in a 1960s protest
group, perhaps trying to bring at-
tention to a crisis in Africa. The
movieisin fact a thrilling and mes-
merising visual and musical essay,
on the jaw-droppingly disgraceful
response of European colonisers
and their US bedfellows to the po-
tent beginnings of decolonisation
in Africa during the Cold War.
Ghana became independent in
1957 and Congo wanted to follow suit
— by 1960 they had met in Belgium
to agree terms. As despots tend to-
wards despotism, so the Belgians
delivered an insulting puppet-ver-
sion ofindependence, requiring the
democratically-elected leader Patrice
Lumumba to take a stand. All centres

on the country’s natural wealth, par-
ticularly its vast uranium deposits
—of course itdoes—and the US’s not-
very-Cold desire to amass arms.

Amongst other things, this film
reveals arefreshing perspective on
Russia’s role as a world power —not
via the director’s opinions but via
archive footage of Nikita Khrush-
chev making speeches, joyfully
thumping his fists and bear-hugging
his way through numerous UN as-
semblies in New York and ultimate-
ly proposing that colonialism be
banned. Also priceless here is foot-
age of Fidel Castro making his way
to the UN, meeting with Malcolm X,
and the latter’s holiday photos.

This prize-winning narrative
draws heavily on autobiographical
works by prolific political activist
and human rights advocate Andrée
Blouin (My Country, Africa) and by
In KoliJean Bofane (Congo Inc.) and
Conor Cruise O’Brien (To Katanga
and Back), using visual captions to
pepper the story with astonishing
insights and revelations.

But the thrill it delivers comes
from the way that the music of pro-

test, jazz, is not only referenced as
the eponymous ‘soundtrack’ but pre-
sented with archive close-ups. To be
clear, we are talking about the greats
here-not only Max Roach and Abbey
Lincoln who were directly involved
in storming the UN, but Thelonious
Monk, Duke Ellington, Charles Min-
gus, Eric Dolphy, John Coltrane, and
many more. America publicly adopt-
ed, indeed exploited, Louis Arm-
strong and Dizzy Gillespie as ambas-
sadors for a wholly American music
—which of course, it is — yet in their
own country they and all Afri-
can-Americans were segregated,
denied basic civil rights and resourc-
es, and treated as an underclass.

Thus the unconventional and
‘free’jazz that emerged in the States
during the fifties and sixties has
always been much more than a mu-
sical revolution; it was bound up
with emerging civil rights protest
movements, and all of its major pro-
ponents were deeply aware of the
paradox and hypocrisy endemic to
a deeply racist culture. Several of
Charles Mingus’ compositions had
titles that specifically referred to
political events. Even earlier in the
century, the brilliant Duke Elling-
ton (who was not only a musical but
a political trailblazer) demanded
equal access to segregated dance
halls and was active in supporting
the NAACP. In the latter part of the
1960s Nina Simone was vociferous
in her support of the Civil Rights
movement.

The musical story is wonderful-
ly told in this film; it isn’t always
chronologically parallel — it isn’t
meant to be —but the interspersion
of the musical footage highlights
racial attitudes within dominant
colonial powers, a parallel struggle.

It’s no surprise that thisis up for
Best Documentary Feature in this
year’s Oscars — and it can be found
on various large streaming plat-
forms (see justwatch.com) or pur-
chased on DVD.

Kino-Teatr, Norman Road, St
Leonards | kino-teatr.co.uk will
hopefully show this film again later
in the year when they hold their
annual documentary week. Watch
out for it.

Kazoos
Inthe
Cornet

BEN THOMPSON

Named in honour of the trum-
pet-like instrument they both play
(rather than the wafer-based ice
cream receptacle young children
are traumatised by dropping),
French experimental duo C(or)N(e)
T make music that can fairly be
characterised as “a treat”. Now in
his seventies, the senior partnerin
the enterprise-Meccano magician
Pierre Bastien—is a serious figure
in the international avant-garde
whose infectiously playful music,
often played on instruments made
out of deconstructed toys, has
earned him the rare distinction of
three album releases on Aphex
Twin’s Rephlexlabel. Butit was his
younger helpmeet Louis Laurain—
whose own impressive list of pre-
vious collaborators ranges from
composer Eliane Radigue to Sunn
0)))’s Stephen O’Malley-who kindly
answered my questions in advance
of their eagerly awaited appearance
at the Piper.

Louis has previously described
C(or)N(e)Ts music as “like cruising
full speed on ahomemade superson-

ic moped-a combination of experi-
mental and joyful explosions, high-
ly controlled rhythmic slippage and
melodic improvised accidents”. I
asked him how this intriguing
cross-generational interface came
about: “In February 2023, Pierre had
carte-blanche in Café Oto. He invited
me to perform. Unfortunately his
luggage never arrived at the airport,
so he didn’t play. I played two solo
setsinstead: Pierre went to his hotel
before the show. I completely under-
stand. It was so depressing. Anyway,
his luggage arrived the day after...”

From these unpropitious begin-
nings, things could only get better.
Next stop was the much-loved Rose
Hill venue and studio space in
Brighton, where their musical un-
ion was cemented to such joyous
effect that plans were soon made to
record an album. Recorded there
over a week in the spring of last
year, C(or)N(e)T’s eponymous six-
track debut sounds more like the
work of an entire orchestra than
two men and a metronome.

“Ilike to keep myself busy when
Iplay,” Louis explains, “so I use my
hands (wWhen we usually need only
three fingers to press on the valve),
my mouth, sometimes I sing, I tap
my feet. [ pluck bird calls, whistles,
kazoos, from my cornet.”

C(or)N(e)T-original-
ly billed as C.N.T.
but the name has
been expanded
because it looks

: W rude on posters—
play the Piper on 25 February with
OBTRAMS3 and Effective Word
Order. Tickets via dice.fm.

Virtuoso Bluesman
Plays The Piper

Luckily for Hastings and St Leon-
ards, the very accomplished blues
rock guitarist Laurence Jones will
play at The Piper on 21 February.
Thirty two years old and born just
outside Liverpool, Jones learned
classical guitar from a very early
age, and has gone on to win four
British Blues Awards, including
‘Young Artist of the Year’ for three
consecutive years.

Listening to his latest album Bad
Luck & The Blues itis perhaps no sur-
prise that his riff-driven songs and
emotional solos were inspired by
listening to his father’s vinyl collec-
tion. In fact the magic of Jones’ own
music is the astute balance he
achieves between time honoured 70s
classicrock and a contemporary ap-
groach. Anostalgiclisten, the album

rings to mind Rory Gallagher, Tony

McPhee, Robin Trower et al. It has a
power and energy thatrecalls all of
these and other great blues guitar-
ists, while aiming perhaps as much
for perfection, as for originality.
The album reached number 1in
the ‘Official UK Charts’ and he was
voted in the ‘Top 10 Best Blues Rock
Guitar players in the world today’
by Music Radar. He has shared stag-
es with major luminaries - Van Mor-

rison, Ringo Starr, the late Jeff Beck
and Johnny Winter, Status Quo, and
many others. He has also appeared
at some of the world’s most prestig-
ious venues, including the Royal
Albert Hall and New York’s Carne-
gie Hall. The legendary, universal-
ly influential blues guru, Buddy
Guy, once likened Laurence to “a
young Eric Clapton”, and in 2017
invited the youngster (then just 25)
to join him onstage at the Holland
International Blues Festival.
Virtuoso Jones’ voice is soulful
and gritty. He is known for being a
songwriter, but his recent sets have
also usuallyincluded highly-praised
Hendrix covers. Whilst he is part
of alongline of British rock guitar-

ists there is something quintessen-
tially American about his song
structures, the vocal harmonies and
the strident guitar riffs.

Jones’ band is clearly world class,
and the fact that acts of this calibre
are being hosted at a grassroots
venue in the heart of St Leonards
says a great deal for the quality of
the venue and the enthusiasm of the
fans. This promises to be a memo-
rable gig soifthere are tickets avail-
able today and you love the blues,
don’t delay.

Laurence Jones plays The Piper, St
Leonards, on Friday 21 February
at 7pm. Tickets £22, available at
thepiper.club/events
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By Barbara Kingsolver
Published by Faber 2022
REVIEW BY KATE WATERS
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Literature
himself, his promising career |
D as an Highschool American |
e l I I O I l Football star cut short by a |
knee injury,isled into opiate |
addiction by an unscrupu- |
( : O erhe a d lous team doctor. Demonand |
pp descend into the squalor and
desperation of drug abuse, |
himself as slave labour on a back- paintingamovingpictureof |
woods farm, sustained by the ca- hisattemptsto getcleanun- |
maraderie of three other boys dermined by his desire to |
placed (or imprisoned) there and save her from pain and dis- |
dull the pain. His hopes of areturn
Thavejustread and greatlyenjoyed home are dashed when his mother, ITS MESSAGE IS ONE
this excellent book Demon Copper- now pregnant, dies from another OF RESILIENCE
head by the American novelist Bar- overdose. SURVIVAL AND HOPE
bara Kingsolver (available from This is a big novel with
Hastings Library). Itisare-working ECHOES OF THE RAGGED many other characters and
field, the story of a young boy’slife, PHILANTHROPISTS themes of social depriva-
but setin Lee County Virginiainthe Demonhasmany otheradventures tion: the exploitation and
1990s and 2000s. The book begins and encounters ashe fightshisway manipulation of the poor,
with the traumatic birth of Demon to adulthood. The storyisalsoabout the prejudice and stereo-
(realname Damon Fields) in arun- the grim realities of rural, post-in- typing that they have to
down trailer park to ateenage moth- dustrial America. The Appalachian suffer in both the media
father has already died in an acci- coalmining areawhich fuelledthe message is one of resil-
dent. So begins his odyssey through factories of the north. The book de- ience, survival, and hope.
alife of poverty, struggle, and prej- scribeshow the mining companies We meet Mr Ghali, for |
udice; and yet the quality of the suppressed thedevelopmentofoth- example, an Indian shop |
writingis such that the storyisoften er industries to ensure a plentiful keeper who gets a thrill |
both tragic, poignant, funny, and labour force with no competition, fromhandinghiscustom- |
One of the mainstays of his life resourced to stifle ambition in the was born into the Dalit |
which helps the young Demon to young people other thantoworkin (untouchable)casteinhis |
survive is the long-suffering but a mine. Nevertheless, the people home country and phys-
warm and loving household of the look back to this era as the ‘good ical contact of this type |
Peggot family who run the trailer times’ when they had work and was never allowed. |
park and often provide a substitute money, although a voucher system There is Mr Armstrong, |
years old Demon’s mother marries wagesin the company shop-echoes teacher and his White |
aviolentbullying man who asserts of The Ragged Trousered Philanthro- wife, who have had to |
his control over both mother and pists there. face down ignorance | _
son and seeks to isolate him from The 1980s brought modernisa- and discrimination in
the Peggot’s support. The battle of tion to the mining industry that their workingand personallives.
wills between the man and boy is meanttheynolonger neededlegions There is the tragic and moving sto-
mon’s eyes and movingly portrays blew the tops off the mountainsand unbearable mental and physical
the precariousness of a young employed a few giant machines to torture by her partner as a young
child’s existencein a hostileworld. scrapeup the coal. Massredundan- mother and ends up in prison for
His mother’s overdose propels cies and unemployment meant de- wounding him with a knife but is
Demon into the arms of the State pression and poverty and the area eventually released and reunited
and describes his encounters with became the butt of jokes and scorn with her son: both damaged indi-
thority froma child’s point of view: itremainstoday. Inthe wake of de- life. Demon is able to use his skill
the jaded burnt-out professionals, spair came the drugs epidemic,both atdrawingcartoonsto create a hill-
theidealisticbut naive youngsocial illegal, and legal in the form of Ox- billy superhero characterin alocal
worker, afraid herself of the over- ycontin. The book examines these newspaper to counter the negative
bearing morose ‘foster carer’ that themes through the lives of the stereotypesofrural people asfeck-
she leaves Demon with. He finds characters. Aunt June Peggot is a less,inbred wasters and toillustrate
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the real challenges that they face.
Thebook ends with Demon aged
18, and finally free of drugs, finding
a tentative new love and making
his third attempt to head east and
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see the ocean for
the first time in his life.

Iwould strongly recommend this
bookas a brilliantand illuminating
read.

POETRY CORNER

GREEK ARMS
OFELIA FERCH RHOS

Clay meets dust

due drug salesman. Demon |
his ethereal girlfriend Dori |
his first taste of illicit drug use to tressby scoring more drugs.
of Charles Dickens’ David Copper- TROUSERED events that explore the
er addicted to drugs and alcohol. His Mountain region was once a great and society atlarge. Yetits
enthralling all at once. and then kept the schools poorly erstheir take-aways. He |
home for the boy. When he is 10 meanttheyoftenhadtospendtheir an inspirational Black |
excellently presented through De- of workers totoilunderground, they ry of Marisa Peggot who endures
social workers and others in au- about ‘hillbillies’ and ‘rednecks’as viduals groping towards a better
Comswoncoms—————— ] 2

Hastings Independent
Five-Clue
Cryptic Crossword

Across

1. Note on rage causes jeopardy (6)

3. Serfin a mix-up for reasons (6)

4. Flowers in plush arrangement without hydrogen (6)

3 IIIIIIIIIIII

No. 270
by Peat Poser

Down
1. Same note on mixed foreigner indicates refusal (6)
2. Severely criticises Sunday dinners (6)

Crossword Solution: Answers on page 5 of The HIP List

dust meets fertile soil.
do not drop me-

Discard me as if

could outrun a tide.

Wield me. Pick me up.

as if your swift footfall

Rattle me like a sabre-
I died that you may kill again.

So carry me out, Greek arms,
to linens, soft and Aegean.

Glory, glory, Greek arms,

the ocean would give up her dead,

As if, kicking and screaming,
your swift footfall can still bear me stiffly up.

Don't drop me, Greek arms.
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the ‘U’s
1 February:

Hastings Utd 0, Lewes 1

4 February:

Horsham 1, Hastings Utd 0

8 February:
Cheshunt 2, Hastings Utd 1

| HUGH SULLIVAN

Hastings United suffered three more
Isthmian League defeatsin the first
eight days of February-that’s seven
consecutiveleague and cup losses in
2025. Six of them have been by the
margin of a single goal, and not all
of them were deserved on the over-
allrun of play. But the factis thatthe
‘U’s have managed to score only five
goalsin this period. Manager Danny
Searle has had successin stemming
the haemorrhage of goals at the
wrong end, but at the expense, it
appears, of hobbling what was al-
ready a limited attacking force.
Against Lewes on 1 February, the
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Davide Rodari on the ball for Hastings against Lewes
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‘U’s had more of the ball and were
generally on the front foot — just
couldn’t apply a finishing touch,
and conceded a penalty 16 minutes
from time. Keeper Louis Rogers
saved it, but couldn’t stop the re-
bound. As Searle pointed out after-
wards, the visitors had no other
shots on target throughout the
match, but that was enough.

Away at Horsham, who are third
in the league table, Hastings had
to defend for long periods, but
Searle said his lads had “stuck to
the game plan...We had areal go at
them and caused them some prob-
lems”. The only goal was conceded
in the 70th minute.

Making the long journey to
Cheshuntin Hertfordshire last Sat-
urday, the ‘U’s scored in the 12th
minute when Davide Rodari head-

ed in from a Kian Moynes cross —
the first league goal scored by the
‘U’s in open play since the begin-
ning of January. They remained
good value for their 1-0 halftime
lead, but were pegged back to 1-1
just after the hour mark and then
succumbed to a sucker punch two
minutes into added time.

To make matters worse, Dul-
wich Hamlet, the team in 18th po-
sition which Hastings will need to
overhaul if they are to escape rel-
egation, won 3-0 on the same af-
ternoon against Bowers & Pitsea.
That widened the gap between
them to nine points.

It’s by no means unbridgeable
with 14 matches still to play. But
now is crunch time. Hastings were
due to play a home fixture against
Canvey Island on Tuesday of this
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week (after this column went to
press), then host Dulwich them-
selves at the Pilot Field tomorrow
(Saturday) and play a third succes-
sive match at home against Wingate
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& Finchley the following Saturday.
All three visiting teams are in the
bottom half of the league table.
United’s task is clear: they have to
start scoring —and winning.

ISTHMIAN PREMIER LEAGUE STANDINGS AS AT

10 FEBRUARY (BOTTOM SIX)

P W D L F A GD PTS
17 Whitehawk 2 9 6 o 33 & 18 33
18 Duiwich Hamiet 29 9 5 15 56 11 32
19 Hendon 28 7 7 U 38 47 9 28
20 Hastings Utd 28 6 5 7 27 s5 28 23
21 Bowers &Pitsea 30 5 4 2 27 s 29 19
22 BognorRegis 30 4 6 20 3B 76 a1 18

Cup Defeats Leave
United Womenin
League Struggle

! JON SMALLDON

Last week saw Hastings United
Women exit their final two cup com-
petitions of the season, leaving them
to concentrate on the league. How-
ever, in that league, they sit one
place above relegation with just one
win — achieved almost six months
ago—from their nine league games.
If it’s always darkest before the
dawn, then the ‘U’s must be in for a
very bright sunrise indeed.

The team’s fourth season at Tier
6 level in the London & Southeast
Regional League Division One South
started with optimism. Under new
manager, Jason Tibble, there was a
return of some former players, a
seemingly solid core of retained ex-
isting players, and a nice flow of
youngsters developed in the Acade-

my programmes joining the senior
squad. After a positive pre-season
on the field, Hastings won their first
game, beating the Soccer Elite Foot-
ball Academy (SEFA) 3-0 away on 18
August.

However, with continual player
turnover, and poor weather causing
lengthy gaps between matches, the
‘U’shave found it difficult to sustain
Eerformance levels, and the season

as mostly been one of frustration.
Their eight completed league games
since August have resulted in three
draws and five losses. Most of those
losses have been close—only one by
more than a goal — and, with only
one team to be relegated at the sea-
son’s end, they are clearly better
placed than bottom-of-the table
Three Bridges.

The Cup games last week fol-
lowed a familiar pattern. In the
League Trophy, at home to SEFA,

they were on top for long periods,
especially early on, but could not
find the net. They eventually lost
2-0 in extra time. Then, midweek,
in the Eastbourne Chairman’s Cup,
away to higher-ranked Newhaven,
they made another good start but
failed to score, and were eventual-
lyleft chasing the gamein a 3-11oss.

There are, nevertheless, reasons
to be cheerful. Even with long term
absences to key players such as Re-
becca Relf and Tiana Tapp, there’s
been the return of captain Lauren
Skinner-Swain, regular appearances
byveterans Victoria Phillips and Ro-
sie Muggeridge, and the advent of
exciting younger talents such as
Freya Hollister and Jess Wright. Hast-
ings certainly have a more than fight-
ing chance of both staying up this
year and kicking on next season.

Hastings were due to play away
at Aylesford last Sunday and at Bog-
nor Regis on 16 February before
theyreturn to the Pilot Field on the
23rd.

Kick offis at 2pm and admission
is free. Keep your eye on social
media for any fixture updates —
and do come along and show your
support.

Further Women’s Football
News: Westfield FC have an-
nounced plans for a women’s foot-
ball team to begin playing next
season. Further details, including
trial dates, will be announced
shortly.

CHILDRENS SPORT

HALF TERM ACTION

Active Hastings are offering a

range of sports sessions through

half term week from Tuesday 18

to Friday 21 February.

* Hollington Youth Hub will offer
inclusive multi-sports on Tues-
day and street dance on
Wednesday

* Summerfields Leisure Centre
will host volleyball on Tuesday

* The Play Sport Fitness Hub at
the Firs on Elphinstone Road

will be open on Thursday for
under 5s stay and play

» StLeonards Academy will host
youth table-tennis on Friday

* Helenswood Sports Centre is
the venue for ‘WildCats’ girls
football on Friday.

Sessions should be booked in
advance with tickets priced at £3,
£2 or in some cases free. Visit hast-
ings.gov.uk/sport_play/getactive/
holiday-activities/ for further info.



Artist Spotlight

Keep access
Clear

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

PEOPLE’S CHOICE

Alocally taken picture has won the
People's Choice prize at the Natural
History Museum's Wildlife Pho-
tographer of the Year exhibition
2024.

Ian Wood's image shows a Eur-
asian badger appearing to glance
up at graffiti on a quiet road in St
Leonards. Residents had been leav-
ing food scraps on the pavement for
foxes and Ian noticed that badgers
from a nearby sett were coming to
forage. After seeing a badger am-
bling along the pavement by this
walllate one night, illuminated by
light from a lamppost, he decided
to photograph it and set up a small
hide on the edge of the road.

According to the Natural Histo-
ry Museum-where the exhibition

remains until June 29th-the pho-
tograph beat 24 other shortlisted
images. Museum director, Dr Doug-
las Gurr said: "Ian's flawlessly
timed image offers a unique
glimpse of nature's interaction with
the human world, underscoring the
importance of understanding ur-
ban wildlife.

Ian Wood adds: “There is adark-
er side to thisimage... The badger
cull — which is still ongoing — has
decimated their numbers and I
fear that unless the cullis stopped,
we’ll only see badgers in urban
settings in several parts of Eng-
land. My hope is for this image to
raise awareness of the damaging
effect of the badger cull and help
push for change.”
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