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Government 
Acts over 
Hastings 
Schools 
Funding
ERIN WARD

The Government has committed to 
abolishing the current Academy 
Schools’ funding model following 
the intervention of local MP Helena 
Dollimore in the House of Commons 
on 9 December. 

The Labour and Cooperative 
Member of Parliament told the Ed-
ucation Minister, Catherine McKin-
nell, that parents, teachers and 
students in her constituency “were 
horrified to find out that the Uni-
versity of Brighton Academies Trust 
(UBAT) has been taking a whopping 
20% of the Government grant meant 
for our local schools and education.” 
She went on to ask “What is the Min-

ister doing to resolve these issues 
and make sure that every child in 
Hastings and Rye gets the best qual-
ity education?”

In response, the Education Min-
ister, Gillian Keegan, admitted that 
the outcomes in some schools in 
Hastings were “just not good 
enough.” She said the Department 
for Education was “determined to 
drive up standards” and would “con-
tinue to work with the University of 
Brighton Academies Trust on that.” 

The Minister went on to commit 
the Government “to ending its cur-
rent financial model and to collab-
orating with school leaders on fu-
ture budget setting to ensure we can 
drive high and rising standards in 
every school, including in 
Hastings.” 2 
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YOUR DESIGN, OUR COVER
Let's see your seagull on our cover! 
Details from design@yourhip.co.uk

HASTINGS TIDES

DATE HIGH AND LOW TIDES SUNRISE SUNSET MOON

FRI 20 DEC H 1:52am L 8:49am H 2:13pm L 9:07pm 7:57 3:53

SAT 21 DEC H 2:33am L 9:29am H 2:58pm L 9:43pm 7:57 3:54

SUN 22 DEC H 3:18am L 10:11am H 3:49pm L 10:59pm 7:58 3:54 THIRD

MON 23 DEC H 4:08am L 10:58am H 4:48pm L 11:15pm 7:58 3:55

TUES 24 DEC H 5:08am L 11:53am H 5:55pm 7:58 3:55

WEDS 25 DEC L 0:14am H 6:15am L 12:55pm H 7:02pm 7:59 3:56

THURS 26 DEC L 1:22am H 7:20am L 2:01pm H 8:02pm 7:59 3:57

FRI 27 DEC L 2:33am H 8:18pm L 3:04pm H 8:54pm 7:59 3:58

SAT 28 DEC L 3:33am H 9:09am L 3:58pm H 9:39pm 8:00 3:58

SUN 29 DEC L 4:24am H 9:51am L 4:45pm H 10:17pm 8:00 3:59

MON 30 DEC L 5:09am H 10:30am L 5:28pm H 10:55pm 8:00 4:00 NEW

TUES 31 DEC L 5:51am H 11:08am L 6:08pm H 11:33pm 8:00 4:01

WEDS 1 JAN L 6:17am H 11:45am L 6:38pm 8:00 4:02

THURS 2 JAN H 0:04am L 6:59am H 12:25pm L 7:18pm 8:00 4:03

* L= LOW TIDE H = HIGHTIDE For beach safety advice visit: rnli.org/safety/beach-safety

EDITOR'S NOTE

Within this bumper, 32-page, festive 
season issue you'll discover an ex-
panded news section and events list-
ings to see you through until 2025.  

To allow its tired volunteers (new 
recruits always welcome...) a prop-
er winter break, we're skipping an 
issue so the next edition of HIP will 
publish on Friday 17 January. .

Kicking off with a scoop about 
school academy funding, the News 
section provides various perspec-
tives on the housing crisis, a 
heart-warming local refugee story 
and an entire page devoted to read-
ers’ letters.

You'll find a cornucopia of grass-
root-based participatory activities 
in the Community pages, reflections 
AI, and toxic men in Opinion and a 
fascinating Feature on plans for a 
Hastings botanic garden and its 
historical links with pioneering 
plant painter, Marianne North.

In Arts we've previews of the 
pantomime, gigs at the Piper and a 
performance from stand-up Suzi 
Ruffell, part of Hastings Comedy 
Festival's winter programme.

Speaking of which, in the middle 
pages you'll find a timely round up 
of just some of the local stories HIP 
reported upon this year, not least 
our general election hustings. 
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SITE NOTICE FOR APPLICATION  
FOR A PREMISES LICENCE
This notice is to advise that on 
11th day of December 2024 
an application for the grant 
of a variation of a Premises 
Licence was made to Hastings 
Borough Council for the 
premises known as
Bella Wine Bar, 44-45 
George Street, Hastings, 
TN34 3EA
Was made by : Ali Altimis 
for the following licensable 
activities or proposed 
variation;

Variation is to remove the 
following conditions and to 
update the floor plan to include 
the installation of a bar.
SIA: a. All pre-booked events 
shall be risk assessed by 
the Designated Premises 
Supervisor and a minimum 
of two SIA registered door 
staff shall be on duty on 
any occasion where the risk 
assessment shows it to be 

necessary. The door staff shall 
be on duty from 30 minutes 
prior to the start of the event 
until 30 minutes afterwards.
Café Bar: a. Alcohol shall only 
be supplied by waiter/waitress 
service to people seated at 
tables. b. Food shall be available 
at all times when the premises 
is open and trading. The 
primary use of the premises 
shall be as a café/Restaurant, 
not be that of a bar and any 
promotions and advertising will 
refer to it as such.
Add following conditions
SIA registered door supervision 
will be provided by the George 
Street patrol on Friday, 
Saturdays, New Years Eve and 
days preceding a Bank Holiday. 
To be an active member of the 
Hastings area Business Crime 
Reduction Partnership, BAR 
WATCH scheme.
A concurrent planning 
application for change of use 

from E Class to Sui Generis will 
be applied for to the premises 
to operate as a bar.

Any person wishing to make 
representations about this 
application should write to 
Hastings Borough Council, 
Head of Environment & Place, 
Muriel Matters House, Breeds 
Place, Hastings, TN34 3UY, or 
email Licensing@hastings.gov.
uk within twenty eight days 
from the date of the application 
shown above. 

The application can be 
viewed by pre-arranged 
appointment at our offices, 
during office hours. It is an 
offence knowingly or recklessly 
to make a false statement 
in connection with an 
application & a person is liable 
to a fine of up to a maximum 
of £5,000 on summary 
conviction for the offence.

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE
Notice is hereby given that on 
14th day of December 2024
an application was made 
to HASTINGS BOROUGH 
COUNCIL
James John Henderson, 
168 Edmund Road, 
Hastings, East Sussex,  
TN35 5LQ
to obtain a premises licence 
for the premises known as
Jamie’s Café and Bistro,  
482 Old London Road, 
Hastings, East Sussex,  
TN35 5BG

in the following respects 
license to sell alcohol with 
food between 11am and 
11pm Monday to Saturday, 
12pm and 6pm Sunday.

Any person wishing to make 
representations about this 
application should write to 
Hastings Borough Council, 
Head of Environment & Place, 
Muriel Matters House, Breeds 
Place, Hastings, TN34 3UY, or 
email Licensing@hastings.gov.
uk within twenty eight days 

from the date of the application 
shown above. 

It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection 
with an application & the 
maximum fine is £5000 for 
which a person is liable on 
summary conviction for the 
offence.

Dated this 14th day of 
December 2024

The move comes after 
months of negotiations be-

tween the teachers’ union, the NEU, 
and UBAT, attempting to stave off 
further industrial action. On a ballot 
in which almost three-quarters of all 
union members voted back in June, 
93% voted to strike, leading to a total 
of five days of industrial action.

The issue has been ongoing since 
late April, when it was disclosed 
UBAT had taken nearly £3 million 
(25.9%) of the St Leonards Acade-
my’s funds and around £1.1 million 
(16.45%) from the Hastings Academy 
and retained the money in their 
central funding pool - significantly 
more than the 5-8% that Academy 
Trusts generally take.

James Ellis, the NEU’s lead repre-
sentative for local schools, says, “We 
believe that UBAT has historically 
been spending huge sums of money 
on their central team, whilst giving 
inadequate funding to the schools 
and frontline services that directly 
benefit young people in Hastings. 
This has led to excessive workload 
for our members and has damaged 
the quality of education that we can 
provide for our students.”

Since strike action was suspend-
ed in September, UBAT have agreed 
to a complete change to their fund-
ing model and have already made 
many executive staffing changes, 
such as the chair of trustees step-
ping down. As a result, they have 
requested that the NEU allow them 
time to reorganise their finances 
and create a new long-term plan for 
the trust.

In a statement to HIP, Ms Dolli-
more said, “since being elected, I 
have worked to resolve problems 
with the University of Brighton 
Academy Trust, which have led to 
around 3000 children missing 
school. I share concerns about the 
management and finances of UBAT, 
and in recent weeks I have had 
meetings with Ministers and offi-
cials in the Department of Education 
to raise these issues.”

More than 10,000 schools - near-
ly half of the UK total - are Acade-
mies, run by 1,200 multi-academy 
trusts. All could potentially be af-
fected by the Department for Edu-
cation’s new funding model.

We contacted UBAT for comment 
but have not received a response.

1 

Annie Bryden  
anniebryden@yahoo.com

Staff, parents and children demonstrate outside of The Baird Prima-
ry Academy in July 2024
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Waiting for 
Answers 
ROD WEBB reacts to open letter 
written to local MP by Hastings  
& District Palestinian Solidarity 
Campaign
As the Gaza conflict approaches the 
New Year after nearly 14 months of 
Israel’s onslaught on the Palestinian 
enclave, the killing of innocent ci-
vilians continues. One recent attack, 
which resulted in the killing of a 
Save the Children aid worker, 
prompted Hastings & District Pal-
estine Solidarity Campaign to write 
an open letter to their MP, Helena 
Dollimore, who used to work for the 
organisation.

This is what Hastings & District 
PSC wrote:

“We write to you on day 425 of 
Israel’s genocide in Gaza, where the 
remorseless murder and starvation 
of the civilian Palestinian popula-
tion grinds on, to ask whether you 
condemn Israel’s murder of the Save 
the Children worker Ahmad Faisal 
Isleem Al-Qadi last weekend?

“Ahmad, who was deaf, was re-
turning home from the mosque to 
his wife and three-year-old daugh-
ter when he was killed by an Israe-
li missile in Khan Yunis, along with 
16 others in two separate attacks on 
the same day. 

“Ahmad was known for his self-

less determination to help others 
and dedication to his young daugh-
ter. He is the second Save the Chil-
dren worker to be killed by Israel 
since October 2023.

“You have shared with constitu-
ents that you used to work for the 
international aid charity Save the 
Children, which started in the UK 
- now Israel has killed two of your 
former colleagues.

“The charity’s Chief Executive 
Inger Ashing has expressed her 
grief and outrage at this latest kill-
ing, demanding an investigation, 
accountability and an end to Israel’s 
violence against civilians and hu-
manitarian workers.

“Will you support that call?
“Last weekend Israel killed sev-

eral more aid workers  from the 
charity the World Central Kitchen 
which led to the vital service being 
stopped at a time of catastrophic, 
Israeli-engineered famine.

“Do you condemn the targeting 
of these aid workers too?

“In the last year, Israel has killed 
over 333 aid workers, according to 
the UN, the highest number ever 

recorded in a single crisis.
“It has also targeted journalists, 

medics, civil defence and UN work-
ers and children in unprecedented 
numbers.

“Do you condemn these killings?
“The International Criminal 

Court has recently issued arrest war-
rants for Israeli leaders Benjamin 
Netanyahu and former defence min-
ister Yoav Gallant for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 

“Do you accept, as the court has 
determined, there is a case to an-
swer that Israel is committing war 
crimes and crimes against human-
ity in Gaza, such as persecution, the 
use of starvation as a weapon of war, 
murder, and other inhumane acts?

“Moreover, that it is, according 
to its own former defence leader, 
committing the crime of ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians in the 
north of Gaza and that, according 
to the International Court of Justice, 
Israel’s continued presence in Pal-
estinian territories is unlawful and 
that it currently practices the crime 
of apartheid across the whole of 
occupied Palestine?

“Will you also commit to support-
ing the UN General Assembly ruling 
from September  demanding that 
Israel end its occupation of all Pal-
estinian territories within a year?

“As your constituents we would 
welcome a strong stance from our 
Parliamentary representative in 
defence of international humani-
tarian law and a public commit-
ment for the rights of all peoples to 
be respected, regardless of who they 
are or where they live.

The letter went public on 4 De-
cember and has been signed by 87 
individuals and   seven organisa-
tions. It was sent to Helena Dolli-
more on 10 December with a cover-

ing email which included the 
following:

“The letter was written the day 
before Amnesty International pub-
licly concluded that Israel is guilty 
of committing genocide in Gaza and 
on the same day that news reached 
us of yet another tent massacre in 
Al Mawasi, killing 21. 

“The letter contains seven specif-
ic questions, but we would appreciate 
an answer to an eighth – have you 
read the report, and if so, do you ac-
cept Amnesty International’s conclu-
sion that Israel is guilty of genocide?

“We are keen to hear your an-
swers which we will share with all 
those constituents who signed the 
letter as well as members of Hast-
ings & District PSC, Amnesty Inter-
national Hastings, the East Sussex 
Islamic Association, Hastings Jews 
for Justice, Hastings & District 
Trade Union Council and Hastings 
District NEU.”

CONDEMNATION OF ISRAEL
Katy Colley, chair of Hastings & Dis-
trict PSC said: “We were moved to 
write after the murder of the Save 
the Children worker Ahmad Faisal 
Isleem Al-Qadi…we wanted to ask 
her whether she condemned the 
murder of her former colleagues.” 

She went on to say: “It is beyond 
maddening that nobody ever asks 
our politicians to condemn Israeli 
atrocities which are being carried 
out every single day – hospitals de-
stroyed, medics and journalists 
murdered, children slaughtered 
and maimed on an industrial scale… 
Is Ms Dollimore blind to these atroc-
ities? Or does she condone them? 
Because right now, her silence, and 
that of her Parliamentary col-
leagues, is complicity. It is a deadly 
silence that is killing Palestinians 

by the thousands.” 
Helana Dollimore has expressed 

her concerns about what is happen-
ing, saying “The death and destruc-
tion in Gaza and the wider region 
is intolerable.” But as Katy Colley 
says, it is the failure to condemn 
Israel which needs to be addressed. 
This is particularly important now 
that Amnesty International has con-
cluded that Israel is  committing 
genocide after a year-long forensic 
investigation. 

A SURGE OF PROTEST 
Asked about the continuation of 
protests in Hastings against the gen-
ocide, Katy provided a list of events 
taking place in the last week alone. 
These include: a pop-up protest at 
Genocide Dynamics on Friday 13 
December; a fundraising stall at 
Goat Ledge for Al Mawasi on Sat 14 
December; A Poster Parade to re-
mind the public of the ongoing gen-
ocide, to break the Western news 
media blackout on Gaza on Saturday 
14 December; and a children’s Hast-
ings Madrasah link up with Al 
Mawasi kids on Sunday 8 December.

There have also been a number 
of other creative protests recently, 
and the ‘drive by’ protest in Novem-
ber went viral all over the world, 
sparking a host of copycat actions. 
This was reported in the Skwawk-
box. “We’re really proud that, as a 
group, we are helping to inspire the 
solidarity movement to find new 
ways to keep the public informed 
when the legacy media is hiding 
the truth about Israel’s genocide,” 
says Katy.

MP’S RESPONSE
In response, Helena Dollimore said: 
“The death and destruction in Gaza 
since the beginning of the conflict 
following Hamas’ attack on 7 Oc-
tober last year is unbearable. Since 
taking office, the Labour Govern-
ment has been calling for an im-
mediate ceasefire and using every 
diplomatic lever at our disposal to 
work towards an end to the fight-
ing, the release of all hostages by 
Hamas, for international law to be 
upheld, and for all restrictions on 
humanitarian aid entering Gaza to 
be lifted.

“In my maiden speech in Parlia-
ment, I called for an end to the con-
flict, and emphasised the impact 
that conflict has on children in 
particular - an area I worked on 
before entering politics. It has been 
harrowing to meet recently with 
families of hostages still being held 
by Hamas, and last week I met with 
the UNRWA Commissioner General 
who described the humanitarian 
nightmare on the ground. I have 
met with residents of Hastings, Rye 
and the villages concerned about 
both the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza, and rising levels of antisem-
itism and islamophobia closer to 
home. We all want this war to end, 
and I am always happy to engage 
respectfully with constituents on 
these issues. However, I will not 
tolerate abuse or harassment to-
wards my staff or myself.”
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Hastings Housing Crisis:  
No Room at the Inn
PAUL MCLAUGHLIN

We all know there is a massive hous-
ing and homelessness crisis in Hast-
ings. The growing visibility of rough 
sleepers on our streets, the simmer-
ing anger about the condition of 
both private and social rented hous-

ing, and the seemingly ever-increas-
ing numbers of households living 
in temporary accommodation is 
evidence of a problem that is only 
getting worse.

Hastings BC has been taken to the 
brink of bankruptcy by the spiral-
ling costs of temporary accommo-
dation. Earlier this month the Cab-
inet was informed that this year’s 

budget overspend for the service 
had climbed above £1m and coun-
cillors were told that whilst pre-
ventative action had stabilised de-
mand, budgetary savings intended 
to reduce costs had not materialised.

It would be easy to focus on the 
financial costs of the housing crisis. 
However, the real costs are paid by 
those across our town who are 

homeless or living in mould-infest-
ed and/or overcrowded flats, and 
by those who face eviction because 
they do not have the means to afford 
impossible rent increases.

The new Labour Government 
has made house building a key pri-
ority and has just announced 
changes to the planning system to 
accelerate house building, includ-
ing plans to change the rules on 
low quality green belt land. They 
have set a new-build target for 
Hastings of 712 homes each year 
for the next 5 years. 

The Green-led Hastings BC does 
not believe the land is available 
within the town to meet the annual 

target and so the scene is set for a 
political bust-up. 

Meanwhile, the crisis continues 
and as we approach Christmas, a 
time of year when people are en-
couraged to be generous and think 
about those less fortunate than 
themselves, we have asked for the 
personal views of local people to 
give us their perspective on how 
we as a town and as a country 
should respond to the crisis.

This is the start of an ongoing 
discussion and debate within the 
pages of HIP. We want to encourage 
views and constructive suggestions 
from all perspectives. Please let us 
know what YOU think.

A View 
from the 
Streets
PENNY BEALE

While many people are looking for-
ward to spending Christmas with 
family and friends, a shocking num-
ber of people in Hastings and across 
the country will be homeless over 
the festive period and beyond. I 
have lived in Hastings all my life, 
but I have never seen such a great 
divide between the haves and the 
have-nots, with the latter vastly in-
creasing in number.

Without major changes, I cannot 
foresee any resolution. If things con-
tinue, the problems will undoubted-
ly escalate, and there will be worse 
unforeseen outcomes for all of us.

The growing numbers of rough 
sleepers require a compassionate, 
multi-faceted approach that ad-
dresses both their immediate needs 
and longer-term support.

Access to emergency shelters and 
safe spaces where rough sleepers 
can stay temporarily in safety and 

in the warmth with food and a bed 
is an important first step. By coming 
in off the streets, mental health pro-
fessionals, social workers, and out-
reach specialists can then engage 
with them directly in a welcoming 
and friendly setting. There are 
church halls, including the Salva-
tion Army Hall, which could be 
used, if a permanent site is unavail-
able. Snowflake used to provide this 
service manned mainly by volun-
teers on a shift basis. 

I am a firm advocate of the Hous-
ing First method modelled on the 
Scandinavian example. I’ve seen it 
work here, provided by Transom 
Trust, a subsidiary of Green Pas-
tures, the ethical social enterprise. 
The Housing First approach is par-
ticularly effective for people expe-
riencing both homelessness and 
mental health challenges. The mod-
el prioritises providing stable hous-
ing first, and then offers support for 
mental health and other issues in a 
safe, private environment. Individ-
uals are helped and encouraged to 
regain stability and self-sufficiency 
with access to life skills training and 
employment assistance.

To tackle the wider housing and 
temporary accommodation crisis, 
we need to bring Housing Benefit 
into line with actual rents. The Right 
to Buy scheme must end immedi-
ately and any previous council / 
social housing stock coming back 
onto the market should be brought 
back into social housing.

We also desperately need a com-
prehensive survey of empty prop-
erties and second-homes, and to 
maximise the taxation on such 
properties to encourage owners to 
make them available to rent. In ad-
dition, the regulation of AirB&B’s 
needs to be significantly tightened 
and landlords should be given prac-
tical help and advice to make their 
properties viable and let-able.

We shouldn’t need to say it, but 
all charitable and governmental 
agencies need to work together in 
some form of harmony, unlike the 
present system where they are often 
competing against each other for 
funding pots.

With the right political will, 
proper funding and cohesive imple-
mentation, we can, and must, do 
this. However, the proposed deep 
cuts to a range of adult social care 
services announced recently by East 
Sussex County Council, alongside 
cuts to drug and alcohol support 
services, will be disastrous for peo-
ple living on the streets.

The rubbish printouts pinned up 
in the main windows of Muriel Mat-
ters House, which give information 
of emergency services available to 
those living on the streets over 
Christmas, suggest a complete dis-
regard of their needs and an accept-
ance that things will only get worse.

Penny Beale is the founder of the 
Penny Beale Memorial Fund and a 
leading campaigner locally against 
domestic violence and homelessness.

Living Rents
Beth Boorman 

Hastings Commons Community 
Land Trust (CLT) is one of over 300 
CLTs in England and Wales. While 
CLT numbers have grown signifi-
cantly in the past decade, less than 
5% have decided to become Regis-
tered Providers (RP) which is what 
Hastings Commons is currently 
applying for.

An RP is an organisation that is 
regulated to develop, own, manage 
affordable homes, and generally, 
they are housing associations or 

local authorities. 
The big benefit of 
becoming an RP, 
and the driver for 
our own decision, is 
being able to access 
capital grant funding 
through Homes Eng-
land to build much-needed 
affordable homes.

Becoming an RP is hard work. It 
takes a long time – we started re-
search back in 2020 and have been 
working on the process since 2022 
– and it’s not cheap with the regis-
tration and support fees. The pro-
cess is designed for the big housing 

associations with thou-
sands of properties. It’s 

the main reason so 
few CLTs are becom-
ing Registered Pro-
viders and choose 
to partner with RP 
housing associa-
tions instead, or 

take on housing built 
by developers via Sec-

tion 106 planning agree-
ments. 

But those options aren’t real-
ly available to us in Hastings where 
the established RPs show minimal 
interest in retrofit and town centre 
regeneration and where there’s a 
lack of large developments that 
could offer a proportion of CLT 
homes. In any case, we see the role 

as building more than housing 
units. Home is not just a bedroom/
kitchen/bathroom – people need 
space for work, leisure, social life, 
and a sense of purpose and belong-
ing. So, we decided to convert our 
long-standing housing company, 
Living Rents (Hastings) Ltd, into a 
Registered Provider. 

On the upper floors of the trans-
forming Observer Building sit the 
makings of twelve beautiful new 
homes. Twelve new homes for peo-
ple coming out of temporary hous-
ing or at risk of needing temporary 
housing. We have secured two-
thirds of the funding to achieve this 
from Town Deal and Hastings Bor-
ough Council; the final one-third 
will be made possible by becoming 
an RP which opens the doors to the 

Government’s Affordable Homes 
Programme. 

We know that 24 homes (we al-
ready own and manage 12 flats 
within Hastings Commons) does not 
solve Hastings’ housing crisis, but 
they are seeds of hope. With the RP 
status we can get on with further 
projects, including supporting oth-
er community-led housing groups 
to achieve their own affordable 
housing ambitions. 

Community land trusts have 
built close to 2,000 homes across the 
country. Together we can build and 
renovate hundreds of homes in 
Hastings. Become a member of Hast-
ings Commons Community Land 
Trust and help make it happen!

Beth Boorman is one of five vol-
untary directors of Living Rents. 
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Matt has lived 40 years in Hastings, 7 years on the street
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Be Bold to Deliver 
More Council 
Housing
ANDY BATSFORD

In November 2021, I was the Cabinet 
lead for Housing at Hastings Bor-
ough Council when we unveiled an 
ambitious plan to tackle the town’s 
worsening housing crisis. The La-
bour-led council pledged to build 
500 truly affordable homes, capped 
at Local Housing Allowance rates 
over a five-year period from 2022 
to 2027. 

This bold initiative aimed to ad-
dress the stark mismatch between 
housing supply and demand, with 
over 1,400 households on the Coun-
cil Housing Register and a growing 
number of local families becoming 
homeless and reliant on temporary 
accommodation.

The strategy focused on working 
with developers to deliver 
high-quality, 100% affordable hous-
ing schemes, while also utilising 
council-owned land to lead by ex-
ample. By demonstrating that such 
developments could be both feasible 
and beneficial, the council sought 
to challenge traditional housing 
models and address scepticism from 

developers and stakeholders. 
Despite initial doubts about the 

viability of 100% affordable housing 
estates, which was often criticised 
as unattractive or socially problem-
atic, progress has been significant.

At the midway point of the initi-
ative, Hastings has surpassed ex-
pectations, with over 515 affordable 
homes either completed, under 
construction, or soon to be on the 
market. Among these, 270 are “new 
council house” properties capped 
at LHA rate, marking a major 
achievement for the town and its 
residents. 

Key successes include the Har-
row Lane and St Mary’s Hol-
meshurst sites, which collectively 
account for over 300 affordable 
homes. These projects materialised 
despite early setbacks, such as the 
bankruptcy of the original devel-
oper at Harrow Lane. The sale of 
the site to Orbit and the subsequent 
commitment of Southern Housing 
to St Mary’s Holmesdale underscore 
the importance of having strong 
political leadership and a bold vi-
sion in overcoming obstacles and 
driving housing policy forward.

However, challenges remain. 

We are all aware of the geography 
of our town, hemmed in by the sea 
on one side and the country parks 
on the other. This severely limits 
the availability of large sites, which 
are attractive to developers. The 
much smaller infill developments 
which are available rarely yield the 
volume or affordability needed. 
This poses the question, where are 
the next 500 affordable homes to 
come from?

There have been concerns raised 
about the ability of the Green-led HBC 
to sustain momentum. Critics argue 
that the Green leadership’s prefer-
ence for community-led schemes may 
lack the decisiveness and scale re-
quired to address the housing crisis. 
High-profile developments like the 
Horntye site will test HBC’s resolve 
to prioritise affordable housing 

amidst opposition from some of their 
natural supporters.

To ensure continued progress, 
national government support is es-
sential. This includes:
1.	 A fully funded council house- 

building program to close the 
funding gap that currently re-
quires developers to cover 60% 
of costs;

2.	 Cost-neutral mechanisms for 
councils to reclaim the cost of 
CPO’s and repurpose empty 
homes, which remain a visible 
frustration in Hastings.

3.	 Revise the ridiculous Labour 
Government housing targets 
that do not account for the town’s 
geographical and economic 
challenges, giving local author-
ities greater control over devel-
opment priorities.

Affordable housing remains Hast-
ings’ most pressing issue. Without 
safe, secure, and affordable homes, 
the town’s families and children 
face instability and hardship. 
Achieving lasting solutions will re-
quire hardnosed, bold leadership, 
creative problem-solving, and col-
laboration at both local and nation-
al levels. The 500 homes initiative 
has demonstrated what is possible, 
but sustained action is critical to 
prevent future setbacks and to build 
a more equitable housing future for 
Hastings.

Andy Batsford has represented 
the St Helens ward on Hastings BC 
since 2012, for the Labour Party 
(2012-23) and for the Hastings Inde-
pendent Group (2023-). He was the 
Cabinet lead for Housing between 
2017-2021.

A Personal Vision 
for More & Better 
Quality Housing
KEN DAVIS

The greatest mistake made with the 
provision of public housing by suc-
cessive governments has been to 
concentrate on numbers rather than 
balancing numbers with quality.

Thus, a policy of poor housing has 
led to disasters on a large scale such 
as Ronan Point in Newham in 1968 
when part of a tower block collapsed, 
killing four people and injuring 17, 
and the devastating fire at Grenfell 
Tower in West Kensington in 2017 
which cost the lives of 72 and injured 
a further 70 people. But behind 
those, lies a huge backlog of mainte-
nance from using poor materials and 
unsupervised construction. 

Personally, I do not think the 
Thatcher ‘right to buy’ policy was 
necessarily wrong in principle 
(shock!) but, just like the NHS land 

sales I was involved with, properties 
were sold off too cheaply just to get 
cash for tax cuts for the wealthy.

Moreover, I never liked the idea 
of public housing ‘estates’ because 
it can create discrimination in so-
ciety that we do not need, whereas 
private ownership may create great-
er responsibility for what is person-
ally owned.

I do recognise that there will al-
ways be the need for some public, or 
different forms of joint/shared own-
ership housing, for particular 
groups. Both outdated planning and 
land law have contributed to the 
present problems together with over 
reliance on the large-scale developer 
model of housing provision and their 
love of what is least risky and most 
rewarding rather than what may be 
needed in any particular location. In 
Hastings this has created too much 
‘suburban’ low rise development. 
Planning in Hastings has been devoid 

of any urban design which could 
have produced some sustainable 
mixed-use neighbourhoods.

Greater imagination is needed 
from architects, local and national 
government, as well as a new prof-
it model by housebuilders. Good 
design is supposed to now be of 
prime importance in planning but 
there is still no guidance on how to 
achieve it. Why not?

With only minor changes to na-
tional planning policy guidelines,-
such as some relaxation of parking 
standards and more communal car 
use, the fairly standardised devel-
oper approach to housing could be 
jettisoned to open up a range of 
smaller sites in Hastings and 
across the country to new housing 
opportunities. These include the 
potential for:

•	 Earth sheltered hobbit-type 
houses built into the bank in 
Robertson Hill or at the top and 
bottom of White Rock Gardens 
(no loss of green space!).

•	 A small block of flats built over 
the northside St Leonards (War-
rior Square) station car park. 

•	 Allowing, subject to own-
ers’wishes of course, develop-
ment on some of the gardens 
backing onto London Road and 
Filsham Road.

•	 Repossessing the former WW1 
overgrown allotment plots be-
hind Old London Road in Ore.

•	 Using the unnecessarily large 
road verges on Churchwood 
Drive (between SLM and Tesco) 
and the one at Napier Road.

•	 Using the unused railway land 
at Hastings station (several pos-
sibilities).

There are many sites across Hast-
ings like these which could provide 
additional much needed and local-
ly distinctive houses and flats. All 
that is lacking is the imagination 
and political will to do so.

Ken Davis has 50 years experi-
ence of designing and project man-
aging a wide range of building types 
and sizes, including private and 
public housing developments and 
one-off houses mostly in London 
and the South-East.
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The start of the new housing development in Harrow Lane

Matt has lived 40 years in Hastings, 7 years on the street



20 December 2024Issue 267

News6

news@hastingsindependentpress.co.uk

A time 
for Hope 
and Joy
PAUL MCLAUGHLIN

The collapse of Bashar al-Assad’s 
brutal regime in Syria earlier this 
month was greeted with celebra-
tions across a country fractured by 
13 years of civil war. The Assad 
family had ruled over Syria with 
an iron fist for over half a century, 
with long-documented reports of 
mass incarceration, torture, ex-
tra-judicial killings and atrocities 
against their own people.

There were celebrations, too in 
Hastings, where a small group of 
Syrian refugees who escaped from 
the conflict now call home.

Abdul Salam Youssfan and his 
wife, who own the popular Day-
dream Café on Robertson Street, 

fled from their home in the bombed-
out city of Hama in 2011. Qamar was 
pregnant with her second child at 
the time when they made their way 
by motorcycle to the then safe hav-
en of Lebanon. Yazan was born in 
Damascus before they continued 
their escape from their homeland.

When they finally crossed the 
border into Lebanon, they were 
homeless, nearly penniless and 
wearing only the clothes on their 
backs. They registered with UNICEF 
as refugees, along with thousands 
of others, and waited.

After five years, and the birth of 
their third child, Sulaf, they got a 
call from the UN Refugee Agency to 
be told they were going to the UK as 
part of the Resettlement Pro-
gramme, set up by the then Prime 
Minister David Cameron in 2015 to 
offer a safe haven to 20,000 vulner-
able Syrians.

The family travelled to Beirut for 
medical and background checks by 
British authorities and after three 
months of waiting they boarded a 
plane for the UK, a place they had 
never even heard of. 

They arrived in Britain just before 
Christmas in 2016. They spoke no 
English, and the weather was “damp 
and very cold.” Crucially, however, 
they felt safe and welcome in their 
new home, in Herstmonceux. They 
soon made friends and attended 
Eastbourne College to learn the lan-
guage. Abdul Salam volunteered in 
a charity shop and trained with Men-
cap as a support worker for people 
with learning difficulties.

Their family increased again 
with the birth of daughter Baraah 
in 2018, and all four children now 

attend local schools and regard Eng-
land as home. However, Abdul 
Salam, who was a successful cloth-
ing designer and merchant in Syria, 
and his wife Qamar, still regard 
Syria as their home.

Abdul Salam is hopeful for the 
future of his country, but acknowl-
edges that Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, 
the organisation which stormed into 
Damascus, has a complicated past 
and offers an unpredictable future. 
He says whilst he would like to re-
turn to Hama to rebuild his clothing 
business, he feels things are cur-
rently too uncertain.

He has not lost his entrepreneur-
ial spirit and earlier this year he 
turned his hands to running the 
Daydream Café, which serves a clas-
sic breakfast and lunch menu with 
a distinctly Syrian twist. It has 
proved to be very popular, offering 
good food, a cosy atmosphere and 
staff who are friendly and kind.

Abdul Salam and Qamar say they 
are “so grateful” to the British peo-
ple for taking in their family eight 
years ago. “They gave us hope when 
we had none. Our children are safe, 
and they can look forward to a 
brighter future. This Christmas we 
want the same for everyone back 
home in Syria.”

Home Office Set 
to Release 
Northeye Site
HUGH SULLIVAN

A senior civil servant at the Home 
Office confirmed last week that the 
former prison premises of North-
eye on the outskirts of Bexhill are 
no longer being considered as pro-
spective accommodation for asy-
lum seekers. 

The site was purchased by the UK 
government in September 2023 at a 

price of £15.3m despite known risks 
of asbestos contamination (see Home 
Office Slated Over Northeye Purchase 
in HIP 265). The original purpose, as 
stated by the then Immigration Min-
ister Robert Jenrick, was to provide 
basic accommodation for up to 1,200 
adult male would-be immigrants on 
a voluntary basis. Later, following 
the enactment of the Illegal Migra-
tion Act, plans emerged to use the 
premises for detention of men 
deemed to have arrived illegally – in 

particular, those crossing the Chan-
nel on small boats. 

Humanitarian campaigners such 
as Bexhill Stand Up to Racism and 
local pressure group No to Northeye 
pointed out multiple flaws in these 
schemes, and the change of govern-
ment in July this year put them on 
hold.  Now the Home Office is re-
ported to be considering instead the 
purchase of hundreds of smaller 
properties to substitute for current 
placements in hotel accommodation 
and has decided that the Northeye 
site “is no longer needed”. 

Sir Matthew Rycroft, the depart-
ment’s permanent secretary, told a 
public accounts committee: “We 
will be working with our colleagues 
to see if it would be suitable for any 
other part of government and, if not, 
then we will be selling it.”

Last year, then Bexhill and Battle 
MP, Huw Merriman, a junior Minis-
ter in Rishi Sunak’s government, 
refused to condemn the Home Office 
plans. However, his successor, Dr 
Kieran Mullan, has lost no time in 
approving their reversal. He issued 
a statement: “I want to thank cam-
paigners and cross-party councillors 
across all layers of local government 
for fighting against this plan…I’ve 
done all I can to support them. I am 
especially pleased for the residents 
of the Northeye Estate for whom the 
uncertainty and worry is over.”

Uncertainty will, however, con-
tinue. The site is zoned in the Roth-
er Local Plan for potential housing 
development, but the National Audit 
Office investigation into the pur-
chase revealed that repairs to build-
ings at the site, including contami-
nation clean-up, were estimated to 
cost more than £20m. Who is going 
to meet that cost, and when?

More Delays on 
Road to Nowhere

East Sussex County Council (ESCC) 
has been told to explain to Hastings 
residents why completion of the A21 
Queensway link has been so long 
delayed and when it will be com-
pleted. The town’s MP Helena Dol-
limore has written to the County 
Council asking for “updated plans 
as a matter of urgency”, saying busi-
nesses have suffered serious losses 
and that jobs are being put at risk.

Although the traffic lights and 
single-lane working on the A21 at 
the Ridge are being suspended over 
Christmas, the ESCC says “work will 
continue in the New Year, and traffic 
controls will be re-introduced”. The 

final part of the project, whose start 
was delayed so long it was dubbed 
the ‘Road to Nowhere’, was due to 
have been completed by 31 Decem-
ber 2024. Currently there appears 
to be no finishing date in sight.

As Ms Dollimore pointed out in 
her letter: “The traffic management 
has significantly increased journey 
times in Hastings, as cars are forced 
to queue through three sets of tem-
porary traffic lights. The closure of 
Maplehurst Road and Junction 
Road, in combination with these 
works on the A21 at Sedlescombe 
Road North and the further works 
on The Ridge, means that there are 
no viable alternative routes to exit 
or enter Hastings from the north.” 
Locals also complain that their res-
idential roads are now overrun 
with vehicles looking to avoid bus-
ier main roads, creating serious 
safety risks for those who live there.

The original work was being car-
ried out by the link road’s sponsor, 
Sea Change Sussex, but the County 
Council insisted on taking over the 
construction of the final element 
having secured a £2.5 million gov-
ernment grant.

Sea Change said they had to ask 
their contractors to “remove their 
equipment and materials from the 
site to allow the County Council a 
clear space to finalise the project”. 
The current work, and the delays, 
have been ongoing since early Sep-
tember.
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Abdul Salam Youssfan and his family
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WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND?

browser# From our website

RECYCLING SCHEME 
BOOKING ‘BONKERS’

Bonkers. This will encourage fly 
tipping. Also – I parked outside 
(perfectly legal – no lines there) and 
walked in with two sheets of card-
board to avoid a 20-minute queue. 
I was met by two aggressive em-
ployees who started filming me “no 
walk ins!!”. Suffice to say the card-
board wasn’t recycled….
Harry B 

By all means criticise Councils if 
they deserve it, but I can’t see what 
the problem is here. Having lived 
in various areas where a booking 
system has been introduced, they 
worked well and reduced 
time-wasting queueing. I expect 
they also deterred people using the 
centres who were not entitled to 
[use them]. The proposed system 
is good provided you can book 
without having to wait days for a 
slot. As for the comment “who 
plans a trip?” – well who doesn’t?
Paul Smith

How would £50,000 a year be saved 
by a booking system? What would 
the set-up and maintenance of such 
a system cost? 

If the idea is to stop commercial 
chancers dumping their business 
waste without paying their charge 
then there are other ways of doing 
this. Some councils require suita-
ble IDs from the client – a domestic 
address tied to proof of identity – 
but rarely enforced except when 
the refuse looks iffy. A ban on 
trucks, trailers and vans also may-
be. Not perfect but it does work 
quite well, and ordinary people 
don’t get hassled.
Neville Austin

‘Currently used successfully’ – pre-
sumably this means there is evi-
dence that more waste is being 
appropriately disposed of as a re-
sult of a booking process. Hope it 
does not simply mean that the sys-
tem has been introduced without 
reference to any other measure of 
its success.
Paul Franczak

# Letter

HOUSING FOR LOCALS

Dear HIP
I was saddened to read Peter Bol-
well’s letter in HIP 266. The answer 

to the housing issues in Hastings 
is not to pull up the drawbridge. 
Rather, we should welcome the 
inward investment represented by 
Londoners and others moving into 
the area.

Hastings has a wealth of Victo-
rian housing, much of which has 
been poorly converted and main-
tained. We have many small local 
businesses, most of which rely on 
local expenditure, particularly 
off-season. The money those ma-
ligned Londoners and others bring 
with them will drive much-needed 
renovations and provide turnover 
for our shops and restaurants.

A Hastings that is hostile to such 
inward investment is doomed to 
decline and decay.
Graham Seaton

browser# From our website

HOUSING TARGETS ROW

HBC’s Green-led government is on 
a hiding to nothing. They want to 
build new homes but cannot match 
the old target – let alone the new 
one set by (Labour) Central Govern-
ment. The confines and existing 
development of the Borough con-
strain any further development. 

In the area of West St Leonards, 
we have 7 possible brownfield 
sites, but their suitability is ques-
tionable, at best. One is owned by 
the MoD, who have made no at-
tempt to link its development to 
maximising housing development; 
three suffer the threat of landslips; 
one is ideal for housing develop-
ment but hosts out-of-sync retail 
units; one involves the protected 
South Saxons and floods; and that 
brings us to the last one, the only 
remaining sea-adjoining land in 
the Borough (with considerable 
construction challenges) that could 
host leisure/tourism-focused devel-
opment to improve the Borough’s 
poor tourist appeal.

I feel sure similar problems ex-
ist elsewhere in the Borough, so no 
artificial targets and financial 
threats are going to provide the 
necessary homes. What is needed 
is a UK-wide approach to build 
where it is feasible, and where the 
infrastructure can support the 
homes. I would also suggest that 
until developers are restricted 
from focusing upon luxury dwell-
ings (suited to being second homes 
or attractive AirB&Bs), and instead 
redirected to maximising the use 
of sites for much-needed 1-2 bed-
room dwellings, we will continue 

to waste opportunities!
Mr. Bryan Fisher

browser# From our website

REFORM POLITICIAN 
SIDELINED
Forgive me for not weeping for Lu-
cian, tolerance of the intolerant 
(Reform UK are definitely in the 
intolerant area of the spectrum, see 
90% of their policies) only leads to 
degradation of tolerance. Not to 
mention, someone with views like 
Lucian and the party he represents 
should not be employed by an ex-
tension of the government. 
George Prince 

When he “was employed by South-
eastern railway in 2021 as an agen-
cy worker” I had the displeasure 
of working with this man. He was 
horrible and sexist and reading 
this now and discovering he was 
taken on full time just makes me 
feel sorry for my ex-colleagues who 
had to put up with him for even 
longer. Good riddance. Surely a 
man of such high standing won’t 
struggle to find work elsewhere.
Rose Doyle

What a bizarre case. The Southern 
diversity and inclusion website 
states: “Our ambition is to create an 
inclusive culture where customers 
and colleagues feel able to be them-
selves and feel they belong to, and 
can add value to, their local commu-
nities.” Respecting different politi-
cal opinions, especially when ex-
pressed out of work hours, must 
surely be part of this. Standing in 
elections really fits this brief!! It 
would be interesting to see the 
warning letter Southern wrote if 
there was one. ACAS guidance is 
generally pretty clear in my expe-
rience.
Nigel Jacklin

# Letter

AZUR’S VALUE TO 
THE COMMUNITY

Dear HIP
We are co-directors and current 
teachers of St Leonards Studio CIC, 
which was originally created to 
provide an affordable and secure 
venue for complementary health 
and well-being care because of a 
lack of affordable and secure ven-
ues in the town.  Our aim is to bring 
like-minded teachers together and 
encourage the growth of these arts 
for community benefit.

For three years David Thor-
pe-Tracey accommodated St Leon-
ards Studio CIC at Azur. He support-
ed our vision of turning an unused 
part of the building into our own 
studio.

Sea Change knew of our work, 
our interest and how many mem-
bers of the community we were 
helping. Assurances that we would 
be put in touch with interested par-
ties to discuss community partici-
pation via our studio have not come 
to fruition.

In February 2024, after the clo-
sure, we applied for the building 
to become an Asset of Community 
Value. We have not yet heard from 
Planning about the outcome of this 
application.

Sea Change chose to seal the 

building in the full knowledge of 
the leaks that were a constant 
blight on all activities. We dread 
to think of the extra costs incurred.

We are grateful to the Royal Vic-
toria Hotel for offering us the Bur-
ton Suite as an alternative to Azur. 
We hope that the repair works that 
“remain under way” [As You Were 
at Azur in HIP 266] include the fix-
ing of the leaking roof. Otherwise, 
this building continues to be dis-
gracefully neglected.
Annie Cryar, Zowie Martin, 
Karen Simnett, Karen Hayler, 
Paula Conway, Lousie Carlyle, 
April Yasamee, Surrinder 
Chera, Catherine Burnett, 
Andrea Corso, James 
Loosemore, Gabrielle Lewry, 
Marjolyn Schreuder.

We would love to hear from you. 
 
Please be aware we may need to edit letters for reasons  
of space and we will only withhold names if this is necessary  
for the protection of the writer

	  	letters@hastingsindependentpress.co.uk
	  	 facebook.com/hastingsindependent
	  	 instagram.com/hastingsindependent

Switch to the brand new local Full Fibre 
Broadband network for Hastings. 
Packages from £22 per month.

www.LightningFibre.co.uk
01323 380260
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Hastings 
Assembles in 
St Leonards
ROD WEBB

The first town meeting of Hastings 
Assembles was held at the Stade in 
June this year, prompted by a gener-
alised dissatisfaction with the lack 
of political choice in elections (see 
HIP Issue 254 Taking Power Back 
through Community Conversation). 
It was set up as a self-organising 
body under a set of general princi-

ples, among them for “everyone tak-
ing part to listen and speak respect-
fully even if they strongly disagree”.

One of the key decisions of Hast-
ings Assembles was to have regular 
local assemblies. This came from 
the realisation that the people most 
needing a voice were often too busy 
dealing with the practical problems 
of life in what looks to be continued 
austerity: finding a place to live and 
balancing the weekly budget. So, to 
generate greater participation, as-

semblies need to focus on issues of 
direct concern that can be ad-
dressed in practical ways at a com-
munity level. 

Last week I attended the second 
Assembly for the local council wards 
of Central St Leonards, Gensing and 
Maze Hill. Seeing barely eight people 
assembled at the allotted time of 
5.30pm in St John’s Church Hall was 
a reminder that the local communi-
ty would need ‘galvanising’. But 
within ten minutes, there was a more 
encouraging group of 20 people sit-
ting in a circle and introducing 
themselves – not so bad for a miser-
able winter evening on a Sunday.

What was definitely encouraging 
was that there were a few new fac-
es, not just those who doggedly at-
tend so many of the volunteering/
activist events. And it was a varied 
group – inevitably with diverse 
views on how to proceed. 

Grace Lally, one of the original 

people behind the initiative, found 
herself having to take the role of fa-
cilitator. She’d hoped that many more 
of the 40 people attending the first 
meeting – who had enthusiastically 
come up with relevant topics – would 
attend. The idea was that partici-
pants would divide into like-minded 
discussion groups, not only coming 
up with plans, but also self-organis-
ing for practical implementation. 

Instead, there was a loose con-
versation about some of the topics. 
But out of this, some kind of consen-
sus seemed to emerge: one function 
of the assembly could be to serve as 
a hub which could harness existing 
volunteer groups to tackle specific 
local issues.

An example of this is the recent 
mass tidy-up of St Leonards Gar-
dens, involving Transition Town 
Hastings, Tidy Up St Leonards, the 
Hastings Borough Council and 
about 35 volunteers – a project that 

will continue in 2025. 
And within this ‘hub’, a genuine 

community could emerge, inclusive 
and supporting and willing to tack-
le local issues both big and small. 
Rather than placing political action 
as the driving force, this could 
emerge through discussion and 
practical community solutions over 
time – perhaps to be discussed at a 
town assembly.  

I, for one, went away from the 
assembly quite excited about pos-
sibilities, particularly now that 
there is agreement to meet on a 
monthly basis on the last Sunday of 
each month. Roll on 26 January! 

Since the meeting at the Stade, 
there have been local meetings in 
Ore and Braybrook Wards, and it is 
hoped that others will emerge in 
2025. See hastingsassembles.org 
for more information or follow on 
Facebook @hastings.assembles.

1066 Business 
Awards celebrate 
excellence in 2025
The highly anticipated 1066 
Business Awards are back for 
2025, promising to shine a 
spotlight on the exceptional 
businesses that make Hast-
ings and Rother thrive. This 
prestigious event celebrates 
innovation, resilience, and 
excellence across a wide 
range of industries, and it’s 
so easy to participate – entry 
is completely free, and sub-
missions are now open!

The 1066 Business Awards 
returned to the local business 
calendar in 2024, recognising 
organisations and individu-
als who go above and beyond 
in their contributions to the 
community. From startups 
and family-run enterprises 
to established industry lead-
ers, the awards offer a plat-
form to celebrate the breadth of 
talent and innovation in the region.

Hosted by social enterprise and 
business support organisation Let’s 
Do Business Group and headlined 
sponsored by marketing agency 
Fresh Online, the 2025 awards cat-
egories have been designed to re-
flect the diversity of the local busi-
ness landscape, including:
•	 Business of the Year – Spon-

sored by FreshOnline: A com-
pany that has demonstrated 
exceptional performance, inno-
vation, and impact within its 
industry and community.

•	 Best New Business: Celebrating 
entrepreneurial brilliance and 
innovation among startups less 
than two years old.

•	 Lone Ranger: Recognizing the 

resilience and determination of 
self-employed individuals, free-
lancers, and entrepreneurs who 
blaze their own trails.

•	 Growth Champion – Sponsored 
by Lloyds Bank: Paying tribute 
to businesses that have demon-
strated exceptional expansion 
and sustained success.

•	 Community Spirit – Sponsored 
by Lightning Fibre: Honoring 
individuals and organizations 
dedicated to making a positive 
impact on their communities.

•	 New Directions – Sponsored by 
Hastings Independent: Recog-
nising businesses that have suc-
cessfully navigated change 
through innovation and strate-
gic adaptation.

•	 People First – Sponsored by 

Kiley’s Karpets: Celebrating 
employers who prioritize the 
wellbeing and professional 
growth of their workforce.

•	 Future Leader: Highlighting 
emerging talents under 35 who 
demonstrate exceptional lead-
ership qualities.

•	 Extra Mile – Sponsored by 
Only Lifts: Honoring business-
es that deliver unparalleled 

service excellence and 
set the standard for 
customer satisfaction.

•	 Sustainability Champi-
on – Sponsored by AAK 
BD Foods: An accolade 
designed to recognise an 
organisation that has 
shown unparalleled 
leadership and commit-
ment to sustainability.

HOW TO ENTER
Submitting an entry is sim-
ple and free. Visit our offi-
cial website letsdobusi-
nessgroup.co.uk/1066-busi 
ness-awards to complete 
the application form. En-
tries close on 3 March 2025 
so don’t miss out on this 
chance to highlight your 
achievements.

SAVE THE DATE
The winners will be announced at 
a business lunch on 5 June 2025 at 
Bannatynes Hotel, Hastings where 
finalists will gather to celebrate 
the exceptional contributions of 
the 1066 business community and 
hear from Gold Medallist Rower 
Emily Butler. 

For more informa-
tion, including 
entry guidelines 
and sponsorship 
opportunities, 
please contact 

stacey.pretty@ldgbroup.co.uk  Join 
us as we celebrate the dynamic and 
inspiring businesses that shape our 
region. The 1066 Business Awards 
2025 – it’s your time to shine!

Saying Thank You 
with an Icy Dip
ROD WEBB

We all appreciate stories of surviv-
al against the odds, and Cathy Cob-
ley’s story is one of those. Ten years 
ago, she was diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer, one of the most ag-
gressive forms of the disease. But 
with the help of a conscientious GP 
and the support of friends, family 
and the Sara Lee Trust, she was able 
to make a full recovery.

After her life-saving surgery, she 
became a tissue donor for Pancre-
atic Cancer Research, went on to 
raise funds for the organisation, 
and eventually began to work part-
time for the Sara Lee Trust. But, as 
if that wasn’t enough, Cathy has 
decided to “face her fears” for a 
fund-raising dip in the sea on the 
tenth anniversary of her recovery.

The event is to be staged following 
arm-twisting from her cold-water 
swimming friends. She frequently 
meets the swimming group for cof-
fee, but only because she loves their 
company, not with any idea of join-
ing them. “It’s not my idea of fun,” 
she says. “I was coerced into doing 
it and am genuinely terrified!” 

Cathy always had ready-made 
excuses for not joining them in the 

sea – the sewage, her weakened im-
mune system – and would stay safe-
ly on the beach looking after their 
belongings and dogs. But last month, 
she was ambushed with a convinc-
ing story about the charity-raising 
potential of her taking part in a 
challenge rather than sticking to an 
organisational role. And that’s how 
she landed a date with the sea on 19 
January, between 10.30 and 11.00am 
at Groyne 41, opposite Azur in St 
Leonards, Hastings.

Cathy will need all the support 
she can get to help her ‘do the deed’. 
Moral support will be provided by 
her swimming buddies who will 
join her in the water, and others are 
welcome to take a dip with them or 
cheer from the shore. But, ultimate-
ly, it’s support for the Sara Lee Trust 
that will raise Cathy’s spirits.

As she says: “The Trust held my 
hand through the hardest times and 
continues to give me a sense of pur-
pose. Every donation from this chal-
lenge will go to The Sara Lee Trust, 
helping local people and their car-
egivers facing life-threatening 
illnesses.”

To support Cathy, go to Cathy’s 
Chilly Challenge at justgiving.org, 
join her on the beach on 19 January 
to cheer her on, or both.
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New Venues  
for Surviving 
Christmas
MEGAN SKINNER

Important news for all volunteers, 
donors, clients and others involved 
in the support that Surviving 
Christmas provides for the resi-
dents of Hastings and Rother at 
Christmas time.

Having had the benefit of using 
the Salvation Army Citadel in St An-
drews Square, Hastings for some 
years, we have been forced to re-es-
tablish our venues for the Hamper 
Project and the Two-Day Christmas 
Project due to the exorbitant increase 
in fees it is now asking, £4,000 for 
hire of the premises for eight days, 
together with restrictions regarding 
the use of the premises.

We have been fortunate to be wel-
comed into Battle Abbey, the English 
Heritage site at High Street, Battle, 
for the Hamper Packing Project from 
16-20 December at an extremely low 
cost to us as a charity. Other benefits 
include easier access for delivery 
vehicles, on-site parking for volun-
teers at no cost as well as savings on 
skip hire – so, all in all, a great move.

Our Two-Day Project for Christ-
mas Day and Boxing Day, together 
with our Santa Day for the children 
on Saturday 21 December, will be 
held at His Place, Robertson Street, 
Hastings – our grateful thanks goes 
to all those in the community who 
have offered help and support to 
Surviving Christmas.

Whilst our priority is to provide 
for those in need at Christmas with-
in the community, we also have to 
ensure that costs are kept as low as 
possible, and this move will be sav-
ing us over £4,000 this year. Our 
grateful thanks go to Battle Abbey 
and His Place for their support, gen-
erosity and understanding of char-
itable assistance. Please be aware 
that any financial donations will 
not be accepted at the Salvation 
Army Citadel. 

Find out more at survivingchrist-
mas.com, or by phoning 07759 
452430, or emailing hello.surviv-
ingchristmas@gmail.com. Cheques 
can be sent to HVA, Jackson Hall, 
Portland Place, Hastings TN34 1QN 
– thank you in advance for your 
support.

Thanks 
to Fred 
at the 
Shed
PATRICIA 
HARTSHORNE  
discovers  
The Repair Shop  
of Hastings  
& St Leonards
I knew nothing about the Hastings 
& St Leonards Men’s Shed until, ear-
lier this year, a friend suggested I 
call in with my oval Victorian cor-
ner chair. It had just about survived 
my four children, twice been super-
ficially repaired and reupholstered, 
moved house quite a few times and 
been in storage. Finally, eight years 
ago, it arrived in St Leonards – in 
several pieces and looking very sor-
ry for itself.

But when I turned up with it at the 

well-equipped workshop next to the 
Community Centre in Ore, eyes lit up. 
Here was a pretty little chair crying 
out for some love and expert attention 
– and it was Fred Lay who enthusias-
tically got to grips with the job. It took 
a lot of his time, experience and ex-
pertise but the results were amazing. 
What a transformation! 

So yes, we have a Repair Shop of 
our own, working wonders with all 
sorts in wood and metal, and pro-
viding tools, shared knowledge and 
social contact for those who partic-
ipate. Throughout the UK, the Men’s 
Shed Association provides an im-
portant community service and a 
workshop where its members can 

undertake and collaborate on res-
toration, or  create new or commis-
sioned items in a supportive envi-
ronment. Inclusivity is the word;  
everyone is welcome.

Hastings & St 
Leonards Men’s 
Shedis at 20 
Manhattan 
Gardens, Ore TN35 
5DQ. Have a look 

for yourself on Tuesday, Wednes-
day or Friday 10am - 4pm, or 
Monday morning 10am-1pm for 
Woodcarving. Email: info@
hastingsmenshed.org.uk Tel: 01424 
444246

Four Courts 
Connect Proms 
performance

On 27 November, seven young mu-
sicians from the Four Courts Con-
nect project performed at the Music 
for Youth Proms at The Royal Albert 
Hall representing Hastings and East 
Sussex.  

The young musicians attend 
weekly after-school Four Courts Con-
nect creative community project 
sessions, run by ExploreTheArch 
early career facilitators. They ex-
plore music together through fun, 
accessible approaches offering agen-
cy in an inclusive, democratic envi-
ronment. They learn to play differ-
ent instruments and sing as a group. 

The seven children who per-
formed at the Royal Albert Hall 
from the group represented six local 
schools: Ark Little Ridge Primary 
Academy, Ark Alexandra Academy, 
St Leonards CE Primary Academy, 
St Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Pri-
mary School, St Pauls CE Academy 
and St Richard’s Catholic College.

The children played the violin at 
the Royal Albert Hall with 1,000 
other young musicians from across 
the UK. The pieces they performed 
are part of the BBC 10 Pieces scheme 
which has recently been developed 
to include accessible resources for a 
wide variety of classical music (See 
bbc.co.uk/teach/tenpieces for more 
information). The participants per-
formed the orchestral piece, Earth, 
by Hans Zimmer, The Colour of All 
Things Constant by Cassie Kinoshi 

and O Euchari, a plainsong by Hilde-
gard of Bingen, arranged by Gabri-
elle Chudi.

The group travelled up to London 
by train and rehearsed on the day 
with a bonus afternoon break ex-
ploring the Natural History Museum 
before performing in the evening 
concert. Making It Happen funding 
supported the initiative through 
Hastings Voluntary Action  led by 
community development worker, Su 
Barnicoat, with additional funding 
from Postcode Lottery Society.

Four Courts estate residents re-
hearsed the music to sing with the 
children at a joyous community 
concert following the trip - linking 
everyone in an event celebrating 
the connecting power of communi-
ty singing.

The early career facilitators aged 
16-27 years old are ExploreTheArch’s 
diverse Gen Z equality change-mak-
ers who have grown up in Hastings 
and St Leonards and who are forging 
careers in community arts and the 
creative and heritage sector to im-
prove diversity in leadership. 

Young musicians aged 6-14 years in 
the town with any connection to the 
Four Courts high rise community in 
Wishing Tree Ward, Hollington, or 
keen to connect with this communi-
ty, can apply to join the free weekly 
sessions from January. All levels 
welcome including beginners. 
Email: explorers@explorethearch.
com Read more about the Four 
Courts community arts project at 
fourcourtsconnect.com
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FAIRFAIR  
FARESFARES
FORFOR     ALL!ALL!

Get on board with reduced fares on 
all East Sussex buses. 
Visit our website for more information about
eligibility and operators:
eastsussex.gov.uk/Bus-Fares

Community: 
Alive and Well  
in St Leonards
FIONA MCGARRY

On 7 December, members of the 
Progress Network packed out Con-
cordia Hall for their fourth Big Cel-
ebration, this year entitled The Big 
Takeover. This is a hugely popular 
annual gathering – multi-cultural 
and full of children, mums, dads 
and proud grandparents – not to 
mention leading lights from the lo-
cal community.

The Progress Network is a com-
munity-based initiative for the 
whole community, particularly 
those of African and Caribbean her-
itage for whom it was originally set 
up. It provides family classes and 
other bespoke and creative projects 
to empower families in Hastings & 
St Leonards. Their annual Big Cele-

bration aims to give them recogni-
tion – and especially the children.

Their website points out that “St 
Leonards is in one of the most de-
prived council wards in East Sussex 
with inequalities caused by various 
socio-economic factors, lifestyle, 
and poor access to services.” The Big 
Celebration reaffirms the Network’s 
core belief: that all individuals re-
gardless of age, ethnicity or humble 
beginnings should have the oppor-
tunity to become “the best version 
of themselves”. It is also an oppor-
tunity to connect with neighbours 
and community members and to 
celebrate and reflect on the achieve-
ments of the past year.

The evening started with some 
joyous celebratory samba rhythms 
from the Dende Nation drumming 
group. It continued with a kick-box-
ing demonstration and some moti-

vational speeches, while snacks 
were handed out to the other excit-
ed children. Two young girls de-
lighted the crowd with a duet en-
compassing shy hesitation, audience 
encouragement and final triumph. 

Entertainment was interrupted 
for the great community ingredient 
of shared food (delicious hot food 
courtesy of Mama Putts). This was 
followed by the presentation of 
awards to the young people in rec-
ognition of their contributions to 
the community and a video compi-
lation showing the activities of var-
ious groups over the past year. Their 
achievements were impressive, and 
they clearly had enormous fun; 
younger audience members laughed 

and cheered when they saw them-
selves and their friends giving short 
on-screen presentations. 

I spoke to Claire Oram and Kirsty 
Gipsom, who told me that the net-
work was formed several years ago 
after several parents got together and 
started the Sparks Football Club for 
children aged five to 15. After that, 
they came up with more ideas for 
activities: art, drama and skin care 
workshops; drumming groups; men-
tal health and well-being activities, 
as well as camps and day trips – this 
year’s outing was to Bewl Water.

A lot of the Network’s activities 
take place in open spaces such as 
Warrior Square Gardens. As well 
as sport and games, they bring art 

and creative workshops to these 
spaces, courtesy of their Great Work 
Creativity Club, and this year they 
have completed the renovation of a 
neglected open space behind the 
shops in Kings Road. Adults and 
children have worked together to 
clear the area and fill it with paint-
ing, bunting, plants and seating 
areas. It’s now a great venue for art 
activities, storytelling, movie and 
pizza nights.

Another focus area this year, 
Kirsty tells me, is helping the young 
people gain skills in entrepreneur-
ship (hence The Big Takeover). At the 
Big Celebration, some of the kids 
were organising the sale of handi-
crafts they made themselves – taking 
the money and recording their sales.

Aaron Hosannah has now 
stepped down as Chair, but the pos-
itive energy continues as he is re-
placed by Jerome ‘Jerry’ Odibi, the 
owner of Mama Putts: see Issue 189 
Mama Putts the Man Behind the 
Menu, for an interview with Jerry, 
where he first mentions his involve-
ment with Progress Network.

Find out more about The Progres-
sive Network, the people behind it 
and what they do, by visiting 
progressnet.org or their Facebook 
page @progressnetworkcic.
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I Take 
you into 
My Eyes
ExploreTheArch’s festival show is 
a tale of a growing intense friend-
ship between unexpected poets.
Hadeel lives in Tuffah, Gaza. Yas-
min lives in St Leonards-on-Sea.

The women in their mid-20s con-
nected online. It was the week be-
fore Eid. Hadeel had 40 displaced 
children in her care with no imme-
diate safety and mostly orphaned. 
Yasmin instantly actioned a Go Fund 
Me campaign to help support com-
munity initiatives that Hadeel runs 
with her family in her neighbour-
hood, and which include a commu-
nity kitchen feeding hundreds of 
families impacted by conflict.

The production explores Hadeel 
and Yasmin’s growing friendship 
of poetic text messages and video 
chats including family members 
delighting in hairstyles and singing 
together – the raw exuberance of 

friendship. “I Take You Into My 
Eyes” is one message that shares the 
intensity of the joyful exchanges 
and the poetry that automatic trans-
lation and communication across 

linguistic boundaries throws up.
The promenade experiential 

performance charts the journey of 
the initial polite and heartfelt con-
nection – “Thank you on behalf of 

these children, sister, they were 
very happy and accept your hand,” 
– through to Hadeel and Yasmin’s 
growing friendship. “Hadeel’s mis-
sion was quickly woven deep into 
the fibres of the clothes on my 
back, the lines of purchase bar-
codes in my shopping basket and 
the dreams that sprang forth,” 
Yasmin reflects.

The audience experiences Ha-
deel’s neighbourhood in this prom-
enade production. Through the 
flowers of Palestine, Yasmin imagi-
nes individuals in Hadeel’s tower 
block as different floral species. 
Viewers wander through a set of 
brightly coloured, giant unfurling 
f lowers depicting individuals 
through their vibrant urge to con-
nect and share kindness and posi-
tivity in what might be their last day.

The climax of the production is 
Hadeel’s house:

“The house of Hadeel is one that 
stands tall.

It is a house of resilience and 
compassion.

A house where ‘home’ is not ex-
clusive to a single family.”

The audience becomes part of 
the extended family in this unique 
theatre experience pushing beyond 
the television images of bombed 
neighbourhoods in North Gaza.

Proceeds from the production will 
help sustain Hadeel’s community 
initiatives in North Gaza. Tickets 
£15 + booking fee. Under 19s free, 
must book with an adult ticket. The 
production is suitable for all ages. 
Advanced booking essential in this 
intimate theatre space. exploret-
hearch.co.uk/intomyeyes ExploreT-
heArch is the UK leader in Theatre 
of Domestic Life. Directions to the 
collective’s ‘theatre house’: explo-
rethearch.co.uk/find

Age-Friendly 
Celebrations  
in Hastings
Hastings Voluntary Action (HVA) 
have been organising Age-Friendly 
events and festivals to support and 
enable older people to lead healthy 
and active lives.

Back in 2020, Hastings Borough 
Council passed a motion for Hastings 
to join the Global Network of 
Age-friendly Cities and Communities, 
a concept developed by the World 

Health Organisation (WHO). The idea 
is that, in an age-friendly communi-
ty, services, local groups, businesses 
and residents all work together to 
improve the physical and social en-
vironment for older people.

This October, HVA hosted a fan-
tastically colourful and successful 
Diwali celebration together with St 
Michael’s Hospice and co-produced 

by the local community. It was a full 
house, with guests from a whole 
host of backgrounds sharing friend-
ship, laughter, food, traditions and 
culture. There was a talk about puja 
(a worship ritual), and a blessing 
before the guests sat down to eat.

Food is a powerful tool to bring 
people together, and HVA are now 
planning their events for 2025. First 
up is the Chinese New Year celebra-
tion, in collaboration with Hastings 
Chinese Association, on Tuesday 
11 February 2025 which celebrates 
the start of the Year of the Snake! 

If you’d like to be involved, or to 
hear about other upcoming Age 
Friendly events and activities, 
please email Jane Caley at jane@
hastingsvoluntaryaction.org.uk or 
call 01424 444010.

christmas opening
hours

 
 

SATURDAY 21ST               9am - 7pm
Sunday 22nd            10am - 4pm

monday 23rd               9am - 7pm
Christmas eve         9am - 5.30pm
christmas day                   closed

boxing day            10am - 4pm

New Year’s eve        9am - 5.30pm
new year’s day           10am - 4pm 

 PRIORY MEADOW 

PRIORYMEADOW.com

Individual store times may vary

Shop at M&S, Primark, Schuh, H&M, Boots,
Waterstones and many more big name brands!  

Hadeel Ameer Al Dadda Moham-
med illustrated by Yasmin Aishah

Yasmin Aishah at the British Library

G
A

IL B
O

R
R

O
W

JA
N

E C
A

LEY

The HVA Diwali Celebration



20 December 2024Issue 267

12

news@hastingsindependentpress.co.uk

2024 In Review

244 2 FEBRUARY 2024 THE FREE & INDEPENDENT VOICE FOR HASTINGS

INSIDE: The HIP List
Your Pull Out Guide to
What’s Happening in
and Around Hastings

A LOW LATENCY 
FULL FIBRE 

NETWORK FOR 
HASTINGS & ST 

LEONARDS!

01323 380 260 | ask@LightningFibre.co.uk | www.LightningFibre.co.uk

HUGH SULLIVAN

A preliminary re-design of Hastings 
Town Centre was unveiled at a 
Town Deal Board meeting last week, 
then presented in the central hub 
of Priory Meadow shopping centre 
on Saturday at the start of a six-
week public consultation process.

The project, styled Hastings Pub-
lic Realm and Green Connections, 
was approved in principle two years 
ago as part of the overall £24.3 Town 
Deal package awarded to Hastings 
by DLUHC (the Department of Lev-
elling Up, Housing and Communi-
ties). It was then given a large expan-
sion of funding when other projects 
were withdrawn, so that it now has 

a budget of over £10.2m. It is to be 
delivered by East Sussex County 
Council (ESCC) in conjunction with 
architectural design firm Arup.

The design involves substantial 
greening of Havelock Road, Wel-
lington Place and the central area 
referred to as ‘Albert Circus’ with 
sustainable plantings of trees and 
shrubs, and an emphasis on prior-
itising ‘active travel’ i.e. bus lanes, 
cycle routes and pedestrian areas. 

Chair of the Town Deal Board, 
Graham Peters, described the de-
sign at the Board meeting as “ab-
solutely transformational and 
hugely exciting”. Other attendees 
were less fulsome in their respons-
es. Sean Dennis, director of the 
Hastings Chamber of Commerce, 
complained that the design 

Years of  
Independent  
Journalism10
See our special section insideSee page 7

MIXED 
RECEPTION 
FOR TOWN 
CENTRE  
RE-DESIGN
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Pedalling  
a Good Cause

ISSUE 244:
Keeping HIP on the Road: Birthday Special, discussion of what the paper does, recent redesign Voices from 
founding and contributing members

ISSUE 247:
Community Solidarity after right-wing threat to Hastings Mosque

Issue 248:
Neighbourhood Rock… One of Hastings’ biggest musical names returns home

Issue 255:
Celebrating Refugees: National Refugee Week: Culbaba Theatre performance, 
Ukrainian amateur choir from Bexhill

ISSUE 244:
Introducing the new look HIP

ISSUE 246:
International Women’s Day Festival Promises to be a roaring success

ISSUE 251:
Jack-in-the-Green… Damp but Delightful
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ISSUE 255:
Alright on the Night: Organising hustings for an unexpectedly early election was a massive challenge.

Issue 255:
Striking Teachers Demand Better Funding

Issue 256: 
The Country Park is 50!: Hastings Country Park Nature Reserve turns 50

Issue 257:
Pride Reprieved: Pride event scheduled for 25 August should go ahead, momentarily 
cancelled before new sponsors 247 Taxis stepped in at the eleventh hour

Issue 262:
The Centre of the Community: Clifton Community Centre held a celebration marking the 
end of a year-long project to make the building more sustainable and accessible
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Deus Ex Machina
ROBIN HOLTOM argues that 
through AI we have created 
machines that feed on people, 
making us in real danger of 
obsolescence
I was in London’s Marlborough Gal-
lery looking at photographic repro-
ductions of some of Francis Bacon’s 
paintings - large, elegantly framed 
and very expensive. But I could not 
see why he agreed to this as his paint-
ings were so unique and distinctive.

I then noticed that the person 
signing books in a corner was actu-
ally the artist himself. Did I have 
the courage to ask him: “Why are 
you selling these elaborate photo-
copies of your paintings. You don’t 
need the money!” But I didn’t, and 
just smiled politely as I left.

Bacon’s paintings owe their pow-
er to the risks he took moving his 
hand and mind in the physical sub-
stance of the paint and canvas. He 
spoke of his work connecting direct-
ly to the nervous system. The pho-
tocopies distance us, alienate us 
from the man himself.  This is just 
one of the ways in which we are all 
meekly letting ourselves be misled 
by technology. 

Long before Artificial Intelli-
gence was thought of, Samuel Butler 
anticipated the possibility of ma-
chines replacing people: “Are we not 
ourselves creating our successors 
in the supremacy of the earth?” he 
asked, and in 1872 wrote in his sa-
tirical novel Erewhon: “The steam 
engine must be fed with food, and 
consume it by fire, even as man 
consumes food. It supports combus-

tion by air as man supports it; it has 
a pulse and circulation as man has; 
it may be granted that man’s body 
is as yet the more versatile of the 
two, but then man’s body is an old-
er thing; give the steam engine but 
half the time that man has had, give 
it also a continuance of our present 
infatuation and what may it not ere 
long attain to?”

Previously all work had been 
done by men or horses who fed them-
selves. Providing fuel for machines 
developed new industries. Many 
people’s lives are spent feeding the 
machine. Transformed into a no-
madic, itinerant organism, the new 
technology grazes on poorly paid 
labour abroad to harvest our data.

The villain of the piece may seem 
Big Tech, but we are all playing our 
part by feeding these machines so 
conscientiously. We nourish their 
power and influence, and they give 
birth to new generations of them-
selves. Alarmingly, they have no 
fear of obsolescence. Here they have 
a great advantage over human be-
ings. A machine will cease being 
useful, but its demise becomes the 
impetus to generate a newer, clev-
erer one. We humans, on the other 
hand, are losing the race to develop 
and are, by contrast, in real danger 
of obsolescence. Our failure to be 
conscious of this only adds to our 
becoming more endangered.

Over a century after Samuel But-
ler, Rebecca Solnit shows us how far 
our infatuation with the steam en-
gine has accelerated: “If you object 
that we are not in a zombie movie 
because there are no brain eating 
cannibals, let me reassure you, 
there are. The corporations are de-
vouring our attention and chewing 
our lives down to the bone to get our 
data. They have shown their ruth-
lessness in what they offer as long 
as they capture and extract our at-

tention, information and other as-
sets from us.”

The men and horses who fed 
themselves have now given place 
to elaborate machines which con-
sume enormous quantities of elec-
tricity but also require our contin-
ual attention on various screens to 
draw out information about our 
tastes and needs and, of course, our 
political opinions.

We presume that they are benign 
because it is easier than facing the 

possibility of their malevolence and 
the way they really do make our hu-
manity obsolete. We are led to sup-
pose that the convenience and speed 
with which these machines work is 
something we really ought to try to 
understand and adapt to better.

Recently a government minister 
announced that, “We must be hum-
ble in relation to Big Tech.” To me 
this feels like the equivalent for our 
generation, of the appeasement of 
fascism in the 1930s.

Andy Pandy 
Pandering
Annie Lawson 

I always thought there was some-
thing sad about the Andy Pandy chil-
dren’s TV marionette who lived in a 
picnic basket. Perhaps there is the 
same tristesse about Andrew Tate. 

Andrew lives under house arrest 
in a mansion with staff in Bucharest 
with his brother Tristan, where “hot 
bitches” are ever on hand, “like ash-
trays”, he says. He keeps getting 
hauled in by the police for crimes 
– including human trafficking and 
violence – for which he says there 
is no proof. Andrew says it’s because 
he’s escaped The Matrix and is no 
longer of a slave mind that The Ma-

trix persecutes him. He makes vid-
eos about it that he puts on X.  

One Tate video followed the Ka-
mala versus Donald debate during 
the US election that the brothers had 
stayed up to watch. When Andrew 
got to bed, he couldn’t sleep because 
Taylor Swift had just endorsed Ka-
mala on X. As always, bare-chested, 
munching ‘Hello Kitty’ cereal 
straight from a pink box and suck-
ing on a gi-normous cigar, he said, 
“I was in bed, mid-pump, and when 
I heard that I knew I had to do some-
thing.” He thought Trump could 
have been more savage in the debate 
and could have said to Harris 
“Shaddap bimbo get back to your 
blowjobs” (sorry about this, yes it’s 
horrible but I’m taking the bull by 

the horns), and he’d enjoyed 
imitating Kamala’s facial 
expressions which were 
just as if she were about 
to tell Donald off for 
jumping a queue in a 
mall, but now it was 
all pointless because 
Swift’s response 
would swing the 
election.  

Andrew was 
incensed. “I 
HATE Taylor 
Swift!” he fumed. 
“I would NEVER al-
low a woman or child of 
mine to attend a Taylor 
Swift concert!” “Why 
not Daddy?” “Because 
Taylor Swift said ‘Fuck 
the Patriarchy’, and ‘I 
am the Patriarchy!’”, 
and then, “Taylor Swift 
is controlled by The Ma-
trix. They’ve TOLD 
her to endorse Ka-
mala!” Now he vents 

a stream of consciousness 
fantasy which starts by 

asking in what peculiar 
circumstance would 

he ever find himself 
at a Taylor Swift 
concert? Only if 
his private jet 

crashed into the ven-
ue! Not realising 
where he is, he fights 

his way out of the 
flaming wreckage, 

and there she is! 
And when he 
sees her per-
forming her an-
tics, he realises 
she’s sending 

him a message, 
because he’s told 
her that he knows 
she’s a hostage of 
The Matrix. 

I’m against Tate. 
I’ve had enough ex-
periences of separa-
tist feminists in the 

1980s to realise that philosophies of 
gender superiority can lead to fan-
tasies (or realities) of the ‘inferior’ 
sex being held captive for breeding.  

Men and women need to deal 
with one another on an intellectual 
level, however difficult that might 
seem. But I expect people who dis-
agree to be worthy opponents. If 
there’s a serious point to make, is 
self-parody the way to go? Andrew 
Tate is either an idiot or he has 
missed his calling in comedy. 
There’s a word at the right of the 
screen, on the set behind him. The 
word is TAT. It’s the TATE logo with 
the E lopped off by the framing of 
the camera. How on earth did he 
allow that? And why is he inviting 
cancer tomorrow with those Sav-
ile-trumping cigars while eating 
small girls’ cereal?  

Could it be that he’s being con-
trolled by some Master of Mayhem 
who wants to provoke a swing to 
the right, and performing these an-
tics is the only way he can tell us? 
Poor puppet Andy. 
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Back to a  
Botanic Future
GILL GOLDENBERG, whose love 
of gardens stems from her dad’s 
productive oasis, explores plans 
to take horticulture forward to 
the past
Hastings Botanic Garden is a vision-
ary project with links to Marianne 
North – possibly the most important 
and famous resident of Hastings you 
might never have heard of. Follow-
ing my father’s gardening - growing 
vegetables to sustain us, and culti-
vating a passion for azaleas - in-
spired me to find out more. 

I met with Lee Piper, one of five 
directors helping founder, Alexan-
der Wilberforce, to make this vi-
sionary community project a real-
ity for Hastings. “Three years ago I 
joined this fantastic community 
project, having previously known 
nothing about Marianne North.” 
But is this visionary project realis-
tic? Will it happen? 

2030 will mark the 200-year an-
niversary of Marianne North’s 

birth, and also the target for 
the finished Botanical Garden 
in Hastings. Like everything else 
this company has done, this is only 
achievable because of the extensive 
planning, the economic impact as-
sessment, the involvement of key 
partners, and an understanding of 
what the Botanic Gardens could do 
for Hastings and the people who live 
here. “Hastings has had more than 
its share of white elephants, but this 
is not one of them.”

The project is a Company Limit-
ed by Guarantee rather than a char-
ity, run on a not-for-profit basis. 
Everyone on the board is a volun-
teer, including Lucy Abbot, Gilda 
Silva, Laetitia Yapp and Sophie An-
sar.

There is a clear path of progres-

sion laid out to reach the final goal. 
Firstly, it is raising funds. The ini-
tial target is to raise £2,500 which 
will be matched by East Sussex 
County Council, which will raise 
about half the cost of the initial 
concept design. The finished centre 
will be “a major asset for Hastings”, 
according to a director of Kew Gar-

dens. Hastings relies on seasonal 
tourism, but this initiative would 
be a year-round quality attraction, 
a resource and educational oppor-
tunity for the local community. 

Alexander Wilberforce said “The 
genesis of this project came when 
I and a friend were lamenting the 
absence of a warm communal space 
in Hastings to take our children in 
the winter. It was only subsequent-
ly that I discovered from the news-
paper archives that there had been 
a movement to create a Winter Gar-

den here, starting in the 1870s and 
culminating in the 1904 newspaper 
supplement with the design oppo-
site Warrior Square, with the south 
end of White Rock sold to Hastings 
Borough Council on the condition 
that it was used for recreation or as 
a Winter Garden.”

Why is Marianne North so im-
portant? She came from a wealthy 
and ‘respectable’ Hastings family, 
but she defied all the conventions 
of the early Victorian era. She was 

passionate about plants and wild-
life and was an accomplished 
artist. After her father died, 
she travelled solo to 15 coun-
tries, capturing in oil paint-
ings – which in itself was 
contrary to conventions about 
representing botanical spec-
imens - all manner of plants 
and wildlife. She warned of 

habitat loss and the need for 
biodiversity, long before it be-

came the critical issue it is today. 
So important were her botanical 
studies in establishing specific spe-
cies around the world, that five 
plant species have been named af-
ter her with the Northia genus. You 
can visit the gallery in Kew Gar-
dens–devoted solely to exhibiting 
over 800 of her paintings.

The company funds events like 
The Garden Festival held at White 
Rock last summer, by applying for 
grants and seeking the support of 
Hastings Borough Council. They are 
already planning for events in 2025. 
Community events like a talk by 
insect specialist Professor Dave 
Goulson at East Sussex College on 
25 October 2024 have been organ-
ised to coincide with Marianne 

North’s birthday on 24 October 
1830. Summer events like The Gar-
den Festival are more about engag-
ing with Green Space groups, ena-
bling them to showcase their 
endeavours to engage communities 
and inspire people to get involved 
in green initiatives.

The renowned architects, Mizzo 
Studio, who specialise in using sus-
tainable building practices, are on 
board with the project, having met 
with senior council officials in Feb-
ruary 2022 to discuss the project. 
Fittingly, they have completed two 
projects in Kew Gardens itself. The 
financial viability of the project, 
driven by Alexander Wilberforce’s 
passion to see the project become 
a reality, has been established 

through realistic advice from other 
botanical gardens in the UK. Given 
the link through The Marianne 
North Gallery in Kew Gardens, and 
Kew having a Sussex connection at 
Wakehurst Place, it would seem 
fitting that the link between Hast-
ings and these places could grow 
stronger as the scheme develops. 

In addition to the annual events 
organised, the vision for the project 
is kept alive through education. 
Sophie Ansar’s daughter Star, a 
writer, researcher and composer, 
goes into schools to talk about Mar-
ianne North. The importance of 
engaging with young people is rec-
ognised and acted on with the same 
passionate enthusiasm evident 
throughout the company.

White Rock is the preferred lo-
cation for a number of reasons. As 
mentioned above, the creation of a 
‘Winter Gardens’ for Hastings was 
discussed several years before Mar-
ianne North’s death. More signifi-
cantly, the southern edge of White 
Rock was sold to Hastings Borough 
Corporation in 1903 on the condi-
tion that “It shall be used solely as 
a site for a Municipal Buildings 
Winter Gardens and recreation 
grounds.” Well, the bowling green 
is there, the Falaise Gym is there, 
but not The Winter Gardens. Not yet. 
Watch this space. 

For more, visit hastingsbotan-
icgarden.org, or MarianneNorth-
Centre on Facebook or hastings.
botanic.garden on Instagram. 

Meet the girl who climbed a mountain on her hands and knees. 
The girl who sailed the seven seas. 

The girl with a big imagination and an even bigger dream. 
Her name was Marianne North. 
But everyone called her Pop.

Pop aged 7

to
 London

Cinque Port

Rhododendron walk

All Saints 
Church

Chalybeate
spring

Pop was born in Victorian times, when Queen 

Vic was on the throne. She lived in a house on 

a hill in Hastings, looking out to sea.

 Her family were aristocrats and had lots 

of money. They owned the land for 
miles around and planted lots 

of trees!

Did you know?!?

Hastings

Pop didn’t go to school - she had 

glassrooms instead of classrooms! 

Pop’s papa built her three magnificent 

greenhouses in their garden. They were 

filled with all kinds of plants, 
some rare and exotic like 

orchids and palms. Pop spent 
all day drawing and caring 

for her flowery friends! 
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Piper Hosts pip
BEN THOMPSON

Every now and again, you see some-
thing that’s different and special. 
At pip’s first gig - appropriately 
enough, at the Piper (supporting El 
Khat back in October) - Otti Albeitz’ 
fluid drums embraced the other 
three musicians on the stage like a 
loving octopus. Stuart Griffiths’ 
early career alto sax somehow man-
aged to combine vulnerability with 
lethal menace, and the spectacle of 
jazz double bassist Andy Beresford 
dealing with the electric interven-
tions of Khalil Patwa was a treat for 
the eyes as well as the ears.

In the run up to their eagerly 
awaited second show (in the White 
Rock Hotel Basement on 9 January) 
which will mark monthly jazz night 
Berth of the Cool’s transition from 
a vinyl-only dj event to a platform 
for some of the area’s more experi-
mentally minded musicians, I asked 

each member of the group to ex-
plain their function in pip and how 
what they do there relates to music 
they have made previously.

“I’ve played double bass in most-
ly jazz/groove settings before,” notes 
Beresford, “So it’s quite a thing for 
me to create something coherent 
and then have the groove carpet 
pulled from under my feet by sud-
den anarchic interjections from my 
bandmates, but hopefully what 
comes out is a sound that’s fresh.” 
Patwa’s more poetic vision of what 
he brings to the table - “I use my 
bass guitar and effects box to add 
texture and rhythm, like a wind 
that’s now fragranced because of 
the flowers it’s blown” - gives you 
some idea of the contrasts in per-
sonality and musical provenance 
that make this group such an in-
triguing prospect.

“At the core is nothing but flow,” 
explains moonlighting BEAU front-
man and solo artist Albietz. It’s 
clear that pip’s short name has 
some long stories behind it, not 
least in the raw melodic drift of 
paratrooper-turned-war-photogra-
pher Stuart Griffiths’ alto sax. His 
deconstructed military melodies 
are a way of channeling traumat-
ic experiences in combat zones 
from Northern Ireland to the DR 
Congo. “I came back to the saxo-
phone after many years in the wil-
derness and undergoing therapy 
for PTSD,” Griffiths explains; “and 
when I’m playing it all my prob-
lems seem to lift away.” He’d hoped 
to join the regimental band after 
the Thatcher government’s cuts put 
paid to his school music lessons. 
Things didn’t work out that way, 
but now he’s making up for lost 
time on an instrument bought for 
him by the Royal British Legion. If 
that’s not the circle of life, I don’t 
know what is.

A Magical 
Pantomime 
Adventure
SARAH MILNE

Some of my most treasured child-
hood memories are of Christmas in 
Hastings with my grandparents, 
going to see the pantomime at White 
Rock Theatre. I loved the thrill of 
dressing up and feeling so grand at 
the theatre, which was festive with 
tinsel, lights, and Christmas trees. 
The excited anticipation for the start 
of the show, clutching boxes of 
Smarties. Cheering as the curtain 
rose on dancers twirling around 
brightly coloured sets as Buttons, 
Dick Whittington, Friar Tuck, or 
Snow White led them in the opening 
song. I loved the fun of joining in - 
cheering, booing the baddies, audi-

ence participation, scrambling 
around to find sweets or streamers 
and hoping to get a sprinkling from 
the foam custard pies.

I haven’t been to a pantomime in 
many years and felt a real sense of 
nostalgia as I settled into my seat to 
watch the opening night of this 
year’s White Rock Pantomime The 
Magical Pantomime Adventures of 
Peter Pan, Polka Pantomime’s inau-
gural Hastings production.

The story begins in London 
where the Darling children, led by 
Emily Steel (AKA Gladiator Dyna-
mite) as Wendy, lament not having 
seen Peter for some time and wish 
for a new adventure in Neverland. 
Their hopes are soon to be realised 
when Peter flies in to seek their help 
rescuing the lost children from the 

clutches of evil Captain Hook. The 
audience is also invited to help Pe-
ter, the children and Tinks (played 
by Coronation Street’s Alexandra 
Mardell) to find the Lost Children 
and restore peace and joy to Never-
land. The journey is shared by a 
motley crew of pirates and adven-
turers along with a mermaid. 

This is traditional family panto-
mime, complete with slapstick, au-
dience involvement and many, many 
laughs. From the first performance 
alone, it seems clear that no two 
shows will be the same. For me, the 
biggest laughs came from White 
Rock stalwarts Ben Watson and Tim 
McArthur as Smee and Hook. They 
have been playing panto together on 
this stage for many years; their in-
teraction and clowning had me in 
stitches, especially their profession-
alism when going off-piste with mis-
haps and ad lib. This is a show for 
all children, young and old. I don’t 
want to give the game away and spoil 
the many surprises. Go and see for 
yourself and have some fun.

The Magical Pantomime Adven-
tures of Peter Pan is showing at 
White Rock Theatre until 31 
December

Stand 
up for 
White 
Rock
Hastings Comedy Festival presents 
the second night of their winter 
stand-up comedy programme at the 
White Rock Studio, on 11 January. 
There will be live comedy from Suzi 

Ruffell and Dinesh Nathan, hosted 
by Maureen Younger.

With five sell-out runs at the 
Edinburgh Fringe and a National 
Comedy Awards nomination for 
Best Stand-Up Show, suited and 
booted Suzi Ruffell is a force to be 
reckoned with. She has made mul-
tiple radio and TV appearances, 
and a clip from her show Keeping 
It Classy for the BBC gained over 44 
million views online. Fans will also 
know Suzi for her podcasting. She’s 
the co-host of Like Minded Friends 
with Tom Allen, and hosts her own 
OUT With Suzi Ruffell. She also co-
hosts the smash-hit Big Kick energy 
podcast with fellow comedian and 
footie fan Maisie Adam.

Dinesh Nathan won South Coast 
Comedian Of The Year and was a 

finalist at the Komedia New Act com-
petition and the coveted Leicester 
Mercury Comedian Of The Year com-
petition. In 2022 he appeared on BBC 
Three’s New Comedian of the Year 
awards and Comedy Central Live.

MC for the night is Maureen 
Younger. In 2023 Maureen came 
third in the British Comedian of the 
Year awards. In 2024 she was one 
of the acts performing at the Best of 
British Showcase at the Adelaide 
Comedy Festival. Maureen per-
forms UK-wide, and is known for 
her quick wit and sharp audience 
interaction. She has also gigged in 
German and French.

Tickets, £17, hastingscomedyfesti-
val.com. Doors 7:15pm, show starts 
8pm Age: 16+.

Left to Right: Khalil Patwa, Stuart Griffiths (on sax), Otti Albietz, 
Andy Beresford
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St Leonards 
Steam Ahead
VICTORIA KINGHAM

Though this may sound like the gra-
tuitous praise of a faithful follower, 
in fact there are excellent reasons 
for Max Baillie’s centrality in our 
local music scene. First, you only 
have to listen to any of his casually 
superb renderings of Bach sonatas 
to realise that he is one of a select few 
who can transmit to their audience 
the eternity of Bach, in the same way 
that great actors convey the eternity 
of Shakespeare. It comes from more 
than just accurate rendition, difficult 
enough. It comes through years of 
study and a scholarly understanding 
of the age of the composition and the 
agelessness of the art.

Second, like a number of gifted 

musicians living here, Baillie is 
committed to the idea of helping to 
make our locality well known as a 
premier musical hub. “I believe in 
this,” he says, addressing a crowd-
ed room. “It feels very special.” He 
has recently returned from a 40-
day European tour with the com-
poser Max Richter. This atmos-
phere of creative commitment in 
our local area to all of the arts, 
particularly music, helps to make 
the town an endlessly interesting 
place to live.

At the St Leonards Concerts social 
event at Crown House, there was a 
fine interval of music from Max and 
his Fritz Brothers associate Frank 
Moon, whose moon-pale, rather ret-
icent appearance belies his multi-in-
strumental virtuosity. He gave an 
impeccable performance, on the 

oud, of a traditional Andalusian tune 
called Lamma Bada Yatathanna 
(When My Love Begins to Sway), then 
later equally impeccably transferred 
to a Django Rheinhardt style guitar 
together with Baillie on violin, Sweet 
Georgia Brown. 

The event was a fundraiser that 
also gave Baillie the opportunity to 
thank those who have worked for 
St Leonards Concerts, and to an-
nounce some of the events he has 
planned for next year. Confirmed 
performers will include the glorious 
singer Alice Zawadzki, celebrated 
Ukrainian viola player Max Rysa-
nov, and Kit Downes (well known 
on the jazz circuit), who will take 
part in a contemporary music pro-
gram. There will also be a tradition-
al chamber music evening, and a 
tribute to Rebecca Clarke, a neglect-
ed but gifted composer active dur-
ing the 1920s. Paolo Pandolfo, who 
has been described as the ‘Paganini 
of the Viola da Gamba’ has also 
agreed to come down to Hastings 
later in the year.

We can therefore look forward 
to another year of first-class con-
certs here in Hastings and St Leon-
ards, presented with pure joy. 

If you aren’t already on the St 
Leonards Concerts email list for 
information about times and 
places in 2025, contact Max Baillie 
at stlconcerts@gmail.com. For 
further details and up-to-date 
events listings see the web site at 
stlconcerts.co.uk A review of a 
previous concert featuring singer 
Alice Zawadzki can be seen at 
hastingsindependentpress.co.uk/
articles/culture/arts/love-ma-
nia-transfiguration. 

The Discreet 
Charm of the 
Disturbingly 
Brilliant 
VICTORIA KINGHAM

Coruscating is perhaps an overused 
word in the context of jazz writing, 
but it’s easy to see why. It’s rhythmic, 
internally balanced, sibilant – an 
onomatopoeic description of music 
that’s difficult to pin down, but driv-
ing, exciting and unexpected. 

Empirical’s music has rightly 
been called ‘sophisticated’. Dolphy’s 
Gazelloni for instance. “We’ve been 
playing this for fifteen years,” ex-
plained bassist and founder-mem-
ber Tom Farmer, “and it’s never 
come out the same way twice.” In-
deed it’s hard to imagine any of 

their material (mostly their own) 
coming out the same way twice: one 
of its key features is a highly re-
sponsive, extended improvisation-
al structure which seems to the 
listener only barely contained. This 
effect is partly due to the complex-
ity of the melodies, and wouldn’t 
be possible in the hands of less gift-
ed musicians. They pay homage to 
Dolphy, Cecil Taylor, Ornette, who 
in the 1960s extended the bound-
aries of jazz definition; in the twen-
ty-first century, Empirical continue 
that extension.

Hyper-aware of each other’s in-
ventions, core members Tom Farm-
er, Shaney Forbes, and Nathaniel 
Facey have played together since 

2007. While the instrumental line-
up could be called conventional, 
melodic control f lows between 
them with an illusion of ease that 
is possible only because of their 
exceptional individual abilities. 
Nathaniel Facey (professor!) demon-
strates a rare, glistening, cascading 
fluency on alto, drummer Shaney 
Forbes plays fast, tight, impeccable 
patterns and melodic lines – his 
prime solo, in their final number, 
was a triumph of controlled bril-
liance. Tom Farmer’s bass playing 
is melodic, intricate, dramatic. The 
input of guest vibes player, Jonny 
Mansfield, was marvellously re-
sponsive, restrained, elegant.

There’s a dedication there, a 
search for honesty of output, to 
make a difference, that is always 
characteristic of the best jazz. And 
there’s a philosophy behind this 
combo that makes them stand out 
from the crowd – one of their album 
titles was Tabula Rasa, indicating 
the blank slate (of John Locke’s orig-
inal philosophical Empiricism) on 
which they could put down new 
forms. Their latest album, Wonder 
is the Beginning, is taken from Soc-
rates, ‘Wonder is the beginning of 
wisdom’. Let them keep on wonder-
ing, keep on beginning, and keep 
on presenting the - coruscating. Nathaniel Facey in Full Swing
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A Christmas 
Carol, in the 
Tradition
VICTORIA KINGHAM watched  
A Christmas Carol at Rye Creative 
Centre
Rye is a bit far afield for our very 
local newspaper. However Duke’s 
Theatre Company are always an 
exception and this production was 
well up to their usual high standard. 
Five actors and a ventriloquist’s 
dummy played a multitude of char-
acters, entirely in the spirit of the 
original, if that isn’t too much of a 
play on words. 

Duke’s is a completely profes-
sional outfit, and what they present 
is decidedly not just shouty local 
theatre. They offer songs, dance, 
tableaux, high drama, and scene 

changes impeccably interwoven 
into the whole, all carried out by 
the actors themselves, usually in 
the open air. In this one-and-a-half-
hour indoor show, surprisingly 
faithful to the original story, they 
presented a mobile cast of about a 
dozen, and several ghosts. They 
even succeeded in eliciting sympa-
thy for Tiny Tim, despite the fact 
that dummies are always a bit 
creepy. Mercifully he didn’t ask God 
to bless us, every one. There was 
also a gloriously anachronistic 
snow globe which became a symbol 

of Ebenezer Scrooge’s moral recov-
ery and hope, presented as it was, 
scene by scene, from sister to lover 
to nephew to Ebenezer and back to 
Tiny Tim. 

Make em laugh, make em cry, 
make em wait, recommended Dick-
ens’ mate Wilkie Collins, advising 
aspiring writers on marketing 

their work to Victorian audiences. 
A Christmas Carol in its own time 
did all these things and gave Dick-
ens an everlasting place in British 
literary history. And while Duke’s 
is a contemporary company with 
modern dramatic ideas, it has ab-
sorbed and used the best traditions 
of English travelling theatre com-

panies from the 13th century on-
wards. 

A Christmas Carol is currently sold 
out touring the North of England, 
but if you can get as far as Crowbor-
ough you can see it on 27 or 28 
December hedukestheatrecompany.
co.uk/briar-house-barns

De La Warr Pavilion is pleased to 
present Red, Blue, Up, a major new 
exhibition of paintings and draw-
ings by Bexhill-based artist, Mi-
chelle Roberts, in the First Floor 
Gallery this coming Spring. This 
solo exhibition is programmed in 
collaboration with award-winning 
arts charity Outside In, following 
the artist’s first prize in its national 
open exhibition, Humanity, in 2023, 
and Project Art Works, a neurodi-
verse collective of artists and activ-
ists based in Hastings, of which 
Roberts is a member. Red, Blue, Up 
follows Roberts’ participation in 
DLWP’s 2015 group exhibition, In 
the Realm of Others.

Red, Blue, Up will show at De La 
Warr Pavilion, Bexhill, from 22 
February to 1 June 2025.

Flatland 
Developments
Flatland, an artists’ space and pro-
ject in Bexhill, are currently com-
pleting the first phase of works 
reconfiguring their gallery space. 
They are preparing for the launch 
of BARC (Bexhill Artist Research 
Centre), which will become the 
home for their development pro-

grammes, and will also house their 
founding collection of catalogues, 
artist-made publications, and ar-
chival material, all of which will 
become a resource accessible to 
artists in the East Sussex region. 

BARC is the place where they 
will host research residencies in 

their library, and facil-
itate think-tank ses-
sions with artists to 
continue their vital 
work on the South 
Coast , developing 
more sustainable fu-
tures to enable emerg-
ing artists to make 
ambitious next steps in 
their careers. BARC 
was officially opened 
by Laetitia Yhap on 14 
December, following 
the generous donation 
of her own artist re-
search library.Skew (2024), Oil on canvas, 36.4 x 50.3cm.
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Across
1.	 Some broadcast levies paid for stronghold (6)
3.	 Smile and leave foreigner in Mexico (6)
4.	 Pull phone network for American (6)

Down	
1.	 A horse in clay becomes sticky (6)
2.	 Uncover former model (6)

Crossword Solution:  Answers on page 5 of The HIP List

CROSSWORD CORNER
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BOOKBUSTER REVIEW

Hellebore’s  
2024 Yuletide 
Hauntings 
& other Occult  
and Uncanny Zines
REVIEW BY TIM BARTON

On December 7th this 
year, Bookbuster ran a 
stall at the Mint House in 
Pevensey. This was a 
great venue for an eso-
teric fayre, and this one, 
‘Making Misrule’, is just 
their latest makers’ mar-
ket. Alongside crafts, 
tarot stalls, and tattoo-
ists, there was folk-mu-
sic and a mummers 
play: Hastings was well 
represented. In the 
evening, the fabulous 
Goblin Band had a sold-
out concert, playing a 
variety of folk-music of 
the British Isles.

The contemporary 
folk-revival has not 
lost any momentum, 
and, amongst the 
best-selling books and 
zines, pride of place 
still goes to Hellebore 
and Weird Walk. The former just 
put out their second Yuletide spe-
cial, already shifting fast. It follows 
hot on the heels of their twelfth 
issue, ‘story-telling’ themed, which 
landed just in time for Samhain.

The first piece in issue 12 covers 
1980s ‘dark fantasy’, featuring Bow-
ie as the Goblin King in Labyrinth, 
and other cult movies, including The 
Dark Crystal, and The Company of 
Wolves. Other pieces discuss Robin 

Hood, Tam Lin, and the Fairy Queen, 
plus features on storytellers Susan-
na Clark and Alan Garner.

A WARNING TO 
THE CURIOUS
The Hellebore Yule special, ‘a sum-
moning of seasonal terrors’, has the 
wonderfully named Verity Hollo-
way ‘summoning the spirit’ of the 
Black Prince of Cornwall. There are 

also articles by Keri O’Shea on the 
Woman in Black; John Callow on 
the black dog of Isle of Man’s Peel 
Castle; and editor Maria J Perez 
Cuervo spooking us out about Un-
canny Children. Other essays here 
give us an eldritch peek at yuletide 
hauntings, ghosts sightings, spirit-
ualism and other ‘metaphysical 
mysteries’. As ever, Hellebore is a 
quality zine, and has excellent art-
work throughout.

Weird Walk’s latest offerings are 
a taster for Ben Edge’s super new 
book Folklore Rising, in the form of 
a highly illustrated zine entitled 
‘Folklore Activist’, and pamphlet, 
‘Cromlech’, about the kistvaen 
named ‘Devil’s Den’ in Wiltshire. 
This is one of the UK’s best dol-
mens. Its history is discussed, 

alongside copious and moody 
photographs. A must for the 
‘modern antiquarian’ fans.

New zines are popping up 
all the time alongside these 
classic publications. Two of 
the more recent ones are Wort 
and Occulture. The latter is 
subtitled ‘a warning to the 
curious’, and they have issued 
their third and fourth zines 
this year, one a Special, the 
‘cinema issue’, and also vol-
ume 2 of their ‘ordinary’ edi-
tion, this one themed ‘the dev-
il’s party’. The zines all feature 
ace collage art, and in this 
latest offering talk about ‘mass 
possessions’, satanism, ‘the de-
monic feminine’, and pieces on 
the devil and demons. George 
Parr writes of the devil in the 
English landscape, calling him 
‘Britain’s biggest loser’.

A BRIDGE BETWEEN 
THE PAST AND FUTURE
Meanwhile, Wort, ‘a journal of 
radical, rooted relational herb-
alism’, hits its second issue. This 
has poetry and fiction, but pri-
mary esoterically inclined 

non-fiction. Katie Hastings (not 
from Hastings!) and Sinead Fortune 
write on ‘saving seeds’. Katie tells 
about a Welsh seed-saving collec-
tive, Llafur Ni, who are reviving 
rare ‘black oats’; Sinead tells about 
the ‘seed sovereignty programme 
UK’. Then we get a feature on the 
‘Palestinian Heirloom Seed Li-
brary’, based in the West Bank. 
Clearly, they are somewhat belea-

guered by their neighbours who 
show no respect for the past and 
target artefacts that show a long 
history for Arab people there. Con-
sequently the collective running the 
project seek to preserve seeds from 
the Makhrour Valley, an area that 
has signs of irrigation systems going 
back 4000 years. ‘Preserving and 
propagating seeds draws a bridge 
between the past and future.’ Other 
articles cover ‘planet medicine and 
the tarot’, ‘foraging as resistance; 
an artist’s use of woad, ‘Slavic oak’, 
Hasujiku Tanaka on the ginkgo tree, 
and more.

Hellebore’s blurb describes the 
zine as a ‘tribute to the supernatu-
ral richness of Britain’. This is, I 

think, true of most of this new gen-
eration of folkloric zines. They fit 
right in with the spectrum of con-
temporary culture from Mark Fish-
er’s Weird & the Eerie, through 
hauntology, psychogeography, and 
Julian Cope’s antiquarian writings, 
to more practical esoterica as rep-
resented by Wort, and the resur-
gence of interest in ‘folk horror’, 
especially in both cinema – nicely 
book-ended by the Wicker Man and 
Midsommer – and zine culture. 
Long may it last. Happy Yuletide, 
one and all!

All zines reviewed available from 
Bookbuster, 39 Queens Road, 
Hastings TN34 1RE

POETRY CORNER

 
AND ALL BECAUSE YOU IGNORED A COMMA
ALISON YOUNG

I started to write you a message but I couldn’t think what to say;
I wrote, “Hi,” your name, and pressed send by mistake
But you didn’t wait to see what I had to say –
You replied with a message of your own
And that was how it started – and how glad I am;
And all because you ignored a comma
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Festive Season 
Food Hacks
FIONA MCGARRY shares eight ways 
to save money on food this winter 
Eat Seasonally: in December, sea-
sonal vegetables include squash, 
leeks, swedes, cauliflowers, kale 

and Brussels sprouts, so the prices 
will be lower than at other times of 
year. You can also find cheap squash 

and pumpkins left over from Hal-
loween. Supermarkets also stock up 
on Christmas products like cranber-
ries, smoked salmon and nuts and 
price them competitively. It’s well 
worth checking the special offers 
at Aldi and Lidl: for example, last 
week, satsumas were the Lidl ‘pick 
of the week’.

Cultivate your store cupboard: 
dried food goes a long way and works 
out cheaper than fresh goods. What 
can beat a trip to Wonderfill or Trin-
ity Wholefoods to stock up on dried 
fruit, seeds, beans and pulses, grains 
and pasta? Having sundried toma-
toes in your larder means you can 

rustle up some antipasto, a pasta 
sauce or a salad even if you haven’t 
managed to go shopping. 

A recent study by researchers at 
UCL and the University of Oxford 
identified beans and peas as “the 
best meat and milk replacement 
from nutritional, health, environ-
mental, and cost perspectives”. My 
favourites are black beans (great 
with pumpkin in a chilli), and but-
ter beans or cannellini (good in a 
Spanish chorizo stew). You can also 
use lentils as a cheap, healthy re-
placement for meat – instead of 
mince in shepherd’s pie, for in-
stance. 

Yellow stickers: at this time of 
year there are a lot of them, and not 
just on ready meals – even cheese 
gets sold at knockdown prices. Sal-
ads, vegetables and baked goods are 
often reduced while still in tip top 
condition, especially the day before 
a Bank Holiday. Be a bit more wary 
about buying soft fruit (which may 
taste fermented), chicken and fish. 
Check out ‘yellow sticker’ groups on 
social media.

Most supermarkets reduce items 
two or three times during the day 
with final reductions of between 
70% and 90% generally around 5pm 
(4pm at M&S). Morrisons recom-
mend yellow sticker fans visit their 
stores at 8pm when in-store cooked 
products are “dramatically re-
duced”. After you return home with 
your haul of leftover tortillas, spin-
ach, tomatoes, etc, clear out the freez-
er and make large quantities of cur-
ries, soup, stews and bakes. Keep 
some for supper and freeze the rest.

Bulk things out: I’m known for 
buying small amounts of expensive 
products and adding to them, so 
they feed the whole family. There 
are local delicatessens and takea-
ways that sell intensely flavoured 
salads, stews and other dishes. So, 
if I buy a small potato salad with a 
wonderful garlic sauce, I’ll add more 
potatoes. Lebanese Green Beans in 
an intense tomato sauce taste even 
better with extra beans from my 
allotment. It means you can feed 
four instead of two people.

Less pricey alternatives: inter-
estingly, supermarkets often price 
things differently in different 
aisles. Go for spices in the ‘world 
food’ section rather than the ‘herbs 

and spices’ aisle where they may 
cost twice as much. Stores tend to 
position the cheaper items on the 
lower shelves and more expensive 
items at eye-level. And don’t be put 
off by cheaply priced ‘own brands’; 
according to Good Housekeeping, 
Aldi’s all-butter mince pies at £2.29 
for six are the best ones around.

Also, think about what you waste 
money on. I’ve started to reduce the 
amount of cheese I buy and ramp 
up the pickles and alternative 
spreads to cut costs.

Use the ‘Too Good to Go’ app: 
several local supermarkets, gro-
cers, bakeries and restaurants have 
signed up to this scheme where 
leftover food is sold at cheap prices. 
You reserve a bag of food on the 
app and collect it at the end of the 
day. For example, Costa Coffee sells 
bags of pastries, cakes and sand-
wiches worth £10.00 for £3.00. It 
can be a bit of a lucky dip, because 
you don’t always know what you’ll 
get in your ‘surprise bag’, but you 
can find excellent bargains from 
some independent local restau-
rants like Nur. 

Share the load: potluck suppers 
are amazing! People enjoy being 
asked to bring food to parties and 
community or family events if they 
have clear instructions. Because our 
family is now so large, one of my 
offspring came up with the idea of 
a baked potato night this year. The 
idea is that we bake a heap of pota-
toes, and everyone brings a filling 
of their choice. This way even the 
fussiest family members are ca-
tered for. 

Leave things till the last min-
ute: if you can hold your nerve, you 
could try to bag a bargain when 
most people have already done their 
shopping. Shops often slash prices 
around 2-3pm on Christmas Eve 
(New Year’s Eve for party food), al-
though things can be a bit chaotic. 
The danger is that the most popular 
products may have sold out – so you 
need to be flexible. 

After Christmas is a good time to 
buy leftover turkeys (a friend of 
mine buys two and keeps them in 
her freezer for Easter). You can often 
find panettone going cheap – perfect 
for panettone bread-and-butter pud-
ding to cheer up a cold January day.

Merry Christmas!

Looking for a 
2025 running 
challenge?
Support your local community 
and move for St Michael’s Hospice.
• Hastings Half Marathon
• London Landmarks Half Marathon
• Brighton Marathon
• London Marathon
• Mid-Sussex Marathon Weekend
• Keith Chandler 5 mile Road Race
• Luna Trail Relay.

stmichaelshospice.com/challenge25
Registered charity number 288462

   Transition Town Potluck Supper    Yellow sticker berries
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Eat Write Love
NICKY TORODE & SONJA COLMAN 
of Creative Concoctions - a local social 
enterprise, boosting creative health
Warm up this windy winter with this 
nutrition-packed recipe for Green 
Thai soup using chard – also known 
as Swiss chard. Read how to boost 
your gut health with these humble 
greens! And boost your brain health 
with a spot of journaling!

Journaling is that free flow and 
expressive way of writing that can 
help you get those thoughts and 
worries out onto the page. Journa-
ling - a recipe you might say, for 
feeling a little more positive for the 
wintry months ahead. 

JOURNALING #1: 
Winter Warmer

•	 Write a list of 10 things that 
you’ve done recently that 
made you feel a little inner 
glow. From small, seem-
ingly insignificant things 
to more major things.

•	 Connected with an old 
friend, watched a film, 
bought your favourite food? 

•	 No one’s going to read 
this so drop down deep 
to your inner self. 

•	 Reflect: What’s in your list 
that you might try to do 
more often this month?

FUN FACTS
•	 The ancient Romans, Greeks, 

and Arabs ate chard, but it 
was a Swiss botanist by the 
name of W. D. J. Koch who 
classified the plant in the 
1800s. Thus, the name of his 
homeland became part of 
the plant’s common name.

•	 It’s a relative of the beetroot.
•	 It can grow up to 28 

inches high.

NUTRITION INFO:
•	 Chard is a powerhouse 

of nutrients, and is a 
good source of fibre: 

•	 Vitamin K – supports 
heart health and lower-
ing blood pressure

•	 Vitamin A – supports healthy 
skin and good eye health

•	 Vitamins C & E – powerful 
antioxidants supporting 
against the risk of cancer 
and oxidative damage

•	 Calcium – supports 
bone health

•	 Fibre – supports your health

GREEN THAI SOUP
(Serves 6) 
This is a great soup for supporting 
the immune system, as well as being 

very warming. Full fat Greek yo-
ghurt also brings additional probi-
otic benefits for your gut health.

The chard is around £1.65 for 
200g, with kale and spinach being 
cheaper: 85p and £1.35 respective-

ly – this will vary depending on 
where you buy your ingredients and 
the time of year.

Ingredients: 
•	 1 large onion, peeled and diced
•	 1 large carrot, peeled 

and diced
•	 2 tbsp coconut oil
•	 2 cm of fresh ginger, 

peeled and grated
•	 4 large garlic cloves, crushed
•	 150g curly kale, washed 

and tough stems removed
•	 200g Swiss chard, washed 

and chopped, stems re-
moved and chopped

•	 300g spinach, washed 
and chopped

•	 1 tsp dried coriander 
•	 1 large green chilli, kept 

whole but sliced part way 
lengthwise in half

•	 3 stalks of lemongrass (remove 
tough bottoms and tops)

•	 1 ½ litres vegetable stock
•	 juice and zest of 1 lime
•	 sea salt
•	 a good handful of fresh corian-

der, stalks and leaves chopped 
•	 4 tbsp Greek yoghurt 

or coconut milk
•	 red chilli, cut into slic-

es for serving

METHOD:
1.	 Heat the coconut oil in a large 

pan and then add the onion 
and carrot and gently cook.

2.	 Add the ginger and garlic 
to the pan and mix well 
into the vegetables.

3.	 Wash all the green veg and 

remove any tough stalks, 
add to the pan and cook 
for a couple of minutes.

4.	 Add the dried coriander, 
the fresh green chilli and 
the lemongrass. Mix in 
before adding the stock.

5.	 Let the mixture simmer 
for about 20 minutes then 
add the lime juice and zest, 
some salt to taste and most 
of the fresh coriander.

6.	 Simmer for another 
5 minutes.

7.	 Take off the heat, remove the 
lemongrass and chilli and, us-
ing a hand blender, blitz until 
smooth. (If you would like ex-
tra heat, remove the stalk of the 
chilli and return to the pan to 
blitz with the rest of the soup.)

8.	 Finally, stir in the Greek 
yoghurt or coconut milk.

9.	 Serve with a little more yo-
ghurt, some coriander leaves 
and a few pieces of red chilli.

SUBSTITUTES
No fresh greens? Use frozen spinach 
or other greens (or mix some fresh 
and some frozen). 

You can also use dried ginger or 
lemongrass – you don’t get quite the 
same level of zing, but you do get the 
flavour and the nutrient benefits.

STORAGE
This soup is fine to keep in the fridge 
for 2-3 days, but it also freezes bril-
liantly.

JOURNALING #2 
Tis the Season to Sip Soup…

•	 Recall a time when soup 
really was the heart-warm-
ing ingredient. 

•	 Was it just you, by your-
self, coming in from 
the cold? A guest you’d 
invited for dinner? Or a 
time when you dropped 
into a friend’s house, and 
they offered a bowl? 

•	 Write into that moment, 
what were your feelings and 
thoughts, the tastes, conver-
sations that got stirred in? 

•	 Reflect: Write a one-sen-
tence reflection – what 
are you reminded of here 
that might be helpful for 
the coming season? 

JOURNALING # 3 
Green Means Go!

•	 Next time you’re food shop-
ping, explore the greens. 
There are many greens 
these days: for salads, 
for stir-fries, soups and 
stews. Pick up a new green. 
Give it a go and journal 
after you’ve made some-
thing with your greens.

•	 Write this sentence 
starter and spring into 
your own thoughts.

At first, I wasn’t sure…
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The Year In Sport 2024

ATHLETICS

At Hastings Athletics Club (HAC) it’s 
been a busy and successful year for 
the club in every discipline - from 
local events to international level – as 
it celebrated its 60th anniversary. 

Ten club members featured in the 
UK top 10 for their age group, and 13 
made the top 20 for performances in 
track, field and road in 2024.  

An astonishing 52 athletes made 
it into the top 10 in the club’s own 
records, with 17 breaking a total of 
28 club records between them.

Back in February, athletes of dif-
ferent age groups won medals in 
indoor track events and, as the 
cross-country season wrapped up, 
youth athletes represented their 
schools and county up to national 
level. The adult team joined forces 
with Hastings Runners to lift aloft 
the cup for the East Sussex Sunday 
League. 

At the highly anticipated Hastings 
Half Marathon in March, HAC’s 
Grace Baker was first female home, 
nearly seven minutes ahead of her 
nearest challenger; Rhys Boorman, 
also of HAC, came sixth in the men’s 

race. Tom Chaffin won the mini-run. 
Track season brought top perfor-

mances in the youth development 
league and Southern Athletics 
league, while the Sussex County 
Championships produced 12 medals. 
Rae Le Fay went on to represent 
Team GB in the 2,000 metres steeple-
chase – the first HAC athlete to do so 
at international level in the last ten 
years. She broke a British Milers 
Club record on her qualifier at under 
20s level, her name now to be etched 
on the awards board in the club-
house alongside many club legends.

A surge in interest for field events 
was well supported, leading to two 
hammer throwers, Alanna Oakman 
and Kitti Szabo-Papp, competing 
nationally at the English Schools 
championships. 

The club hosted not only two very 
successful league events on the 
track, but also a 60th anniversary 
competition and awards ceremony 
emphasising the longstanding ca-
maraderie among its members. The 
clubhouse has had a refresh and is 
now a buzzing social hub at the end 
of every session. There is huge op-
timism for 2025.

CRICKET

Hastings & St Leonards Priory 
cricketers experienced an ultimate-
ly unsuccessful return to the Sussex 
Premier League in 2024 when they 
were relegated by the narrowest of 
margins. In other years their record 
over the season of six victories and 
nine defeats might have accumu-
lated them enough league points to 
survive, but they finished just three 
points short of eighth-placed Bog-
nor Regis.

Needing a victory on the last day 
at home to runners-up Horsham in 
order to retain their status, they 
only got the game going at all by a 
mopping-up operation after heavy 
overnight rain. Batting first in a 
contest reduced to 40 overs per side, 
Priory scored a total of 165 for sev-
en; Horsham accumulated steadily 
in reply, but wickets then tumbled 
under murky skies, and the last over 
came with nine wickets down and 
nine runs to win - or eight to tie, 
which would have been sufficient 
for Priory’s escape. It was not to be: 
a conclusive boundary was hit off 
the penultimate ball, and the Hast-
ings side will be playing back in 
Division 2 next summer.

On the batting front, new captain 
Harry Scowen led from the front all 
summer, scoring 556 runs from 14 
innings, including two centuries. 
Caleb Laloo also enjoyed an excellent 
first season as an opener. But none 
of the middle order, often required 
to accelerate the tempo after a sedate 
start, retained any consistent form, 
so that the side posted competitive 
totals on too few occasions.

John Morgan was yet again the 
pick of the bowlers, taking 22 wick-
ets. Adam Barton gave him good 
support when available, and Adam 
Page enjoyed his best season to date 
as spinner. Aussie recruit Alex Os-
borne was unable to bowl his 
leg-spinners with any sort of con-
trol, however, and was ultimately 
released in mid-season. Young 
all-rounders Seaver Cowley and 
Iden McCleave had their moments 
of success with both bat and ball, 
but lacked the consistency which 
more experience may bring.

The future of Priory’s home 
ground, Horntye Park, is still in the 
balance, the plans to dig it up for 
housing seeming no further for-
ward than this time last year.  

FOOTBALL

It’s been a tale of three managers 
at the Pilot Field in 2024 – four if 
you count the caretaker role played 
last month by coach Sean Ray. A 
year ago Chris Agutter was in his 
second stint at the helm after ar-
riving in October. He steered Hast-
ings United to the fringes of the 
promotion play-offs at the top of the 
Isthmian Premier League in the 
spring, then left for the richer pas-
tures of Worthing, now going well 
in the Vanarama National League. 
Danny Bloor, once of Eastbourne 
Borough, came in May, but was gone 
by late October. New appointment 
from the beginning of this month 
is Danny Searle, former youth coach 
at West Ham, who is armed with a 
UEFA Pro Licence and has previous 
managerial experience at several 
clubs in the National League.

At the beginning of April, Agut-
ter’s team seemed well set to finish 
in the league’s top five, but a disap-
pointing run at the end of the season 
– only one win in the last five games 
– meant a final placing of seventh, 
nine points short of the lowest play-
off place. They also disappointed in 
losing the Sussex Transport Cup 
Final 3-0 to Horsham at the Amex 
Stadium. Despite having signed an 
extension to his contract for the 
2024-25 season, Agutter swiftly an-
nounced his departure.

Incoming boss Bloor could point 
to an excellent record at Eastbourne, 
and came in praising the quality of 
the playing squad he was inheriting 
at the Pilot Field, the calibre of the 
directors and staff he was joining, 
and the passion of ‘U’s supporters. 
Most players were retained from the 
previous season, though the speed 
and skill of winger John Ufuah has 
been sorely missed. And initial re-
sults were encouraging, Horsham 

being beaten 2-0 on the opening day, 
followed by an away win at White-
hawk and progress through two 
rounds of the FA Cup. 

However, the team lacked the 
control in midfield that Agutter had 
always espoused, and leaked goals 
in defence. Reverses were suffered 
both away and at home: cup elimi-
nations were coupled with a slide 
down the league table to the relega-
tion zone. Bloor was unceremoni-
ously dismissed after an FA Trophy 
defeat at Hadley on 26 October.

Ray took the reins as interim 
manager and, like his predecessors, 

started with a win, 2-0 at home to 
Whitehawk. But a fortnight later, 
with several players less than ful-
ly fit, the ‘U’s suffered a humiliat-
ing 9-0 league defeat at Hendon, 
and it is probably a relief all round 
that a more travelled manager has 
now arrived.

The choice of Searle for the man-
agerial job is presumably based 
upon his record of enhancing youth 
development. There’s clearly scope 
for that in Hastings, though the 
standard of playable training facil-
ities may be rather lower than he is 
used to. Most observers would agree 

that there is enough footballing 
talent available, if the team is set 
up capably and recovers good fit-
ness levels. Davide Rodari is a prov-
en goalscorer, Adam Lovatt is a 
hard-working and combative cap-
tain in midfield, and young players 
like George Walker, Freddie Legg 
and Fin Chapman should improve 
with experience. 

So far, Searle has seen his team 
score a league cup win on penalties 
over third-placed Cray Valley PM, 
a 3-2 away win over Chichester City 
and a gutsy 1-1 draw away last Sat-
urday at second-placed Billericay.  
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John Morgan, pick of the Priory 
bowlers
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Grace Baker running for Hastings

Hastings United celebrate goal by Will Harley
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TENNIS

The (mostly) friendly dance of ri-
valry between the Amherst club in 
Hastings and The Green in St Leon-
ards continued in 2024 with peren-
nial ups and downs. 

In the Tennis Sussex Winter Dou-
bles competition, The Green men’s 
team, boosted by participation of 
coaches Joe Adams and Ross Cud-
more (late of Amherst), were pro-
moted to Division 2 in the spring 
and have scored two match wins 
out of three in the current season. 
Shorn of these players, they’re not 
the same force, as they showed fin-
ishing mid-table in Division 8 of the 
equivalent Summer competition.

Amherst, too, were promoted 
from Division 5 to Division 4 of the 
2023-24 Winter league, with consist-
ent performances by captain Dylan 

Preece, Quentin Soucek, Anthony 
Hickey and Mark Cunnington. They 
have been struggling, however, at 
the higher level. In the equivalent 
Summer Doubles, starting in Divi-
sion 3, they fielded nine players 
including several new to first team 
play, but were unable to win a team 
match and will play next summer 
back in Division 4.

On the women’s side, The Green 
were relegated from Division 3 to 
Division 4 in the spring despite the 
efforts of their always proficient 
first pairing, Beaula Page and 
Amanda Ruck. In the Summer 
league they finished mid-table in 
Division 4.

Amherst’s women were involved 
in thrilling finales in both compe-
titions. Needing a 3-1 victory in their 
final Winter match away at Horsh-
am to be promoted to Division 2, 

they won all three matches in third 
set tie-breaks, Pearl Hare paired 
with Nikki Crowhurst, Anita Pearce 
with Jane Garrett. Summer Division 
3 was just as tight: again Amherst 
needed a 3-1 win away against Sea-
ford & Blatchington for equivalent 
promotion. All four matches went 
to third set tie-breaks: this time 
Pearce and Debi Ani won both 
theirs, but Crowhurst and Hare suf-
fered agonising defeats.

There are no inter-club matches 
featuring singles play, but Amherst 
held a highly competitive closed 
tournament in June. On a day of 
freakish wind-gusts, Soucek over-
powered Hickey in the men’s final, 
while Crowhurst and Hare fought 
a thrillingly turbulent (though im-
maculately sporting) contest, just 
edged by the former in another 
third set tie-break.

CRICKET

Graeme 
Mounsey, 
RIP
JOHN MORGAN

Hastings & St Leonards Priory crick-
eters are mourning the death of 
former president, treasurer and 
player Graeme Mounsey, who has 
sadly passed away at the age of 90.

Nobody has done more for the 
Priory club than Graeme. He was a 
founder member when Hastings & 
St Leonards merged with The Prio-
ry in 1957 to form one of the strong-
est clubs in the Southeast, and was 
captain when it joined the Sussex 
League in 1971. He featured in many 
of the club’s early successes includ-
ing the 1974 Kemp Cup win and the 
1978 league championship.

He played with distinction in all 
XIs across the men’s teams, primar-
ily as a wily slow left-arm bowler 
who put fear into the opposition 
batting line-up, but also a lower 
order batsman with a century to 
his name.

By the late 70s, Graeme had 
dropped to the 2nd XI, but was lead-
ing wicket-taker in 1981. He fin-
ished his playing career forming a 
formidable spin bowling attack in 
the 4th XI with Peter Finch in the 
noughties, though not before being 
recalled to the first team as a 
65-year-old when the team was hit 

by a spin bowling crisis.
Graeme was similarly commit-

ted off the field, serving the club 
in many posts over a cumulative 
68 years, as a rigorous and tena-
cious treasurer (nobody got away 
with debts to the club), as secretary, 
and latterly as club president until 
stepping down earlier this year. He 
also ran the 100 Club, the draw be-
ing the conclusion to many a com-
mittee meeting.

From 1974 until 2002, he was the 
chairman of the Central Cricket 
Ground Trust, integral in the plan-
ning and development of Horntye 
Park to save senior cricket in the 
town following the demise of the 
Central Ground.

   Above all, Graeme was a sincere 
and caring person, eager to help 
young players and to share his love 
of the game and the club. He was a 
regular spectator, greeting fellow 
cricket lovers with a cheery smile 
and a polite ‘good afternoon’. His 
loss will be sorely felt. 

RUGBY

With a new chairman Ben Davies, 
a new coaching duo of Bruce Stead-
man and Ben Petty, and a new cap-
tain, Harry Walker, Hastings & 
Bexhill have been celebrating their 
centennial season with eyes on the 
future as well as the past.

On the pitch, having survived the 
threat of a second successive rele-
gation in the Kent League in the 
spring, H & B’s first XV have per-
formed well this autumn, chalking 
up seven victories out of 11 matches 
in Counties 3. Top three in the divi-
sion are 2nd XV teams from Ton-
bridge (Juddians), Tunbridge Wells 
and Beckenham, but the Hastings 
team beat Beckenham convincing-
ly in their opening game in Septem-
ber and went down only narrowly 
14-17 to Tunbridge Wells a month 
ago. Defence has been strong – they 
have conceded less league points 
than any other team; and when 
their backs are on song, they can 
also score freely: New Ash Green 
were thumped 47-15 at H & B’s home 
ground of Alexandra Academy last 
Saturday.

The squad is still lacking in num-

bers, short of sufficient replace-
ments when first picks are injured 
or otherwise unavailable, though 
those who have come in have gen-
erally acquitted themselves well. 
One boost is the return of Quin Mc-
Manus after a spell in New Zealand.

Women’s and junior/ ‘mini’ teams 
have, in the meantime, been thriv-
ing. The women have combined to 
produce a joint team with Seaford. 
The ‘minis’ train at the club every 
Sunday between 9.30 and 11am – 
playing full contact rugby at under 
9, under 10 and under 11 levels. The 
under 10s won their first game of 
the Polgrove Salts Cup, defeating 
Seaford earlier this month.

Lower age-groups play under 
‘tag’ rules, with numbers surging 
after the club’s annual ‘bring a 
friend’ day. There will be several 
festivals of rugby for them to play 
in early next year. And there is now 
an under 6s section for children in 
school Reception and Year 1, learn-
ing basic ball control through play-
ing fun and interactive games with 
a dedicated coach.

Off the pitch the club has held a 
centenary ball as well as two lunch-
es for former players.

A
N

TH
O

N
Y

 H
IC

K
EY

P
ETER

 K
N

IG
H

T

H & B in scrummaging mode

Nikki Crowhurst and Pearl Hare in Amhurst singles final




